L—PLAN OF INQUIRY INTO THE HISTORY AND PRESENT CON-
- DITION OF THE FISHERIES OF THE UNITED STATES.*
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At the request of the Superintendent of tho Census, the U. 8. Com-

mission of Fish and Fisheries has undertaken the task of preparing a
report on the fishery industry of the United States, which will be printed
as a part of the general report of the Superintendent of the Census of
1880. The accompanying preliminary schedule has been prepared for
the instruction of the assistants who shall take part in the investigation.
It is arranged in the form of an analysis, and is intended to show the
scope of the proposed investigation. It is necessarily far from complete;
many of the headings might be expanded much more fully if it were
thought necessary. The work of canvassing the fishing towns will be
placed in the hands of trained investigators, who will be expected to
devise methods of their own, suited to the field which they are working
up. The headings are intended as suggestions. Every suggestion
should be considered with reference to every community under investi-
gation, and where there is an opportunity of gaining information upon
any subject it should be followed up in as great detail as possible. - In
many cases, however, one or more classes of suggestions will be found
inapplicable, and may be omitted. The scheme has been made as com-






