IV.—THE ICELAND FISHERIES.'

By C. TroLLE, First Lieutenant, Danish Navy.

[From Nordisk Tideskrift for Tiskeri, vol. vii, part 3, Copenhagen, 1882.]

attzg:-mg my ﬁsit to Iceland, in 1880, with the schooner Ingolf, my
eelangm was directed to the rich fisheries carried on by foreigners in
£y it lt“vatm:s’ and to the comparatively small benefit which the coun-
attentie derived from the wealth of the sea. In order to draw the
Yepo (:;‘1 of the government to this unnatural state of affairs, I prepared
lag 6 on the h.erring fisheries carried on in the eastern fiords of Ice-
Conge Yy NOI‘Wegu?ns, which I had oceasion to observe in person. In
%mm‘}ue.nce of this report the ministry for Iceland (in December, 1880)
in formlsil-oued me to investigate the Iceland fisheries and gather such
ove 0“ lon regarding them as might be of importance for their future
oriy pmeny, and also to make suggestions as to the best way of fur-
Py eg the interests of these fisheries.
ang ﬁtrte(lilavmg obtained a leave of t-xbsence for this purpose, I bought
Vesge] O}lf.} a yacht of 88 tons during the present year, and with this
D ticg‘){l}r{tlclpa,ted in the Iceland fisheries, in which way I gained a
nowledge of their condition.
lish tl:f:e request of many ship-owners in this country (Denmark) I pub-
s . Iresults of my investigations, in view of the possible participation
ari(:eland fisheries by Danish vessels, and also for the purpose of
i 1:’8’ the Iceland fisheries with our North Sea fisheries, which lat-
glgant Yield much larger profits than they do at present.
ﬁnsivecg at thf) map shows us that the location of Iceland between
of figh) w’t,anl-(s in the Northern Atlantic (which is famous for its wealth
s }ndl‘ h its long line of coast and its numerous well protected
: iélandlcates t?le fisheries as the most natural source of income to
Wealth of ﬁ Foreign nations have known how to derive profit from the
i’ ooy flued 8h on th.e Iceland banks, but unfortunately this knowledge
— to foreigners. Whilst English, French, Norwegian, and
e olq bo(;st?els visit Iceland in large numbers, the Icelanders keep up
Westery fio dmethod ;. excepting, perhaps, a few merchant yessels in the
mep Whi]str s-e.mployed in the fisheries for a few months during sum-
) Waiting for cargo. The Iceland bank fisheries only yield
R anes and Icelanders in very few cases.
C l]eneme ved Island. Translated from the Danisk by HERMAN J ACOI;:ON. ’
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And still we enjoy this great advantage over foreigners, that we can
deposit and prepare the fish in Iceland and furnish a much more valua-
ble and durable article than foreigners, who, moreover, have to travel
about 2250 (Danish) miles before they reach the fishing station. The
reason why the Icelanders, who are by nature directed towards the se#
as their principal source of income, are not benefited thereby as they
might be, is the circumstance that they are not able to procure larger
gea-going vesscls. These are, as will be seen from the following, ai
essential condition, if the Iceland fisheries are to flourish; and when it
becomes known what great advantages would accrue to the country from
such vessels, it is to be hoped that the government will carry out my
proposition and help the Icelanders by advancing a sum of money
without charging interest, and thus relieve the lack of capital which
makes itself painfully felt. It cannot be wondered at that such a lack
of capital exists, if’ we bear in mind the fact that for centuries Iceland
has labored under the most unfavorable financial conditions. It is im-
possible to overcome the baneful intluences of monopolies and protection
in a few short years.

It is very strange, however, that Danish capital has not long sinee
been invested in so profitable an undertaking as the Iceland bauk
fisheries. Here is a vast field, which unfortunately has been allowed to
lie fallow too long, and which ought to be reclaimed as soon as practir
cable. '

I know full well that Danish merchant vessels have from time to timé
attempted codfishing in the Iceland waters, andthat the result has beedy
that these fisheries “barely pay expenses.”” But tbese vessels hav¢
carried cargo both going and coming. The cargo has been the main object
and the fisheries only a matter of secondary importance, since ouly
about six weeks can be devoted to them from the time the cargo is
unloaded until a new cargo is taken. It is self-evident that it will pob
pay to fit ot a vessel for fishing for so short period, and, moreover, g0
to the expense of buying provisions and salt in Iceland. That the.
fisheries will pay, when made the principal object, I have found out this
year, when I undertook my expedition without any regard to cargo
This does not imply, however, that it does not pay to take cargo, if
only about five months—say from May to September, inclusive—can be .
entirely devoted to the fisheries. '

I shall now speak separately of the two principal fisheries which are
carried on near Iceland, viz, the cod fisheries and the herring fisheries-
The reason why I shall not devote any time to other fisheries is simply
this, that T have not, during this year, made any observations regard
ing them, and, moreover, none of them arc of very great importance.

1.—THE COD FISHERIES.

These fisheries are the principal source of revenue to the Icelanders
To show how little use is made of this source of income, owing to the






