VL—WHAT SHOULD BE DONE BY THE GOVERNMENT WITH
REGARD TO THE GREAT BOHUS-LAN HERRING FISHERIES.

A MEMORIAL ADDRESSED TO THE COUNCIL OF STATE AND THE HEAD
OF THE ROYAL CIVIL DEPARTMENT.

By AxnL VILBELM LJUNGMAN.

Page.

1. The fisheries: fishing apparatus, &C...c.oaeeecaeeaocmns tonces srnmmnancens 2
R Light-hOUSOS «aue vune cevn amcsasecorasomesammmas cnmssoaasasons smnnssnanes -3
3. Marking of dangorous PIACeS .cee cavvmremmroncaoroaisesanese s m s saane 4
4. Romoving dangerous T00ks, &O0....es eeamrecocasamen sansanasaman oo e 4
5. Introduction of a different system of weights and measures.........-«..... 5
6. Preparation of the herring for the market...ceeveeeaoanes covevenniansnen P
- Regular postal service between the fishing stations and principal cities. .... 8

. More telegraph stations along the coast........c.cceiieaecocencmeeconncene 8
9. Better Tailr0ad CONNECEION «eee cecnnean caomes cummmessaaassanconsoennessses 10
10. The social regUIAtioNS..ccacamres casanasemrans saraanamcannannnanans s . 17
APPENDIX I—Attempts to fish with drag-nets® ............ e ceeeanarenen 21
(1.) The importance of such attempts for science and trade.........c...cceue 21

(2.) The proper way to carry out such attempts .. cooo i iceeciiiiiiiinan.. 2
(3.) The introduction of drag-nets in the herring fisheries in the 8kagerack.. 23
(4.) The use of drag-nets during & possible future great herring period .. ...... 24
PPENDIX II.—Sanitary regulations during the herring fisheries............... 26

Tog DUTY OF THE GOVERNMENT WITH REGARDVTO THE
GREAT BOHUS-LAN HERRING FISHERIES.t

(4 Memorial addressed to the Department of the Interior by Axel Vilhelm Lj ungman. ]

ofAE the course of the so-called ‘“landing” of the herring near the coast
. _Ohus~liin agrees in every particular with the experience of former
orrmg"periods, and our knowledge of the development of l.he great
Orw“8~1an fisheries during former centuries, we are justified in looking
o a.rd with a tolerable degree of certainty to the growth of these
eries and their continuance for thirty or forty years; and as both

»
of g’fhe drag-net so frequently referred to in the following pages is probably the form
to ‘et 8o extensively used in Holland, Germany, and Scotlaud.—EDITOR.
™ offentliga dtgdrder med hdnsyn till det | rika bohusldnska sillfisket. | fin vérdsam pro-
Mno]‘ia | till | statsradet och chefen for Kongl, civil-departementet. | Af | Axel Vilh. Ljung
. [(igttenburg, 1882. Translated from the Swedish by HERMAN JACOBSON.
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the experience of our former berring periods and the great herring
fisheries in foreign countries have shown in the most incontrovertible
manner that the herring fisheries may be greatly furthered and bene-
fited by administrative measures, and that the aid and intervention of
the government are absplutely necessary, if a great branch of industry
such as these fisheries is to be raised to its proper height, especially in
places like Bohus-lin where the beginning, development, and close of
the fisheries are (as to time) comprised in comparatively varrow limits.
I consider it proper to describe those measures which are required in
order to further the fisheries; although it will, of course, be impossible,
owing to the extent and the peculiar difficulties of the work, to give, it
the near future, a detailed description of the scientific investigations
regarding the herring and the herring fisheries, which, with governmevt
aid, I have carried on without many interruptions since the beginning
of July, 1873, It must be borne in mind that even those investiga-
tions which, with much greater aid from the government, have been
carried on in Norway since 1861, and in Germany since 1871, have not yeb
been brought to a close, even after the purely theoretical and practical
difficulties connected with the sea fisheries had been overcome; although
the object in view was more limited, a greater number of persons were
engaged in the investigations, and the difficulties were not so great.

_ Since there is good reason to believe that the present herring period
will not last longer than forty years, and as it is well known hLow
slowly such an industry develops, when left entirely to itself, and how
hard it is to correct existing abuses, especially in places like Bohus-Jin,
where these berring periods come at very irregular intervals and as-
sume a different character according to the different natural conditions,
it is all the more necessary to direct the efforts from the very beginning
into the proper channel, which will develop the fiskeries to the greatest
possible degree, and which will cause the least trouble and inconvenienct
both during the fishing period and toward and after its close.

The measures that should be taken should relate to the fisheries, and
the transportation, preparation, and sale of fish.

Asg regards the fisheries, it is of the utmost importance that they should
commence as soon a8 possible after the fish have come near the coast
(have ““landed”). For this reason fishing with drag-nets should be car-
ried on oh a comparatively limited scale, with government aid, so as t0
ascertain whether the herring have really approached the coast; &
fact which is of course of the greatest importance both for fishermen
and scientists (see my memorial on experiments with drag-nets of I'eb-
ruary 12, 1878), As an implement for carrying on the herring fisheries
on a large scale these nets should not be encouraged, at least not beyOHd
the use which has been made of them during this and the past century-
These nets are economically the least advantageous of all implements,
used in the herring fisheries, and should therefore only be employed
where no other convenient implement can be obtained, especially 88






