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* The following article is the result of a trip taken, in 1879, upon a Gloucester fishing
vessol. Professor Baird, convinced that it would be one of the best methods of col-
lecting information respecting the sea-fisheries, sent representatives of the United
States Fish Commission upon some of the regular fishing trips of the Gloucester ves-
- sels, to note and report everything of interest. With this object in view, the writgr
was sent on the fishing vessel Bunker Hill, Capt. John McDonald, bound to Davis’
Strait for halibut.

1t was decided that, since the Davis’ Strait fishery formed a flshery by itself, it
would be better to write its history up to the present time than to confine this report
to the trip of the Bunker Hill.

The writer acknowledges with pleasure his indebtedness to Mr. R. E. Earll, then in
charge of the Fish Commission station at Gloucester, for his kindness in arranging for
comfortable quarters and od®fit; to Mr, A. Howard Clark, for notes of statements of
fishermen and others relating to this fishery, and to Capt. J. W. Collins for many val-
uable suggestions. Nor would he forget to mention with gratitude the kindness and
aid of the fishermen with whom he was brought into so intimate contact. The captain
offered every advantage in his power, consistent with the interest of the fishery, and
the rest were equally generous, There is probably no class of men more generous and
golf-denying than the Gloucester fishermen, and recent events only confirm this state-
ment,.
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A.—~GENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE FISHERY.
1.—O0UTLINE HISTORY.

Reports of the abundance of halibut off the west coast of Greenland
were first brought to Massachusetts by Provincetown whalers. The
first trip to Greenland after these fish was made in 1866 by the schooner
John Atwood. She sailed June 29 and returned October 14, stocking

_ $5,500. ~ Capt. G. P. Pomeroy, of New London, went as navigator, and
Capt. Averill L. York, of Gloucester, as fishing master. Though she
failed to fill her hold, only because of her late arrival upon the fishing
banks, no enthusiasm was excited in this fishery until Capt. John
MecQuinn, in 1870, brought from Greenland a trip of flitched halibut,
worth over $19,000. Each of the two or three succeeding years, five or
gix vessels, with hopes of having like success, were fitted out for the
same place. But, for some reason or other, the fish were not caught in
very extravagant quantities, and a fall in the price of the fish rendered
such a long trip financially rather uncertain. Besides, as there was no
reliable chart of Davis’ Strait and the coast of Greenland, the fishermen
hesitated considerably before undertaking a voyage to such a precipi-
tous and barren coast; and no one can blame them. Once give them a
good chart of the coast and harbors of Western Greenland, and their
greatest difficulty will be removed. No reliable survey and chart of
Greenland have been made. :

Notwithstanding the need of large and accurate charts and the im-
mense distance of two thousand miles, so great are the probabilities of
making a profitable catch, that thirty-one trips have been made from
Gloucester to Davis’ Strait after halibut. The following is a tabular
view of the vessels and captains engaged in the Greenland fishery from
its beginning to the present time, showing the year and weight of
flitches for each trip. This gives a total of 3,283,765 pounds of salt
halibut brought to Gloucester from Greenland, or an average of 113,233
pgunds for the vessels that returned in safety.

Pounds of
Year. Vessel. Captain, fsh.
John Atwood..ceoemaeeenennnaan. Georgo POmeroy ... . cooeeecnees , 60, 000
. CAleb Baton cececenricaracroncanes John McQuinn ... vaceenoannes 134, 400
...] Caleb EQton covvee vnnne cacnn cnn John McQuinn .... .. 177, 800
...{ Membrino Chief .. ..| John MoQuinn ....
...| Caleb Eaton ......... ...| Jeromial: HoPkins ... 499, 200
.-.| River Queen (lost)...... ...| George Robinson .... =
..| Thorwaldsen........ .. ...| James Hamilton .....
William S. Baker. ...| Albjon Pearse ....... 156, 800
Mary E .......... ...| Rasmus Madsen ..... 40, 000
Aaron Burnham ...| Charles J. Lawson. .. 112, 000
Thorwaldeen...... ...| Henry Hamilton ..... 145, 600
William 8. Baker ...| Albion Poarso .... 145, 600
Membrino Chief ...| John MeQuinn....... 134, 400
Carrie Jones ... ... John Guskill......... 112, 000
Calcb Eaton ... .1 Jeremiah Hopkins... 134,400
Aaron Burnlam ..... ...} Charles J. Lawson 91, 000
William 8. Baker ...vovnnnvenn.nn. Albjon Pearss . ...... Neeecncann- 76, 00







