XXIII.—REPORT ON THE PROPAGATION OF PENOBSCOT SALMON
IN 1880-"8L.

By CHARLES (f. ATKINS.

1. IMPROVED FIXTURES.

The disaster of August, 1879, whereby we lost nearly all our breeding
8almon, had taught by a severe lesson that nothing less than a very sub-
8tantig] gtructure could be relied upon to withstand the force of such
floods ag occasionally swell the volume of even so small a stream as
Dead Brook. Accordingly, the first business of 1880 was to construct
¥wo stout barriers to our inclosure, one at the upper and one at the lower
end. Heavy piling was driven across the stream to secure against un-
del‘mining, and this, cut off at the proper depth below tlie surface to
4v0id impeding the current, formed the foundation of a superstructure
Of stout sawed slats, which were inclined to the stream and surmounted

Y a walk on which workmen could pass constantly to and fro to clear
he_ rack of rubbish. The lower barrier had, in addition, a capacious
s“’lnging gate for the passage of loaded boats, and was secured by a
‘deavy ballasted pier in mid-stream and a pavement of heavy boulders
on the muddy bottom on the lower side to prevent washing away, and

'0ugh the substratum is so soft that piles driven into it 20 feet rise
With their own buoyancy as if from thin porridge, unless ballasted,

h‘fre is good reason to believe that a far greater freshet than that of

9 }vill now assail our works in vain.
in This was about the only important improvement that was made duf-
wg the year in the inclosures or at the hatching house, though there
wzs’ 88 ever, many a little job to be done to increase the efficiency of the
in rks, such as traps for catching the fish at the spawning season, ceil-

rg up the walls of the hatching house, relaying the floor, adding new

Oughs and hatching fixtures, improving the water conduits, &e, The
inv&“{.’-’ cars received considerable attention; improvements were made,

¢ t:lr fittings and new ones added of models that it is hoped will prove

r than the old. '
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2. BUYING SALMON.

The same arrafigements for our supply of salmon were made as the
previous year. ‘The fishermen furnishing them brought their catch
every tide to Mr. Whitmore at the Jower end of the islandof Verona,
and thence, after counting and weighing (by Mr. Whitmore’s eye), they
were sent up the river to the inclosure. The first fish were received
June 10 and the last July 2. The total purchase was §22, of which 42
died in transit. There was a serious loss soon after inclosing them,
65 having died and been found up to July 28. Nearly every one of
these had sore eyes, and to that cause I attribute their death. The cause
of the sore eyes is a problem not yet solved. I am inclined to attribute
it to something occurring during their capture or transportation, as the .
effect followed so speedily on their inclosure. After July hardly any
died, oniy two being found in August. No other trouble occurred, and
the bulk of the fish came in good condition to the spawning season.

3. TAKING SPAWN.

Floods interfered with the count of the fish at this season, but it i8
known that 227 females were manipulated.

The work of spawning began October 25, and closed November 10.
The whole number of eggs taken was afterwards computed at 1,930,661.

Theimpregnation of the eggs wasvery satisfactory, as is almost always
the case with this variety of Salmo salar. But 50,854 were taken out
known to be unimpregnated, and the total of pickings was but 80,061,
by actual count.

The most of the females and a good many of the males were marked
for future identification by attaching platinum tags to their dorsals, a8
formerly practiced at Bucksport. They were then turned loose in Dead
Brook below the inclosure. Many of them are known to have staid
in the river above Orland village all winter, as they were seen in con-
siderable numbers in the. early spring.

4. SHIPMENT OF SPAWN.

As in 1879, the warm water of Craig’s Brook hastened the develop-
ment of the eggs, so that we were compelled to begin shipments early
in December; but the water cooled rapidly after that date, so that the
final shipment was not made until February 28.

The allotment pro rata with the contributions in money gave the
United States about 1,264,000; Maine, 340,000; New Hampshire, 45,500}
Massachusetts, 225,000 ; these being the only contributors. The actu
division will be seen by the dppended Table IL.

The packages of spawn reached their destinations in excellent condir
tion, and the aggregate result was a large number of healthy salmon fr¥s
whose hatching and planting are detailed in Tables III and IV.






