XXXV.—OYSTER CULTIVATION IN THE NETHERLANDS.
By Dr. P. P. C. Hoex.*

[From Circular No, 2, 1879, of the Deutsche Fischerei- Vereinly

In his interesting work, Die Austern und die Austernwirthschaft, Ber-
lin, 1877 (Oysters and Oyster Cultivation), Professor Mdbius returns
a negative answer to the question, whether the artificial cultivation of
the oyster, according to the French system, can be carried on in Ger-
man coast-waters; and assigns as the principal reasons for his conclu-
sions the unfavorable conditions of tide and temperature. ’

Many a German reader will, therefore, be astonished to learn that
oyster cultivation is very.successfully carried on on the coast of the
Netherlands. I have recently published a treatise, in the Dutch lan-
guage on oyster caltivation in the Netherlands, as compared with such
cultivation in . France, and the unsuccessful attempts in that direction
made in England and on the German coasts, and at the request of Pro-
fessor Mobius, I shall here reproduce, in German translation, that por-
tion of my treatise which relates to oyster cultivation in the Nether-
lands. )

The rise in the price of oysters had produced on the coast of the
Netherlands, as in other countries, a system of fishing, which might well
be termed plandering or robbing, and the number of oysters decreased .
very perceptibly in consequence. The Texel oyster-beds have been al-
most exhausted, although a few years ago they enjoyed the reputation
of possessing a great wealthof oysters. Thus a whole ship-load of young
Texel oysters was sold in 1835 at mark 3.25 to mark 4 (77-95 cents). In
1836, Texel fishermen brought large oysters to Hamburg and Bremen
and sold them at mark 1.90 to mark 2.60 (45 to 60 cents); besides these
they sold 2,000,000 oysters to Amsterdam merchants at about 80 pfennig
(20 cents) a hundred. These oysters were sold in the Amsterdam oyster-
saloons at 2 mark (47 cents)a hundred. For a hundred oysters of the
same kind 7 mark ($1.66) were paid in 1870, and ten mark ($2.38) in
1875.

‘When the Dutch Government, in 1870, began to give attention to the
subject, the number of oysters had greatly decreased, not only on the
Texel oyster-beds, but also on those of the coast of Groningen, Friesland,

*Dr. P, P, C. Hoek, in Loiden: Ueber Austernzucht tn den Niederlanden.—Translated

by HERMAN JACOBSON. .
- ) 1020



1030 REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF FISH AND FISHERIES. [2_]

and Zeeland. After some hesitation the government resolved in the year

1870 to prohibit generalﬁshmgon the large Yersekeoyster-bed in Zeeland

ond on the large oyster-beds in the Lauwer Sea, and to rent out these

beds in small portions. This,measure was both warmly defended and

bitterly assailed. It is natural that aperson owning oyster-beds—even

if it should only be temporarily-~will take much greater care to keep up

the value of his oyster-beds, and if possible to increase their value, than

fishermen who take oysters wherever they please. These latter will of
course endeaver to obtain in the shortest possible time the greatest pos-

sible number of oysters, because they feel convinced that every oyster

which they leave on the beds will increase the wealth, not of the oyster-

bed, but that of the ﬁsherman who comes after them Many persons,

however, viewed the subJect; from a philanthropie point of view, and

maintained that it would be very hard for the ¢ poor” fishermen, who

live on the daily result of their fisheries, if géneral fishing on the oyster-

beds were prohibited, because it would require some capital, if ever so

small, to rent a portion of an oyster-bed. But regard to the interests

of the entire population gained the victory, and at the present time,

when hardly ten years have elapsed since the introduction of that
measure, every one feels thankful for it. In the beginning the rents.
were not too high even for fishermen of moderate means, especially if
they went shares with some neighpors or friends. Thus as early as 1870
gome fishermen of Tholen rented portions of an oyster-bed, and did a-
good business.

But only the Zeeland oyster-beds have recovered from their condition
of decadence, and have attained to a formerly unknown degree of pros-
perity. Ogysters are occasionally fished on the Tezel oyster-beds, but
they are so few in number that it is hardly worth the trouble. The
Groningen and Friesland beds in the Lauwer Sea have of late years
been entirely abandoned, although they afforded good fishing in former
times; principally because by the closing of the Reit Diep, a canal which
communicated with the Lauwer sea, the Zoutkamp beds in the neigh-
borkood of Vostmahan and in the Dokkuwerdiep have become entirely
worthless,

Besides the oyster-beds which are rented out, there are still in Zee-
land some public oyster-beds which do not seem to have -undergone
any material change during the last few years. The yield of these
beds is not the same every year, but in 1875 it was very good.

During the summer months access to the oyster-beds is, at least offi-
_ cially, prohibited. But the police supervision leaves much to be de-

sired, and in 1875 large numbers of young oysters were taken from
these beds during the period of prohibition, and were sold to the les-
sees of portions of oyster-beds for the purpose of restocking their beds.

The rented oyster-beds, however, are the ones which deserve our
special attention. This combination of oyster-beds forms the so-called
-Yerseke Bank in the eastern Schelde, between the coasts of South Beve-






