IL—NATURAL HISTORY OF THE MACKEREL.
'~ A.—LIFE HISTORY OF THE MACKEREL.
1.—GEOGRAPHICAL DISTEIBUTION.

The common mackerel, Scomber scombrus, is an inhabitant of the North
Atlantic Ocean. On our coast its southern limitis'in the neighborhood.
of Cape Hatteras in early spring. The fishing schooners of New En-
gland find schools of them in this region at some distance from theshore,
but there is no record of their having been taken in any numbers in shoal
Wwater south of Long Island. A.W. Simpson states that the species has
been observed in the sounds about Cape Hatteras in August, September,
and October. R.E.Earll findsevidence that stragglers occasionally enter
the Chesapeake. Along the coasts of the Middle States and of New En-
gland mackerel abound throughout the summer months, and are also
found in great numbers in the Gulf of Saint Lawrence, where, in past
Years, fishermen of the United States congregated in great numbers to
Darticipate in their capture. They are also found on the coast of
Labra,dor, though there iz no evidence that they ordinarily frequent
the waters north of the Straits of Belle Isle.

Captain Atwood* has expressed the opinion that they visit Northern
Labrador only in seasons remarkable for the prevalence of westerly

+Winds, and that in colder seasons they do not go so far north.

Professor Hind was told by the residents of Aillik and Kypokok,
Labrador, 150 miles northwest of Hamilton Inlet,that mackerel were
abundant there in 1871, and that a few were caught in cod-seines.
While at Double Island harbor, some fifteen miles north of Hopedale, a
French Canadian resident informed him that there is ¢ a scattering of
Mackerel” on that part of the coast.

They appear also at times to have been abundant on the northeast-
em coast of Newfoundland, though their appearance there is quite
Irregular. Mackerel do not occur in Hudson’s Bay nor on the coast of
Greenland. It seems probable that the natural northern limit of the
Sbecies in the Western Atlantic is not far from the Straits of Belle Isle.

rofessor Packard, who visited this region in 1866, recorded that a fow
maCI.(erel are taken in August in Salmon Bay and Red Bay, butthat the
Str 2its of Belle Isle were evidently the northern limits of the genus, while
Fortm, one of the best Canadian authorities on fisheries, in his annual
Teport for 1864, stated that in sumwer they appear in some places, such
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as Little Mecattina on the adjoining coast, latitude 503° north, and even
sometimes enter the Straits of Belle Isle.*

Perley says that they are rarely known to visit the coast of Labrador.
H. R. Storer, atter carefully studying the fauna of Southern Labrador,
in 1849, came to the conclusion that they were sometimes found at Little
Mecattina.

In the various reports of the Canadian inspectors of fisheries on the
Labrador coast from 1864 to 1870 may be found evidence that mack-
erel are rarely taken even on the Labrador coast of the Gulf of Saint
Lawrence.

Professor Verrill, who visited Anticosti and Mingan in 1861, was un-
‘able to find any mackerel in the waters of that region, although the
best methods of catching them were often used.

Some years ago mackerel were abundant in the Bay of Fundy, as

’ many as twelve vessels from Eastport, besides others, being engaged in

vy | their capture, chiefly about Digby and Saint Mary’s Bay. They have
now so0 completely disappeared as not to form an item in the commercial
‘record of the cateh.

The species is found throughout the entire length of the Norwegian
coast from the Christiana Fjord to the North Cape and Varenger Fjord,
latitude 71°.

It occurs on the south coast of Sweden, and, entering the Baltic, is
found along the shores of Eastern Denmark and Eastern Prussia, and
also abundantly in the German Ocean and the English Channel, as well
as everywhere in all parts of the British Isles, and southward to the
Mediterranean, where it abounds, especially in the Adriatic. There i8
no record of its capture in Africa, South America, in the West Indies,
Gulf of Mexico, or even about the Bermudas.

The mackerel, then, would appear to be a shore-loving fish, not ad-
dicted to wide wanderings in the ocean, and with range limited in the
Western Atlantic between latitudes 35° and 56°; in the Eastern Atlantic
between 36° and 710,

* In 1860 Capt. Peter Avery, of theschooner Alabama, of Provincetown, took 100 bar-
rels of fat mackerel at Port au Port, Newfoundland. Captain Atwood, however, has
seen them at the Bay of Islands. He has also seen large schools at Mecattina.

Capt. J. W. Collins writes :

‘‘As early as 1836, Capt. Stephen Rich, in the schooner “Good Hope”, of Glou-
cester, spent almost the entire mackerel-fishing season on the coast of Labrador in
pursuit of mackerel. He was induced by the reports brought him by the Labrador
cod-fishermen to make this attempt. They had reported seeing mackerel abundant
in the vicinity of the Straits of Belle Isle, and Captain Rich being of an adventurocus
turn decided to devote one summer to the investigation of the subject, feeling in hopes
of obtaining & large catch. My father was one of the crew, and I have often heard
him tell that the trip was entirely unsuccessful, notwithatanding the fact that they
cruised all the way from Mecattina Islands through the Straits of Belle Isle, and on
the northwest coast of Newfoundland as far down as the Bay of Islands, Few or no
mackerel were taken until the vessel returned in the fall to the southern part of the
Gulf of 8aint Lawrence, where a small fare was obtained in a few weeks fishing.”






