VII.—ON THE EARLY SHAD FISHERIES OF THE NORTH BRANCH
OF THE SUSQUEHANNA RIVER.*

BY HARRISON WRIGHT.

HisTorY.—There can be no doubt but that the Indians, for years
before the white people thought of settling at Wyoming, caught their
shad there in large quantities. Their net-sinkers, though they have for
Years been collected by archsologists, are still very plenty, and can be
found anywhere on the flats along the river in quantities, and the frag-
ments of pottery show unmistakable markings with the vertebrs of the
8had. These, together with the fact that the early settlers saw the
Indians catehing shad in a seine made of bushes (called a bush-net),
D.oint to the fact that shad on the North Branch were taken in quanti-
ties by the Indians. :

The Connecticut people who settled here over & hundred years ago
haqd, in the very start, their seines, and took the shad in numbers. As
Dear ag we can learn they were the first white people who seined the
8had in the North Branch.

During the thirty years’ war which the Connecticut gettlers had with
th.e Pennsylvania government for the possession of this valley of Wyo-
g}lng theshad supply was a great element of subsistence. For this, unlike

¢ fields, barns, and granaries, couldnot be burned by the Pennamites.
o An O.Id settler says: “ When we came back to the valley we found
dver Ything destroyed, and the only thing we could find to eat were two

ea:d shad picked up on the river shore; these we cooked, and a more
elicious meal was never partaken of by either of us.” One of the most
1tter complaints made against the Pennamites, in 1784, was that they

haq destroyed the seines.
After the Revolutionary war had ended, and the troubles between the

the“nsb’lvania claimants and the Connecticut settlers had been quieted,
e shad fisheries increased in numbers and value yearly, until about
toe Year 1830, when the dams and canal were finished and an end put
the shad fisheries. ,
thRUN-—It- would appear from the statements hereto appended that
©male fish preceded the female fish by some eight to ten days in their

- . .
an dTh‘S paper is condensed from the report of a committee of the Wyoming Historical
Gencalogical 8ociety, Harrison Wright, chairman (Wilkes-Barre, Luzerne Co.,

P .
8.), Which was published in the Fish Commission Bulletin for 1881, p. 352.—C. W. 8.
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ascent of the river, and between the ascent of the former and that of
the latter there was generally a perceptible rise in the river, and imme-
diately following it came the large roe-weighted females in great
schools. )

A map of the Susquekanna River from the junction of the West
Branch at Northumberland to Towanda, near the New York State line,
has been prepared. Upon this are noted the localitics of the fisheries
with as much aceuracy as was attainable from the accounts received by
us. Some have probably been omitted, especially in the stretch of river
from Danville to a point four miles above Bloomsburg, where we were
ansuccessful in our inquiries.

At Northumberland, or just below, was Humrmel’s fishery; between
Northumberland and Danville there were eight fisheries, in order from
Northumberland up as follows: 1. Line’s Island lower fishery ; 1. Line’s
Island middle fishery; 3. Smith’s fishery ; 4. Line’s Island upper fish-
ery; b. Scott’s fisbery; 6. Grant’s fishery; 7. Carr’s Island fishery;j
8. Rockafeller’s. The next fishery of which we have a record was the
fishery of Samucl Webb, located about four miles above Bloomburg:
Above this point about four miles, and six miles below Berwick, was
the fishery of Benjamin Boon; the next was located just above the
town of Berwick, and about a mile and a half above Berwick was the
Tuckahoe fishery (this last is the same as the Nescopeck fishery men-
tioned in Pearce’s history); the next was at Beach Haven. Betweend
‘this latter place and Nanticoke Dam there werc three, viz, one ab
Shickshinny; one just below the mouth of Hunlock’s Creek, and oné,
called the “Dutch ” fishery, on Croup’s farm. Above Nauticoke there
was one belonging to James Stewart, about opposite Jameson Harvey'’s
place, one at Fish Island, and one at Steele’s Ferry, called the Mud
fishery. The next was on Fisl’s Island, three-quarters of a mile beloW
the Wilkes Barre bridge; the next was Bowman’s fishery, immediately
below the Wilkes Barre bridge; the next was the Butler fishery, alittle
above the bridge; the next was at Mill Creek, a mile above the bridge;
the next was the Monocacy Island fishery; the next Carey’s; the next
was on Wintermoot Island, this last landing on the left bank above theé
ferry at Beauchard’s; the next was at Scovel’s Island, opposite Lacka-
wanna Creek ; this and the Falling Spring fishery next above belonged
to parties living in Providence, away up the Lackawanna. The nex?b
above was at Harding’s, in Exeter Township; the next above was ab
Keeler’s, in Wyoming County; the next was at Taylor'’s (or Three Broth-
ers,) Island; this latter fishery was no doubt the one referred to by P.
M. Osterhout as being opposite McKune’s Station, on the Lehigh Valley
Railroad ; the next was at Hunt’s Ferry, circa five miles above Tunk
hannock ; the next was Grist’s Bar, about a mile above Meshoppen; the
next was at Whitcomb’s Island, about a mile below Black Walunb
Bottom; a half a mile above this fishery was the Sterling Island fisherys
and the next above was Black Walnut, and half a mile further up w28






