XI—HISTORY OF THE TILE-FISH.

By Cart. J. W. COLLINS.

A.—INTRODUCTION,
1.—OBJECTS OF THE ESSAY.

In a large country like the United States, with a rapidly increasing
population, everything pertaining to the stbject of food for the people is
a matter of public interest. As is well known, our sea-fisheries are a
source from whenceis drawn a large amount of the most nutritions food,
which, as a rule, can be obtained by the consumer at a moderate cost.
This being the case, and the fact existing that some of the most valuable
species of our food-fishes are apparently being decreased in numbers to a
greater or less extent by overfishing, it is not surprising that much inter-
est should have been felt in the discovery off our coast, in 1879, of & new
and valuable food-fish (Lopholatilus chamwleonticeps), equaling the cod
in size, and occurring in great abundance in the locality where it was
found. But when, in the spring of 1882, fish, chiefly of this species,
were reported by incoming vessels as having been seen in countless mil-
lions floating upon the surface of the ocean in a dead or dying con-
dition, covering thousands of square miles of the sea, it is not at all won-
derful that the nublic interest was very much excited, and that a very
general desire to learn more of this species was exhibited. The followl
ing extract from an article* in the the Boston Daily Advertiser, Apri-
b5, 1882, may serve as a fair example of the con51deratxon which this sub-
Ject recelved in the public press:

‘Extensive as our list of edible fish is,” says the writer, ¢ people will
gladly welcome anything new and desirable from lake, stream, or ocean.
If to the standard cod, haddock, mackerel, and salmon we may add com-
panionship of some heretofore little known, or quite unknown, fish for
the further development of the general fisheries interest, both as regards
labor and trade, we shall be fortunate. A living question just now is,
whether or no we have a tide in the affairs of fishermen that, taken
‘at the flood,” shall lead to good fortune. The excelleut edible fish
brought to notice by our United States Fish (Jommlssloner not long
ago, and so recently found dead and floating in immeasurable numbers
upon the surface of the North Atlantic Ocean, may be the ‘coming’
fish, Not one to supersede the cod and its confreres, but possibly one

* Written by George E. Emory.
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providentially offered to enlarge the field of gustatory and commercial
possibilities. - The Tile-fish found since the late tremendous commo-
tion off our New England coast has been proved to be one of the very
best sea-fish known when cooked in a fresh state. It will probably
‘cure’ well, The flesh is very firm in texture, keeps well, cooks
nicely, and is excellent in flavor. The Tile.fish is of suitable size for
eagy handling in curing, packing, and trade. It exists in apparently
vast if not absolutely inexhaustible numbers, along the western edge of
the Gulf Stream, aud probably about the eastern edge as well. *  * *
There is possibly in this Tile-fish matter a great opportunity for our
Government Fish Commission to do work of real and permanent value,
far outweighing any prior labor accomplished by the board. Let the
Commissioners at once solve the problem so urgently demanding their
attention. With a rapidly ipcreasing demand for edible fish, the en-
hancement of prices, and the tremendous increase of capital in the
country awaiting profitable investment, there ought to be no needless
delay in action. How soon will the Fish Commission attempt practical
work to demonstrate to commercial circles and fish eaters the practical
use served by its existence? The people of the country generally want
to know just where to find the Tile-fish; they want to know its habits;
they want to know the best seasons and the best means for taking this
valuable tish.* * * * Wijll the United States Fish Commission de-
termine the facts regarding the new fish and a possible new field for
fisheries as soon as may be cobsistent with accuracy and thorough-
ness}?”

The object of this paper is to give, under one head and in a con-
venient form for reference, all that is known of the Tile-fish, and es-
pecially to place on record all the information that it has been possible
to gather concerning the phenomena which occurred in the spring of
1882, when these fish were found in extraordinary numbers floating upon
the surface of the ocean between Nantucket and the Chesapeake. Soon
after this occurrence Professor Baird placed in my hands & large amount
of data bearing on the subject, with the request that I should mark on
a chart the various tracks sailed through the dead fish by the vessels
which reported having seen them ; and he also desired that an estimate
should be made of the area covered and the probable numbers of float-
ing Lopholatilus. Before, however, my other duties permitted the ac-
cowplishment of this work, circumstances placed we in a position to
acquire much additional knowledge concerning the earliest captures of
this fish, besides many other facts which appeared to be more or less

* As will be'seen in succeeding paragraphs, Prof. Spencer F. Baird sent out an ex-
pedition to the Tile-fish grounds as early as 1880, but, unfortunately, this failed to
accomplish its purpose. Another investigation, made Ly the author in the fall of
1882, under the direction of Professor Baird (a report of which has already been pub-
jished), failed to obtain any inforwation concerning the Lopholatilus, which, at
this time, was probably so much depleted by the mortality of the previous spring
that none remained on the ground whers it bad formerly been found.






