XIV.—EEL-FISHING WITH SO-CALLED “HOMMOR” (A SPECIES
gF FISH-POT) ON THE BALTIC COAST OF SWEDEN AND IN THE
SOUND.*

By RubpoLPH LUNDBERG.

The eel is certainly found .along the entire coast of Sweden, and
€verywhere forms an object of fisheries, although their extent, and
Consequent ceonomical value, vary greatly on different portions of the
Coast. On our coasts we must distinguish between two kinds of eel-
fisheriecs—those which aim at the eels which are found on our coasts
all the year round, and those whose object is the migratory eel, which
are ouly carried on during the latter part of summer and during au-
tumn, with a special apparatus, constructed for catching migratory
ecls, the so-called ¢ hommor.”

These last-mentioned fisheries are, beyond a question, the largest and
Most important, aud both for this reason and for the sake of the con-
Clusions relative to the mode of life of the cel, which may Le drawn
from the data gathered so far, as well as the hints for further investi-
8ations which they furnish, I have thought that a brief review of this
fishery would be of interest.

_Before going any further, I deem it necessary to say a few words
With regard to the character of the apparatus in question, or the so-
Calleq “hommor,” and the manner of carrying on this fishery.

\.—

"“Om @fisket med s. k. hommor vid seenska Osterajilusten samt Oresund.”  Stockholm,
L Translated from the Swedish by IlirMAN JacOBSON.

*The fishermen wake a distinetion between the stationary and the migratory eol.
ous ‘:jher these diflerent ee.]s must h.(s cm)siflered a8 separate species or only as vari-
not ), ﬂzl_xou of age n.n(l. 80X, 1? a qm.mtmn which I will not-"uttumph 'to answer, u.sl have
e a:( an “I’pm‘t:.mn.‘\‘v to mvest.-lgute.thc su.b,]ccr.. Km_\'nr”consndcr.s tluf mlgl‘u-to.ry
bamg X{[sepm'atc specics (/ln,r(uzllau nnm"atorta), and oven Nilsson gives 1(:, a sp.ec‘ml
gnig), (sl. flm'na aczftn-oafma). Ekstrom, Yarrel, :mdvsmnu‘oi th'(f older zoo.]oglsts distin-
is ml]\"‘_“"l‘al 81)}5010& ofm:]s. More recont nutumhs‘ts, like .Su.:l)uld, think that t’hfzm
olces. "}.10 speeics of tl.m 1',nrupt?:1‘u cel, :1.11(1 even Giinther thinks that Lho.so differ-
ﬂsslmvmm]l'l;;ll?u]ly rc]:‘ltmg.to a difference in the shape of the nm;f?, (.10 n.ot entitlo us to

i ere;,:l .ox-o.nf. spe(fx?s of (fe]s. -Giiuthcr, howcver,‘ maltes o dxst:mcmon, bn.sntd on u

"ouilla?‘ull t.h.c position of t-hf) fips, I-Jot\v(.:en two I',llrr.)pc'ml spocios of c.(-.ls., viz, the
¥ oup ﬂﬂ-]".!]arm and the dnguille I(zlu'm.:lrw.. Th.u vnrletle? of t,l,x,e ecl dlsf-l.l]glllﬁht‘(l
DAy logy | t‘bnlu.’,n are the same as those givon in Nilsson’s ¢ Fauna ; but.the fishermen
cel "l‘-(f()'d -tf“ntlr?n to the sh.apu of the nose tllmn to th(f color, which \\'.lt-h the gf‘a‘ss-
gray a’m‘;s’ eel iy s vellowish groon, and with the migratory eel white or Whltlﬂ.]l
eanér i to the #ize and flaver. The grass-cel is smaller, has softer meat. and is

an the wigratory eol,
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The “homma” must be cousidercd as a large fish-pot, with one or,
generally, two arms on the sides, one being considerably shorter than
the other. They are always sct, begiuning at the coast, either one by
itself or several in a row, the longer arm of each succeeding “homma”
extending alongside or back of the one in front of it.

THE EXTENT OF THE FISHERY.

I now proceed to give an idea of the extent of this fishery. 7The
northernmost point, as far as L know, where eel-fisheries with ¢ hommor”
are carried on, is the peighborhood of Grissleham, and the coast south
of that place towards Arholma and Fjocks, where this fiskery ix said to
have commenced about the year 1840, We do not meet with any
“hommor” eel-fisheries till we reach the southern part of the coast near
Stoekholm, from Ilfsnabben to Landsort.  On the coast o' Séderman-
Jand and the northern part of the coast of Ostergotland no *“hommor”
cel-fisheries are carried on,  These fisheries, however, commmence again
in the southern part of the coast of Ostergdtland, beginning in the
neighborhood of Arko, and are carried on along the entire coast of thes
Kalmar district as {ar south as the city of Kalmar. 1 am not prepared
to say at the present time how far south ot Kalmar, towards the bound-
ary of Blekinge, these fisheries extend.  On the coast of Blekinge
these fisheries are carried on from Christianopel, and farther south
towards the districts of Thorhamn and Sturks. Fromn the latter place
they declive, and are only carried on along the outer coast-line as far
sonth as Carlshamu and the inner part of the Ilané Bay, where from
time immemorial very considerable cel-fisheries have been carried o,
along the coust of the Mjellby districty from Nogersuud and Horvik as
far as Pukavik. The migratory eel, however, do not visit the southern
part of Listerland, but are found in large numbers on the castern coast of
Seania, from Ahus and Yngsjd, as far as Stenshufvud, where eel-fisheries
are carried on along the entire coast, and farther south, past Sandham-
maren and as far as Kiasebergi.  Between the last-mentioned place and
Abbekiis the migratory eel does not come near the coast. Near Abbelkas,
however, there are considerable “hommor” eel-fisheries, but after that
we do not tind any till west of Trelleborg, prineipally in the Kiimpinge
Bay, and as far as Cape IFalsterbo.  On the other side of this cape, and
towards the sound, no ¢ hommor” eel-fisheries are met with on the
Swedish stde of the sound until we reach Rii, immediately south of
Helsingborg and farther north towards the fishing station of Viken,
where these fisheries come to an end.  On the Danish side of the sound,
however, *hommor” cel-fisheries are found both west of’ Saltholm, ov
the outer (castern) side of Amager and farther up the sound near Hum:
lIebeck and Helsingor.*  On the Danish side these fisheries cease north
of Helsingor. Formerly there were eel-fisheries near Aalsgird, im-

* See G. Winther's admmrable treatise, ** Bidrag il Kundskab om Fiskeriet ped Torbeh”
in “ Nordisk Tiduskrift for Liskeri,” vol. i, p. 316






