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A.—PREFACE BY THE OOMMISSIONER.

The alleged decrea

8e of the food-fishes along the sea-coasts and in
the lakes of the Uni

ted States induced the passage 1?3’ Congl;?lsiyoﬁ
1871, of an act authorizing the appointment by t,he. Presuier;f., fljéries o
firmation by the Senate, of a Commissioner of Fish a-nfl is .
Investigate the subject and report the facts as %Cel‘t"‘“?e‘{‘ b r‘ B?
recommendations that might seem desirable; ?‘.ﬂd Prof. bper.lcet. n.
Baird, the then Assistant, Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution,
received the appointment, ) ina.

The investigations in question were at first restricted to the e xaml,l:?d
tion of the inshore Wwaters; but the many questions arising in reg«nd
to the movements of the mackerel, the bluefish, the menha.-den‘, a o
other pelagic species, caused the Commissioner to make app hcatm; h
Congress for means to build a sea-going steamer, by the aid of whiel
the movements of the seq figh could be more readily followed, and their
lines of migration anq winter habitat determined. An appropna-moil
of 8103,000 was accordingly made in 1881 for building such a vesztla1 ;
which wasg, however, found insufficient to construct a steamer upon di
approved plans of Mr. Charles W, Copeland, of New York. An ad lt-‘
tional sum having been allowed by Congress, making an aggregatv%f;
3145,000, proposals were invited, and Messrs. Pusey & Jongsa of . h!r;
mington, Del., being the lowest bidders, and their offer coming wit fu '
the amount of the appropriation, work was commenced by that firm i
March, 1882, and the trial trip was made December 30, 1882,
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