XVII.—NOTES ON THE NEW ENGLAND FISHERY FOR SWORD-
FISH DURING THE SEASON OF 1884.

By A. HowARD CLARK.

The following brief notes on the swordfish fishery were gathered dur-
ing a visit to Gloucester, Mass., in September and October, 1884, and
are supplementary to the paper by Mr. G. Brown Goode, entitled * Mate-
rials for a History of Swordfishes,” published in the Fish Commission
Report for 1880. .

This industry was of unusual importance in 1884 ; the fish were very | ,
abundant and a large number of vessels were engaged in their capture,
In previous years the fleet had not exceeded fifty sail, but this year it
numbered over one hundred vessels. The catch, including those taken
by the regular fleet, by mackerel and cod vessels, and by others, is esti-
mated at 7,000 fish, equal to nearly 2,000,000 pounds weight, and valued
at 860,000, '

The season began on the usual grounds off Montauk Point, Long
Island, on June 9, when, according to Captain Gooding, the first cap-
ture was made by the schooner Emma. On June 156 Captain Warren
Ball, of boat Active, made the first capture in the vicinity of Block
Island. As the fish Lecame more plentiful the fieet increased in size
until it numbered thirty sail from ports between Block Island, New
LOlltilon, and Wellfleet. Some of these vessels continued the fishery .
south of Cape Cod throughout the summer, but most of them by the|
latter part of July had changed their cruising grounds to the Gulf o 1
Maille, where the fish were larger and in greater abundance thau on the!
Southern grounds. During August the northern fleet was gradually
aJ{gmented by vessels from Massachusetts and Maine ports, led int ’
this fishery by the scarcity of hake and other species, and the promise ™~
of a profitable swordfish season. At the beginning of September nearly
8 hundred vessels were cruising between Cape Ann and Grand Manan
Bank, in the Bay of Fundy.

The best fishing grounds in August were on the inner Jeftries and
from 12 to 15 miles off shore from Boon Island and Wood Island, Maine.
The nearest inshore that fish were captured was within 3 to ¢ miles
of the coast. At some seasons many of the flest cruise on George’s
B@nk, but this year none of them went there except the schooner Emma
Clifton. A number of swordfish were taken on George’s by the regula
cod fishermen, who report the fish very abundant there, particularly on ¢

the schtheast part of the Bank.
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Mr. Edwin A. Leavitt, of schooner Lizzie W. Hunt, of Saco, Me., states
that about August 28 he was cruising 12 miles east-southeast of the
Isles of Shoals and counted forty-seven swordtish vessels in sight,
and he thinks that during that week these vessels eaptured 1,000 fish.
At the same time other vessels were cruising farther to the eastward.
The Lizzie W. Hunt took 82 swordfish from J uly 14 to September G, and

{) / Captain Wallace of that vessel says that in his cight years’ experience
be never before saw them 8o abundant.

The farthest eastward that the fish were reported was in latitude 44°
15/, and longitude 589, where they were seen by Capt. E. L. Jerrell, of
New Bedford.

The season was at its height during the month of August and until
the latter part of September, when the fish began to disappear; by
October 10 they had left the coast.

Inquiry was made of more than fifty fishermen regarding the spawn-
ing babits of swordfish, and with very few exceptions there was a total
ignorance oun the subject. In reply to the question whether they had
ever seen Spawn in the fish, the usual answer was, “No, we never saw
any; the fish must all be males.” The opinion generally expressed by
the fishermen was that very few if any female swordfish visit this coast,
and that their spawning ground must be in distant waters. Capt.
Horace J. Drew, of schooner Send, Lelonging at Plymouth, thinks that
spawning fish sometimes visit this coast, for in 1883 he saw what he
thought was vearly ripe spawn in a medium-sized fish; it had the ap-
pearance of cod spawn in shape, though much larger.

The most interesting statement on this subject was by Capt. William
T. Gooding, of New London, Conn. He has been swordfishing for
twenty-two years and has the points of three swords in the planking of
his vessel. In an interview September 8 he said that about August 15,
1884, he caught a female swordfish off Monhegan, Me., that weighed
about 450 pounds: ¢ The spawn was running out. On dressing the
fish I examined this spawn. It was red and about like a cod roe after
spawning; in two bags about 12 inches long and 4 or 5 inches through.
The eggs were about the size of small peas. I thought of saving this
speeimen, but being eager to get to market with my catch I forgot it,
and it was thrown overboarq by one of the crew.”

The principal food of swordfish during the past season, south of Cape
Cod, was squid and skipjack ;. while in the Gulf of Maine they lived
chiefly on dogfish, mackerel, and herring. According to statements of
fishermen, a swordfish never touches a still bait. They will break into
a school of fish, then sink down, and take their prey while it is moving.

The smallest specimen reported by any of the fishermen weighed 22
pounds, fresh from the water, and was caught off Block Island early in
the season. Amnother -veighing 32 pounds, sword and all, was taken by
Captain Hammond, of schooner Gracie M. Phillips. The largest one is
reported by Mr. D. W, Williamson, of Wellfleet, who says, in a letter
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