XXI.—THE FISHERIES OF ICELAND.*

By AUG. GARDE.

_The board of directors of the Danish Fishery Association had kindly
Ig):;(;; its consen-t .to my visiting Iceland fluring last summer for the
of Ic(jfi of exal.mmng tl}e Jeeland salmon 1l§herles; and th'e.Assembly
retay ‘"Ed (Alting) .fm:mshcd the necessary funds. My position as see-
eVer;;;l?' the aSS(.')(:.lat-IOH of c?urse' made it my (j{ut.y to tak‘e not-wu: of
my jou g p'ertmmng to the fisheries, w'he.re\'e.r it was possible durn.lg

iua"erne‘y, in 01"(101- to rcp.ay the .:tssocmtmnl in some measure ?01' 1t8
tendedss in h@\'mg the daily routine work. of‘the se.cretury’s office at-

o iy t.o‘(llu:mg my absence. .As my principal object, however, was

Celaud%tlgatlou of the.salmon fisheries, and as therefore my travels in
chance ttook me away from '%he cgast, 1 goulq not ex pect. to lm.vcj m}wh
Sourceg 0. f)bservo'the sea hshcnqs, which formn one _01 the prmmpfﬂ

At i O‘f income in Iceland, and in r‘egar(l to \vln.ch it has been S‘d‘.ld
re\,enuglo_pe:t‘ly l_nan'age.d they would yield as much income as the entire
Went o i)t the Di}msh b}ltte' and lard trade. 1 must co_nfess that 1
Sheries :310121'11(1 with the idea that all that could b'e seen of the Iceland
at in th.urmg a short stay would be compa 'ut.n'ely well known,‘so
otimati 18 respect I 'would scarcely be able tg bring home any new -
ang llea,ll.i', I am Opllged to state "Lhat-, Dotlt in respect to the ﬁsherlcs
ad non)b("\'erythnfg else concerning Iceland, I was greatly nu.staken.
Mark we 1 een long in Ieeland before l.t. became cleu}' to me t-lmt- in I)elrh
Beucra)y ave & great many erroneous ideas concerning this island. We
it i 1lar)(,1 11mugm.o, Icelamrl to bp a disagreeable and poor (:oun.tr_v, where
MY reade y posmblfz tf) live 'thh any d.egrcc of comfort. 1can assure
inyw at Dl: b’Lhat this is a l.mstaken. notion. It should be l‘()ll](:l?lllcl‘ud
80parates tI; )Oé the globe [f;el;md is 'locuted,- and tha.t, a vast dlSt-aI‘lCO
tha 1nost 1:4 0p(;uhagen Ixchange from tl.nc Tceland markets. 1 Lh-mk
?ries, theif%oplo in Denmark 1(1.10\3' very httl(? :a!)(‘)ut, the }cela}lul 11‘sh-

Il’mperl 1‘1“1)01'tance, and their future 1)(?5511)1110(‘8; which fisheries,
he ’“Othez developed, would greatly benefit not only lccland.but also
tven g, cursCOl'mtry. ) 1t was not long, thcr(:,fore,. before T 1"cuhlzcd t,hn‘h
tonaj j,, 00? examination of the Ieeland hsh‘crles.\vould furnish addi-

vier acc()Il)nr ant miornmt'lon to me. .1 therefore intend to give somo

1t of my experience.
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The location of Teeland and its numerous fiords, penctrating far into
the country, both in the west, north, and cast, make it a home for a pop-
ulation whose principal sonrce of income must be the fisheries. The
sea around Iceland is particularly rich in fish, and it must be considered
a low estimate when the extent of its fishing banks i stated to be 1,000
square miles, or about one-halt’ as much as the entire area of the island.
The fishing grounds around leeland arve probably much larger, as they
extend all arcund the island aud for many miles out to sea. Al that
is required is to find the fish in tho right place and at the right tim¢
It is not necessary to stay long on the coast: of leeland before one dis:
covers that an exceedingly productive sca washes these shores,  The
water literally swarms with animal life. The fish which are brought ot
shore are fut and of very fine quality, and close up to the coast ther¢
are fish which form an excellent article of food. 1t is, therefore, not
surprising that foreign nations, including France, England, and Nor”
way, take o share in the leeland fisheries. During the present year
(1884) even the Americans visited the Jeelund waters, as two schooners
came {rom the well-known fishing station of Gloucester inovder to cateh
Ialibut.  The manner in which the Americans take hold of such matters
is well illustrated by the expedition of these two sehooners.  When one
of the American commissioners to the Bervlin Exposition of 1880 wenb
home he paid a visit to England, and was informed by English col
fishermen tbat they often caught large quantities of halibut near Tee-
land. This information drew the attention of the Americans to Leclands
as salt halibut is much sought after by the smolke-houses; and if mat-
ters really were as the Grimsby fishermen stated, it would be mueht
more advantageous for American fishing vessels to visit Lecland thar
the west coast of Greenland.. At the London Exhibition of 1883 tho
Aanpericans found this information confirmed, and the consequence wis
the immediate dispateh of the two schooners to Ieeland,  When 1 wi §
in the southern part of leeland it was known that the American vesst 5
had arrived, but it could not be ascertained what success they had meb
with. In the middle of August the two schooners had not yet returned
to Gloucester, »which was considered a good sign, as they certainly
would have returned long since if they had caught few or no fish.
have culled attention to this determined way of engaging in a now e
terprise, which contrasts so strongly with the slow development of the
Danish sea fisheries.

The great fisheries near leeland have for their object principally cody
herring, and sharks; and it is parvicularly cod and herring that u.tmw.ﬁ
foreign fishermen to these waters, Besides these fish, whales and halv
but are caught. The Ieelanders also catch lump-fish, tlat-fish, and other
small fish; and in the fresh waters considerable salmon and trout fish
cries are carried on.

The cod fisheries are the most importaut of. all the Ieeland {isheries:
The catches of large codfish form the basis of the entire trade in 8&






