XXIV.—THE FRESHWATER FISHERIES OF ICELAND.

[ A repors to the Assembly of Iceland.]

After Inaking due preparation I reached Silfrastadir, Iceland, on July
) 18843 and on the following day stopped at Lake Ljosavatn. At
reagzy 1 I had been told that this lake was very deep, and partly for this
lake N and partly with the view to become acquainted w1th‘a-u Icglapd
SDec;s 59011 as possible; a man and boat were engaged to aid me in in-
ake 0g it. On the man taking me to the place where he thought the
now Was deepest, I measured 6 fathoms ; then 11, 13,14, and 12. I had
boa Passed the place which was supposed to be deepest, and as the
at iWaS really not safe, I stopped measuring. Afterwards I was told
o wn Some places this lake is 17 fathoms deep. The temperature of
elsiuater Dear the surface was 94°, and at the dgpth of 8 futhoms 8°
Smay)) :' TFhere are comparatively few fish in this lake, and thqy are
" ag mllc}l:d ot very fat, althoughI have been informed that some weghed
Tom o as 8 pounds. The fish which I had occasion to examine welghefl
tion, h‘Ie'(}Ual'cer to three-quarters pound, and appeared in goo_d condi-
he foodObc'Of them seemed to be trout, and but few were mountain-trout. -
Sma)] 4 of the fish consisted of larves of flies and gnats, and a few
nails,
oss&nl:ef ¢ I must say, regarding the Iceland fre.shwater fish, that
ong tt? llumeworial there has been a great cont"usxon of names, both
begy abl ¢ ﬁShex.'men and the writers on this subject. I have not yet
that ee FO f}msh examining the material I gathered; but I can state
Principal kinds of fish in the fresh waters of Iceland are salmon,
there 32“&{@111&1‘01&, eels, and sticklebacks. I must add, however, that
 Ieel, Ifferent varieties both of the trout aud the mountau'l-trout.
by t[llxd teru} stlungur must be considered as a name borne in com-
Somq plac € Various species of .trout and mountain-trout, although in
the « gl‘(a ©S 1t means simply the trout, that variety which I would call
the ouus;; t.rollt.” The word sgjoreidur was used both for the trout and
By ¢ o to a1n-trout which come up from the sea to spawn in fresh water.
is calle rm_laksebrodcr the Icelanders mean the fish which in Deumark
White trout or salmon trout ; blelja and birting are different
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names for the .mountain-trout, and sjobirting is the name of the trout
which goes into fresh waters from the sea. There are a numnber of othet
local names used for these fish. _

On July 20 I visited the Falls of thg Goda and several points alons
the Skjalfanda River. A salmon-ladder might casily be constructed on
‘the western side of the little fall, near the grotto, and possibly one might
Pe constructed also near the great fall. The little fall is about 18 or 20 .
fget high, and the great fall about 42 feet. I took these measurements
with a sounding-line, and as near the main current as possible.

The Skjaltanda River does not contain much animal life, and probably
there is none atall in that portion which is near the falls. Nor was ther®
any trace of vegetation. Above the Goda Falls the river has several ‘
tributaries containing trout and mountain-trout, which also go into the -
Skjalfanda. In its lower course there are said to be some salmon and
trout ; but there is no prospect that the fisheries in this river will ever
be of any importance, and its whole character shows that it has never
been rich in fish. ) ’

The Reykiadals4 River, with its tributaries, which flows into the Laxé
River, and through the Vestmannsvatn and some other lakes, has an
entirely different character. The nature of this valley and its animal
and vegetable life show different and much more favorable conditiol{S
for the life of fish than the Skjalfanda and the valley through which it
flows. In the Reykia valley the salmon are said to ascend very highs
and there are many trout and mountain-trout. The salmon fisheries
however, have declined greatly. The spawning season of the salmonl .
is supposed to be in October.

Making Mula my headquarters I made several excursions in the Lax#
valley on July 21 and 22. Near Bruarfos there are falls, none of thenl
however, would hinder the ascent of salmon if the narrow passage on
the west side of the largest island was widened somewhat, which coul
easily be done by blasting on both sides of the marrow passage. It 18
true that the falls are very long, but as there are resting-places here an
there it may well be compared with a large natural staircase, and the
fish could doubtless easily ascend it, provided that above the falls they
could find natural conditions favorable to propagation and to the exist:
ence of young fry. I have not been able to obtain much informatio?
as to whether salimon have ever been caught above the falls, but it was
thought that no suitable spawning places were there. In this l‘eSPec’t
I examined its course near Tver4, and also in the neighborhood of theé
Myvatn Lake, and several places would, in my opinion, be suitable 0T
the spawning of salmon. But I must add that the conditions may P°
very different during the spawning season from what they were ind 1115t
when 1 visited these places ; possibly the water of the Lax4 is in mf"'“’
places too warm, owing to its tributaries coming from the warm spl‘lu‘gs
in the valley, and also on account of the numerous trout and mountat?’
trout which devour many salmon eggs.






