XXXIII.—SOME RESULTS OF CARP CULTURE IN THE UNITED
STATES. _

By CBas. W. SMILEY.

A report of the distribution of carp, made by the United States Fish
Commission, from the young reared in 1879 and 1880, has already been
published in the report of 1882, page 943. In order to ascertain what
success these persons had had, a circular was prepared and sent out in
July, 1883, to over two thousand addresses named in that report. The
circular was accompanied by a blank form containing 15 questions, as
follows:

1. When did you first receive carp, and how many?

2. Have you received any since?

3. What have you kept them int If & pond, state its size and depth,
and the nature of its bottom.

4, How much water usually flows t

5. What water-plants or grasses does it contain?

6. What other fish, frogs, turtles, &c., does it contain 1

7. What food do you give the carp? How oftent

8. How many carp have you of the original lot?

9. How many young have they produced ?

10. What is the present size or weight of the old ones?

11. What is the size or weight of the young ones?

12. What disposition have you made of any of the young

13. Have you ecaten any carp? How were they cooked, and what
Was the opinion of their edible qualities?

14. Have the carp been troubled by any disease or fatality ?

15. What has been your most serious difficulty in their care 1

F-Jom the replies received to this circular and from the correspond-
eucd of the Commission the 1,036 statements which follow have been

compiled. These are classified geographically -as follows:

hrough it, and how cold is it1

Statements.

New England States .e..eeceeescesresmarsenctaseeneceeaacane 40
M{QQle States. .. ...ooeceeneeesss e eee e ieeeeeeaaaaaan 176
Sq 1@ASLETT SLALES « oo <o e naesomressocmest st ts e 364
Southwestern States .oe..ee eeeseen e meereeneens o eeeanaean- 249
Northwestern States . .c....- SRR .. 175
Pacific Slope and Great Plaing ....ccxeeee--. ceeaenee o seanene 32
Total ..o.covvnnn-- s e eeemeeeeeeeceaaaa e 1,036
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The following exhibit shows the number from each State and Terri-
tory:

States and Territories. Number. States and Territories. Number.
AlaDAMA. cccceiiniiiriarecaiem e 21 || Mississippi . 43
Arizona . .- ... 2 || Missour1.... . 26
Arkansas 1 || Nebrasksa... . 3
Californi R || Now Hampshire ....ceocceiecenecennans 2
Colorado 12 || New Jorsey . .coeaeeeenee .. 29
Conpectiout. .- 21 || Now Mexico .. 2
DolaWware .....cocoeee- 91 New York..... G5
District of Columbis 8 || North Carolina 28
Florida . 8 || Ohio...-.. Ceceeen . 69
Georgia. 46 | OTOEON .vvviiiniee i eceiieiiaeaaaas 2
Xdaho. .. .. 1 || Pennsylvania.......... . 73
10018 s aceecueecarnntianisaocsonaenann 26 || Rhode Island . 1
INAINDB ceeevervoroncnaceacacs .- 17 || South Carolina 36
Indian Territory. 1 || Tennesseo - ... ! 56

7| Texas....... 67

32 Utah ..... 4

.- 20 || Vermont......coeeeneen 2

LOMISIANA .« cviccccanemeraccaracccsnancs 6 | Virginia .... .- 110

Maine .....ecemceenn- West Virginia 25

Marylapd ..... 105 || Wisconsiu . 8
Massachusetts 12 | —

Michigan ... 3 TotAl ceviieiiiiaiiieccaace e i 1, 036

Minnesota .. b

The facts and opinions obtained concerning the edible qualities of
carp have already been compiled and published in the Fish Commis-
sion Bulletin for 1833, page 305. An extra edition of this paper was pub-
lished in pamphlet form and copies have been sent to persons making
inquiries concerning the value of carp for food.

In the following statements the entire testimony is cited both for and
against carp, in order that readers may be able to judge for themselves
concerning its value and in regard to the standing of carp as an Ameri-
can food-fish.

It will easily be seen that the meagre results attained by some per-
sons were due to a neglect of the following suggestions which the Com-
missioner has made to every applicant by printing them upon the blank
form which each person desiring carp is required to fill out:

«It may be well to state that it is of no use to introduce carp in
waters already occupied with such fish as bass, sunfish, perch, trout, or
any other flesh-eating species whatever; even chubs and minnows are
objectionable. Although the fish supplied might not be liable to in-
jury, their eggs and young would certainly be devoured, and no result
would come from the experiment. 1t is, therefore, recommended to
persons interested in the subject who are not sure that their present
ponds are free from fish, to begin by preparing a pond of say fifty feet
square for the reception of the carp. After they have attained the age
of from three to six months, they may be transferred to other suitable
waters.”






