XXXV.—OYSTER-CULTURE AS SEEN AT THE LONDON FISH-
ERIES EXHIBITION.*

By S. A. Buca.

Judging from the great importance of oyster-culture, a much larger
Dumber of exhibitors was looked for. The countries which were well
Tepresented were England, Holland, America, and Spain. Irance had
Temarkably tew exhibitors. )

In speaking of apparatus used in oyster-culture and in the oyster
ﬁsheries I shall have special regard to those which might possibly be
Introduced in Norway and which are adapted to our circumstances.

Among the English exhibitors the Whitstable Oyster Company de-
8erves special mention, as it exhibited @ complete and very instructive
collection of everything relating to the oyster fisheries on the company’s
beds. In Whitstable, a small town on the south bank of the Thames,
this trade is of very ancient date, and the company referred to acquired

the full ownership of these beds Ly an act of Parliament as early as

1763, and had even carried on these fisheries for some time previous to
always under water, and are of con-

that date. These oyster-beds are

Siderable extent. The gathering of young oysters on artificial collectors
i8 not carried on here; but those young Oysters which lhave been de-
Posited on natural objects outside the oyster-beds, as on stones, oyster-
shells, &ec., are collected bY means of bottom-serapers, sorted, and
blanted on beds outside the towil. The limits of the beds are carefully
deﬁned, and are constantly guarded by three or four watcli-ships,
which Jie at anchor on different parts of the banlks. This gathering of
Young oysters is carried on all the year round by about oue hundred
Small vessels on those banks where the oyster fisheries ave free. These
vessels are not owned by the company, but belong to different persons,
some of whom are shareholders. The young oysters are sold to the
company, which plants them on the banks mentioned above, of which

1t is the sole owner.

As the consumption of 0Y
80 much that it was found impossi
ner described above, the company 1l
lons of French oysters, which are raisec

e

sters during the last few years has increased
ble to satisfy the demand in thoe man-
has for several years imported mill-
1 on the Whitstable banks, and
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are s0ld when they are threc or four years old. The oysters which are
to be sold are talken from the beds with bottom-scrapers by the so-called
dredgers, and are sorted on board. Those which are too young for the
market are, of course, again placed in the water; and as the beds are
arranged in such a manner as to have oysters of different ages separate,
young oysters can very easily be taken up and planted, which aids the
work considerably.

Besides models of vessels, bottom- scrapers, and other apparatus, the
company also exhibited a very fine collection of oysters of different ages,
of sponges and alge found on the beds, and of various enemies of the
oyster. As the oyster fisheries with us are carried on in a very differ-
ent manner from what they are in England, and as our fisheries will,
owing to the different nature of the bottom, hardly undergo any change
in the near future, a description of the apparatus exhibited by the
‘Whitstable Company will scarcely be of interest to the Norwegian
publie.

Lord Scott, the owner of beds and delIlb for young oysters oun the
Isle of Wight, exhibited models of two basins. They were both dug
out of the ground and surrounded by strong embankments, heldtogether
by piles and wicker-work, clay and stones Leing placed between the
layers of wicker-work. Tbhe inside of the basin is lined with birch
branches. They aro connected with the sea by a pipe laving a knee,
which when the tide is out is turned aside, so as to receive the super-
fluous water and carry it out inte the sea, whenever it is desirable to
change the depth of water. It is said that experience has taught that
in this manner the water is ecasily renewed without oceasioning any
considerable loss of young oysters. On aceount of the heavy swell on
the English coast, the basin is filled in the same manner, when the tide
comes in, simply by beuding the pipe in one or the other direction.

Oue of the basins occupies an area of three-fourths of an acre and the
other 1 acre. Their depth varies from 4 to ¢ feet. When the water is
low, both basins can be emptied completely. These basins are used
exclusively for gathering young oysters. Near to them are the beds
which are used both for keeping and fattening the mother oysters and
for raising young oysters.

Towards the end of May there are gathcred from the beds and planted
in the basins a suitable number (gencrally from 15,000 to 20,000) of
mother oysters. They are laid on the bottom, betweeu the scaffolding
of laths on which the collectors are placed. The scaffolding is 30 cen-
timeters high [about 12 inches], 1 centimeter broad [about four-tenths
inch|, and of the same length as the basin. 1t rests on the bottom, and
on it are placed laths, on which the bricks are laid. The bricks used
here are gencrally flat, it being asserted that the oysters can more casily
be taken off than from the long and bent bricks used at Arcachon.
Before the bricks are laid on the scaffolding they are dipped in a mix-
ture composed of eight parts sand and two purtslime. In this mixture






