L—REPORT ON THE WORK OF THE UNITED STATES FISIt COM-
MISSION STEAMER ALBATROSS FOR TIHE YEAR ENDING
DECEMBLR 31, 1884.

By Lizur.-Coammanpen Z, L. Taxyer, U, S, N., COMMANDING,

The Albatross was on Skinner & Son’s Marine Railway, Baltimore,
Md,, at the close of my last report ending December 31, 1883, for the
Purpose of cleaning and painting her bottom.

fl'ho weather on January 1, 1884, was unfavorable for our work, being
rainy and misty, followed on the 2d by severe cold, which not ouly in-
terfered with putting on the paint, but delayed its drying on the frosty
surface ot the jiron. We succeeded, however, in getting on two coats,
the first of red lead, followed by one of white zine; and lowered her frow
the railway into the water on the evening of the 5th, although the last
coat of paint was not thoroughly dry. "The ice was forming rapidly in
the bay and harbor, and we feared it would cause us serious delay it we
Yewained longer on the dock. As it was, we found it between two and
three inches thick when we left the lLarbor the following morning, amdl
Were obliged to force our way through it, seraping the fresh paint from
the vessel’s sides and bottom several feot below the water-line.

. Arriving at Hampton Roads at 12.20 a. . on the 7th, we anchored
till daylight, then steamed up to the navy-yard, Norfolk, Va., and
IuOO‘I'e(l to the coal wharf at 8.40 a, m. We went to Norfolk to escape
the 1ce, to fill up with coal, and to meet the naturalists, who joined us at
that port. The coal was on board on the evening of the 9th, and the
vessel ready for sea. .

Our destination was the West Indies, where, under the direction of
]t::(’si‘:gfiﬁ of Navigation, N avy 1?e1)=1.1~tn\ent, we were to bo empl?b‘f’fl‘

g, decep-sca sounding, &e. The Hydrographer and the Chief
of the Bureau of Navigation considered it desirable to have the Carib-
Dean Sea sounded, its currents and temperatures observed, besides
other investigations in that region which could be mado only by &
Steamer completely fitted for the work. The Navy had no available
"033_01 at the time, and knowing that the Albatross was cmivently
Qualified to perform the rather difficalt task, the Chief of the Bureau rc-
quested her services for the winter.
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- The following correspondence will explain the arrangements finully
made with the Bureau of Navigation, and also the instruections under
which we were about to sail:

BUREAU OF NAVIGATION, NAVY DEPARTMENT,
. Washington, D. C., November 27, 1883,
Sir: Referring to our conversation of a few days ago, I have the
houor to ask whether it will be practicable to obtain the use of the U.
8. F. C. steamer Albatross this winter, for the purpose of making surveys
and examinations in the Caribbean Sea under the direction of this
Bureau.

Very respectfully, 5 G. WALKER
. . v ,

. Chicf of Burcau.
Prof. SPENCER T. BAIRD,
Secretary Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D. C.

U. 8. CoMMISSION 01* FIsO AND FISHERIBS,
Washington, D. C., December 1, 1883.

Sik : In reply to your letter of November 27, I beg to say that it will
give me much pleasure to authorizo the use of the steamer Albatross
for the performance of the service desired by the Navy Department—
namely, of prosecuting soundings and surveys in the Caribbean Sea.

The steamer is now being placed in a thorough state of efliciency and
equipment at the expense of the U. 8. Ifish Commission, and in the
event of her entering on your work it is to Lo understood that all
expenses of maintenance and repairs are to be borne by the Navy De-
partmont during hor term of service; and that the vessel is to be re-
turned to the Commission at the navy-yard in Washington or in New
York by the 1st of May next, with clecan Dottom and in an equally per-
fect condition, and ready for service.

Captain Tanner will be duly instructed to carry out any plan of oper-
ations you may designate as being desired by the Department.

I bave the honor to be, very respectiully, your obedient servant,

S. I, BAIRD,
Commissioner.
Commodore J. G. WALKER,
Chicf of Bureau of Navigation, Navy Department.

BUREAU or NAVIGATION, NAVY DEPARTMENT,
Washington, D. ., December 14, 1883.

SIR : I have the honor to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of
your letter of the 1lst.instant, authorizing the use of the Ifish Cominis-
sion steamer Albatross in the prosccation of surveys in the Caribbean
Sea, under the direction of the Burcau of Navigation, provided that
all the expenses of maintenance and repaivs are to be borne by the
Navy Departwent during the term of her service, and tho vessel to be
returned to the I'ish Commission at Washington or New York by May
1st next, with clean bottom and in a condition as good as that in which
she was received. .

In reply 1 have the honor to state that all expenses of maintenance
and repaiv of the vessel during the term she is under {he direction of
the Bureau of Navigation will be borne by the Bureau, sud the vessel
will be returned to the Ifish Commission, either at New York or Wash-






