VIIL—REPORT OF OPERATIONS AT THE U. S. SALMON AND
TROUT STATIONS ON THE McCLOUD RIVER, CALIFORNIA, FOR
THE YEAR 1885. ,

By LIVINGSTON STONE.

BALMON.

EVerything at this station remains in very much the same condition
45 at the close of my last report, active operations not having been car-
Tled on here during this year. ’
th'An Darties agree in reporting a very small run of salmon in the river
.8 year, Indeed, salmon appear to have been scarcer than ever be-
bOre In the McCloud River. This scarcity was probably caused partly

Y the illegal small-mesh fishing of the Chinese and Portuguese in the

dCramento, partly by the great number of sea-lions at the mouth of
sue Sacramento River, and partly by the great draft upon the salmon

'Dply which is made by the numerous canneries on the river,

h.0 effect of these destructive agencies upon the supply of salmon in
til()ﬁul:lver was not felt solong as it was being offset by artificial propaga-
ort l; but now that this has been suspended or nearly suspended for two
in I]’GG years, the diminution of salmon in the Sacramento is becom-

urg a az‘mmgly apparent, and unless something is speedily done on a

: g 156 scale, In the way of hatching salmon and placing them in the Sac-
~lento or its tributaries, the river will soon be depleted of its most
Valuable figh, . .

TROUT.

fu éxf-;ez the date of my last r.eport (October 1, 1884) .nothing.of special
00108 docgllx-lved :?,t the Ullltefl State.s trout-breeding station on Fhe
l'ain.stu River ul_ltll abont Christmas time, wheﬁm one of those terrific
iteq thon;s pecuhar.to the, west slope of the Sierra Nevada range vis-
rout. )e IcCloud River. It‘mmed in such tOI’I‘L’,}ltS and the river and
83 fetyl gfl‘ld creek rose so rapidly as to cause considerable a'lzmn for the
8 stat] tl{e trout and the station. Mr. Green, the superintendent of
“Dee 102’ m 2» letter written ou the spot, speaks of the storm as follows:
ore ane:ln ¢r 25, 1884.—1t has rained all the time since I wrote you be-
gett’in Indications are of another flood. The water in the river is
[f]up near the house, the large rocks in front are all covered, and
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great trees, root and branch, are passing every minute. The creck runs
through one corner of the hatching-house. We have not shut our eyes
for two days and nights, and to-night will be much the worst of any yet.
‘We—my brother, myself, and two men—have been outin the pouringrain
all day, and this afternoon, as I write, at 3 o’clock, have managed to
save everything, with the exception of one trap and perbaps one boat.
The traps are all some ten feet under water, but, as far as I can see,
are still there. There is also one boat—one of the small ones—that we
cannot get to. I do not know whether it is gone or mot. Itis very
dangerous crossing the creeks, especially after dark. The water comes
into the pond thick with mud; the fish all seem very uneasy, and are jump-
ing continually, but I think they are all right as yet. One of our best
dogs attempted to cross the creek this afternoon on a log, but for some
reason slipped off and fell into the water, when he was immediately taken
ander and carried to the river. He kept his head up for about & mile.
We started down the bank as fast as we could run, but could not kecp
in sight of him, and the last we saw he was sinking. Should the raiu
continue hard until to-morrow morning, it will reach the high mark made
in1881. Since commencing this letter the river hasrisen a foot. I will
write more in the morning. Expect a very severe night, as the ponds
require our constant attention.

“Later (midnight).—It is still raining, but not so hard. The water
bas been at a standstill since 10 p. m. The water in the ponds is thick
with mud, and the fish areall gathered under the fall where it poursin.
I am running as little water through the ponds as possible to-night, s0
as to keep out all the mud I can. The creek is fearfully high, but as
yot I think the trap is safe, although it is impossible to be sure. I have
never seen the McCloud so high except once before, and that was in the
flood of 1881.

“TLater (December 26, 9 a. m.)—It began raining harder about 2 a.
m., and continued until nearly daylight; but since light, although it
has been very dark and cloudy, it has not rained. The crcek keeps
about the same, but the water in the river has fallen two feet or morc,
go I think the danger of a flood is passed. The ponds are about six
inches deep with mud, and we are now busy getting it out. Some eight
or ten trout have died, but the rest look well, and just as soon as the
water gets clear 1 shall take some oggs. Should have overhauled the
fish before this had the weather been good ; but being as it was, I dared
not take eggs, for they would all have died at once when the mud
struck them. We shall get no mail now for several days, as no boats
can cross the river.”

The worst of the storm was over by the next day, and ou the day fol-
lowing (December 27) the spawning season began with the taking of
15,000 eggs. This storm was succeeded by one of the driest winters
ever known in Northern California. This was unfavorable to the tak-
ing of eggs, because it kept the river trout from running up the creeks






