X.~REPORT ON THE PROPAGATION OF SCROODIC SALMON IN
1885-°86.

By CuarLis G. ATKINS.

On my first visit to the station, September 15, I found everything in-
8004 orger and the preparation for fall work in a satisfactory stage.
L. Munson, the foreman, who had been at work without help sinee Sep-
Clber 1, had among other items of work set the stakes for the main
nets, and gathered 190 bushels of moss, of which 175 bushels had been

Tled in the sun. The additiou of 15 bushels more of green moss would
glv@ U8 an ample store for packing purposes. The approach of the
Eé:;lw"lng season was heralded by the appearance ou the 15th of three

Won at the bridge across the streamn. Two days later the setting of

' nets across the stream was completed.

ag OXCavations in the gravel by female salmon were to be seon as early
Ctober 22, and trom that date forward in increasing numbers. On

N 2‘%“1 the fishing pounds were completed, being five days earlier
ean In 1884, and six days earlier than in 1883, The plan of previous

3:1‘8 was followed without material chunge.

" ;); thfb first five nights the catch was small, the aggrogate b(}ing 121,
The | © njght of October 29, we took 56 salmon, and the next night 107.
Proy itter .uumber was the maximum for this season, the nearest ap-

*ovc to it .beiug 99 taken on the night ot November 8. As carly as

R ember 1 it had becomne apparent from the relative number of female

a‘nc(adggregﬁﬁng‘ 195, against 123 males), that the season was far ad-
on t ©d and was likely to yield less than an average number of fish, and

he 18th we closed operations with an aggregate cateh of 611 females,

Catcl?al-es’ and 1 salmon of unknown sex, a total of 811, the sma,llet}t

fact mfllnce the organization of the station. Cousidered by itself .t.hls

ang & 1ght reaspr{ably cause apprehension as to the future sgpply of fish

mon, o%‘gs’ but it is offset by the well-attested abundance of young sal-

out] Séveral stages of growth in Grand Lake Stream and about the
8t of the lake for several years past.

Ohe fish caught were equal in length to those of 1884, and excecflcd

Se[Of 1883 by a little more than an inch, In weight and fecundity

1 ' .
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there was a falling off from 1884, but a gain as compared with 1883.
The data for the three years afford the following comparison :

TFecurdity,
Averago length. | Averago woight.| averago
Year. number of
* opps wr
gravi
Malos. | Females. | Males. | Ferales. mulo

Inckes.; Inches.

. T TN 20.00 10.2( 3.20 3.40 1,620
DT e 21.03 20.3 | 4.00 4.11 2, 350
B2 o 21. 05 20.8| 3.65 3.01 1,720

The fish were, in general, healthy, there being a remarkable abseuce
of external sores, which are sometimes to be scen. Out of 578 female
salmon maunipulated, 97 were afflicted with the ordinary ovarian dis-
ease, which displays itself in the presence of white or otherwise discol-
ored and plainly defective eggs when extruded from the fish.

The total number of eggs obtained, as fixed by a computation based
on the number rejected and the number packed for shipment, was
994,355. The ratio of impregnation, as later computed from the known
number picked out from time to time up to March 4 (35,304), and wmore
especially those picked out after concussion (92,351), was very nearly 90
per cent. This is an unusnally low ratio, even for Schoodic salmon. It
may be attributed in part to the scarcity of males, which led on several
occasions to an insufficient milting of the eggs. The record shows, for
instance, that the eggs taken November 9, numbering 110,967, on which
there was a loss of 24,653, or 22 per cent, through lack of impregnation,
were milted by using the mllt repeatedly, straining it off from one lot of
eggs, much dilated with mucus and water, and applying it in that condi-
tiou to the next lot. Experimentally, I have sometimes obtained excel-
lent results in this way, but it is evident that great care must be exer-
cised, and that repeated use of the milt should only be resorted to when
the live fish fail.

The weather was remarkably mild all through October and Novem-
ber, The record of air temperature shows no figure lower than 29° F.,
until November 18, when the mercury fell to 260., The lowest water
temperature observed previous to November 17 was 4240, This con-
tributed largely to the comfort of the force, and e¢nabled us to move all
the fish after the conclusion of the spawning to a point well up the lake
without the interference of ice, which has some seasons closed in upon
us before the conclusion of the work. Itis probable, also, that the high
temperature of the water hastened the maturity of the fish, though they
were in fact more backward than was expected, a small proportion of
them being ripe when first caught and many remaining unripe for 8
long time in the inclosures.

The entire crop of eggs was placed for development in the river
hatchery instead of being divided as usual between the river and cove
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houses, 1n spite of the high temperature prevailing in November, the
Water was, by the first week in December, cooled down to 340 I, and
}he general development of the eggs was not so greatly accelerated as
fad been anticipated. Al the eggs remained in the river house till IFeb-
1‘-m.lr-Y 15, when a portion of them were moved to the cove house in an-
tlc'i‘ll’ﬂt-ion of packing and shipment.

to l.e‘ removal of the defective eggs (127,655 in all) reduced the stock
co 8({(’,709, of which 641,000 were shipped to the order of the parties

Wtributing, as follows:

Amount fComput«-dl Legs

Party. of contribu., y actually
tion. | SIS \dilivercil.

\~\

Uniteasene T e -

Iuniné1 Statos $578 01 222,000 | 222,000

lasnacliuanr """ 500 00 102,000 | 189,000
* New “i}:::"m.“ - 300 00 15,000 | 115 000
T 300 00 115,000 | 115,000

—_— 1,678 1 644,000 | © 631,000

joiﬁ %etuile(l statement of the transfer will be found in Table 1V, sub-
e( . A

I . . ~ .
iy .POm the reserved 225,700, which was 9,005 in excess of the legal
l e o . 3
lmum, there were lost but 428 eggs and 463 fry, and the remaining

<

294
4,809 were liverated in Grand Lake between June 14 and 23, 1886.






