XL.—REPORT ON AN OYSTER INVESTIGATION IN NEW YORK
WITH THE STEAMER LOOKOUT.

BY EUGENE G. BLAOKFORD.

The steamer Lookout was subject to my orders this season from the
15th to the 26th of August, 1885, inclusive, and during this time we were
able to visit seven different localities, making eight trips, as follows:

ontauk Point, Greenport, the Kills, Execution Light, Port Jetferson,
Princers: Bay, and two trips up the Hudson River.

MoNTAUR POINT AND GREENPORT.—The first trip was to the east-
ern end of Long Island, for which locality we started on the morning of
_Sa'turday, the 15th of August. The vessel reached Shelter Island late
' the evening and remained at anchor in Dering’s Harbor until Monday
lorning, the 17th of August, when a visit was made to the oyster re-
8ions in the meighborhood of Montauk Point. I'had been informed
that some of the ponds near the Point contained quantities of oysters
of fine quality, but while we found some oysters they were very few in
Qumber and quite flavorless. And we were not even able to find old
Shells to any extent, indicating that there ever had been oysters there
0 any quantity. These ponds are, with hardly aun exception, cut off
from the ocean, except during great storms, when the waves dash across

he intervenin g sand strips and now and then cut passage-ways through,
80 that, until these passage-ways close up again, there is communication
8tween the waters of the ponds and those of the ocean. The waters of
F‘he ponds are thus at times quite saltand then again only slightly brack-
1sh, anqd they are in this latter condition most of the time, depending for
t‘l_leil' supply of water upon the rain shed from the surrounding sand-
Uls or the water from the ocean percolating through the underlying
8trata. ‘There is consequently, in all probability, very little food in these
Ponds of a proper character to sustain any large number of oysters, and
that jy undoubtedly why we were able to obtain but few speciwens.
What might be accomplished in the way of oyster culture, by opening
jpe‘::;manent water-ways into theseponds, is of course amatter of mere con-
ure,

Early on Tuesday morning we took Mr. J. M. Monsell, of Greenport,

. 00 board as pilot, and proceeded to examine some of the planted beds

belonging to members of the Greenport Oyster Company. The land
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under water controlled by this company lies close along the shores of
the bay near the village of Greenport and where there is a fine tidal
current flowing most of the time; consequently the oysters get plenty
of food, and show this by an exceedingly fine growth. At least all of
those we examined showed a very great increase in size since they
were laid down in December, 1884, In many instances this increase
was from 2 to 23 inches in length, and proportionately in width. Tor
many years past tho only oysters obtained from Peconic Bay and
vicinity were of the class known as single oysters, found scattered here
and there on the sand, and among the pebbles of various portions of
the bottom of the bay, and gathered principally by the clammers when
raking for clams, or by the scollopers when after scollops. But it was
known, by the great beds of old dead oyster-shells found here and there
throughout the bay, that formerly the bay was well supplied with this
bivalve, and laws were passed by the legislature of the State in 1883
authorizing the towns located upon the bay to appoint commissgioners
to survey such lands under water ag were thought suitable for oyster
cultivation, and to deed such lands,in small allotments, to those de-
girous of planting and cultivating oysters. Our pilot, Mr. Monsell, was
one of the commissioners thus appointed by the town of Southold, and
after the land had been surveyed in several localities, most of it was
taken up by those living in the immediate vicinity, and then, in order to
facilitate work, these parties formed themselves into oyster companies.
There are consequently four or five plots of land, of greater or less ex-
‘tent, now under cultivation in Peconic Bay, all of which have been
planted with a greater or less number of oysters within a year past,
and everywhere the growth has been all that could be desired; but it is
yet too early in the history of the enterprise to enable any one to tell
whether or not the oysters will fatten, and be well flavored as well as
grow fast.

While the outlook is thus very bright for the planters in the Peconic
Bay region, so far as the mere growth of the oysters is concerned, they
have one very serious evil against which to contend, and that is the
gtarfish. In certain sections we found these pests in immense num-
bers, and they undoubtedly are responsible for the dead shell-beds of
the bay and for the fact that so few oysters are found native in these
waters. Against these animals the planters will have to make war
incessantly or they will not have any oysters to need protection. But
if by concerted action the planters get rid of the major part of the star-
fish, and then by constant watching and working keep them in sub-
jection, it would seem as if Peconic Bay might becomo an exceedingly
rich oyster region, especially as the bottom is comparatively stable, and
there are thousands of acres where the soil is, for oyster culture, equal
to anything the most ardent oysterman could desire. Most of the oysters
employed for seed on the beds in the bay are brought from Connccticut
a few, however, are brought from otherloealities. Some of the planters






