XXXII.—NOTES ON THE NORWEGIAN FISHERIES OF 1885.

[Abstract {rom a Compilation of A. N. Kimer.*]

Cod fisheries.—The yield of the cod fisheries in 1885 was larger than
in any of the four preceding years; while it was eonsiderably less than
in 1880, which was the most productive year since 1866, when somewhat
complete statigtics of these fisheries were first taken. The amount ot
cod taken in 1883 was above the average, while the value wus some-
what below it, owing to a decided fall in prices. A comparison of the
resulte of 18841 and 1885 may easily be made by referring to the follow-
ing table:

Average

N rice per
Year. No. of fish, Liver. TRoo. Value. II()JO rognd

flgh,
|
Hectoliters. | Iectoliters. N

L 2 50, 435, 500 99, G36 47,765 $4,163,732. 68 $8. 25
D B T 58, 798, 000 117, 980 53, 065 2,051, 276. 23 6.02

The amounts for 1885 are owing partly to the Lofoden fisheries and
partly to the spring fisheries in Finmark, which gave a regular and
average yield. The Lofoden fisheries, which had such poor yields in
1883 and 1834, improved very much, and in the Lofoden district proper
during the fishing season 26,530,000 codfish were taken. If to this are
added the nuwmber of fish canght after April 14 and those caught near
Vwrde and Rost and near the outer group ot islands (in all 7,480,000 fish,
500,000 of which were caught in the Lofoden district proper after April
14), the total yield of these fisheries is brought up to 34,010,000, while in
1884 it was only 23,354,000, '
" % From the No_r:;;a_Oﬁgéll.e Stﬁ—tis—tik, 3d sories, Nb. 29, Christiania, Norway, 1886.
Compiled by A, N. Kimr. Mr. H. Jacobson has assisted in the translation and Mr. H.
P. Jerrell in preparing and reducing the tables.

- Throughout this article reductions are mado to dollars and pounds, by considering
the crown as worth $0.268, and the kilogram equal to 2.2046 pounds. The hectoliter
contains nearly 26} gallons, wine measare, or about 2§ bushels,

t For the statistics for 1884, with comparative tables covering the five preceding
years and other details, ses the U. S. Figh Commnission Report for 1883, p. 313.
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The Romsdal fisheries in 1885 yielded the following quantities:

) Nuwbor,
BODAMIOLE | een ceen it it ettt ieecet tetamt et tee emc—e e aaa 2,011, 500
Romasdal o o et et e e 265, 500
DY 00 3T Y 1, 306, 800
T 3,083,800

These figures are below those of 1881 in each instauee, and consider-
ably less than the average for several years back,

In the Tromsoie district the cod fisheries have been on the increase
during the last few years, giving in 1885 1,433,800 fish as against 1,241-
800 in 1884. On the other hand, the Fosen (or South Trondhjem) fish-
eries were uot so productive as in former years, falling from an average
of about 1,000,000, and from 1,766,000 in 1881 to 689,400 in 1885. The
Namdalen fisheries yielded 618,400 in 1885, against 424,000 in 1884.

The quality of the fish was about the same in 1885 asin 1884. They
were fat and plump, but the Lofoden fish were very small. Dut the
tish were uot so fat nor did they contain so much liver as in average -
years, when one hectoliter of liver may generally be obtained from 350
fish, while in 1885 it took 506 fish to yield one hectoliter.

The average prices paid at the tishing stations were mnch below those
of 1884, especially in the case of round fish and roe. The inspector of
the Lofoden fisheries said in his report that with reference to roe the
fall in price could be attributed only to accidental circumstances. Re-
garding the price of the fish, however, he thought the cause a different
one. In 1830 and 1881 the price was lower in the Lofodens than in 1885,
but he considered it doubtful whether it would again rise as rapidly, as
the competition in the codfish trade is considerable, owing to the in-
crease in the I'rench cod fisheries near Iceland and Newfoundland.

Fat-herring fisheries.—The yield of these fisheries in 1885 was nearly
twice as great as in 1884; but the value was not much greater, owing’
to the low prices. The principal fat-herring fisheries were, as usual,
carried on in the Nordland district, where the quantitv caught was
498,570 hectoliters, or nearly five-sixths of the entive quantity. A com-
parison of 1884 and 1885 is afforded by the following table:

l Averago
Year., Quantity. l Value. price por
licctoliter.
Ilectoliters.
344, 080 [ $085, 076, 34 $1.00

619, 347 801, 823. 84 1.20

Spring-herring fisheries.—The following table shows the yield, value,

and average price for 1884 und 1885:

I o Average
Yoar. Quantity. | Valie. price per
i hectoliter.
PSP R
!
| Hectolitera, |
D8 R 261, 081 487, 300, 95 $1.48

1885 - et are e e e e e e e 1 209,246 | 203, 048, 86 .97
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Sprat and other small herring fisheries.—The following table affords a
comparison between the quantities talken, the values, and the average
prices for 1884 and 1885:

- Average
Yoar, Quantity. Value. price per «
hectoliter.
Iectoliters.
188 . eit it iieietseenarieserrrecctcsacntectasacsocaraeantnennay 167,471 $78, 605. T4 $0. 50
B €3 1< T T 121, 267 57, 586.77 .47

Mackerel fisheries.—The comparison of the mackerel fisheries for 1884
and 1885 is shown by the following table:

Average
Year, Number. Value. price por
100 fish.
DR R R T LLE T T LT TSR 5,848,700 { $107,004.43 $3.09
D R T e LT L T TX TR PPN 6,111, 968 209, 562, 60 3.43
. 1

Summer fisherics for ling, coal-fish, torsk, ctc—The total quantity of
these fish taken could not bo ascertained; but their value in 1885 was
8653,593.57, while in 1884 it was $776,060.41, thus showing a consider-
able decrease in value.

Salmon-trout and sea-trout fisheries,—These fisheries yielded much
better results in 1885 than in 1884, though that year was better than
any of the five preceding years. The yield was particularly good in
the districts of South Trondbjem, Lister, Mandal, and Stavanger. A
comparison of the years 1884 and 1885 is shown in the following table:

Avorago price
Year. Quantity. Valoe. por b Ry
Poundas.
IBBE oot ernee ceeen e st e e s enas 1,082, 780 | $132,707. 07 $0.12
JBBG -t eee v van v v e ana e tamn s 1,987,008 | 158,050, 22 12

Lobster fisheries—The number of lobsters taken was smaller than
usual, while, owing to the bigh prices, the value was about the average.
A comparison for the two years is as follows:

{
Yoar. Number. Value. Av oprzl{.z?o[{;rioo
I8 ot 1,000,898 | 8111,022.15 $10.18
1885 «-eeeonnL oL LI LT 007,871 | 106, 661 05 10. 88
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