3.—REPORT -ON THE COAST FISHERIES OF TEXAS.

. By CuarreEs H. STEVENSON.

INTRODUCTORY.

The published information regarding the fisheries of Texas is very
reea'gel‘, and consists almost entirely of the accounts contained in two
Ports* of the U. S. Fish Commission, one relating to the year 1880,
€ other being a ‘condensed statement based on an inquiry made in
ﬁ:ﬁuél‘y and February, 1§£)1. Outside of the localities in which the
Cries are prosecuted little knowledge exists as to their extent,
InetllOdS, and importanee; and in considering the natural resources of
5 ISdState, the vas.tness of its (}1:]1@1' branches is apt to completely over-
TIOW the fisheries. In the investigation of 1891 the coastal regions
of tﬁxas .W.OI:G ca,nva-§sed 1.)y the writer, in the capacity of a field agent
8w tse Division of Fxshcru?s, a-n_d the present r(%port represcn.ts the re-
S of personal observations made at that time. All the important
sl‘mg centers were visited, and the principal fishermen, fish-dealers,
Oyiée “V(?re i11tcrvicwe@. ()wing to the %1xcl'easi11g prominqnce of the
ang L ln.d'ustry.', specm-% attention was given to a study of its methods
Conditions in the different localities.
Ome difticulty was expericuced in obtaining correet data regarding
© quantity of the various species of fish taken. As a rule no books
Vu?ulie-pt by the. f%shermeu or guu-kctmen in such manner as to be of
In determining the quantity of products handled; and the state-
P?:ss made 1‘-eg'm-din g t!u?,se data differed grea,tl)f, even as to the {fish-
llant(?f pzu.'tl(;ular loqalxtws. Cousequently, for information as to the .
iy helty of prc?ducts, 1t‘was necessary tQ depend ]u-rgely on 'Lhe records
R ing offices of the various trmnsporta‘tlon co.mpa-mes: This Was‘ q.uite
N ue«l-ctory as r..zgg'ur(]s the total 'q.u:mtl.ty of ils!l obtmne.d, but of little
o wm determining the qua,ut,ltl.es ot'the \{arlous species taken from
Water. Hence the figures given in this report for the different
®Cies of fish taken must be accepted as only approximately correct.
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IMPORTANCE OF THE FISHERIES.

The investigations by the U. 8. FFish Commission in 1880 showed that
the number of men ecmployed in the fisheries of Texas was 601; the
capital invested, $42,400; and the weight of the “fish taken,3,858,375
pounds, valued at $128,300. TIn 1890 the number of men engaged in theé
fishery industries of the State was 1,277; the value of property om-
ployed, $315,427, and the weight of the products was 7,961,400 poundss
for which the fishermen received $313,912,

On account of the incomplete transportation facilities, the difficulty
of preserving fish in a warm climate for a considerable length of timé
and the generally undeveloped condition of affairs on the coast, the
fisheries of this State have not heretofore attracted great attention-
They have been controlled and prosecuted mainly by Mexicans and
natives of Southern Europe, who were usually unfamiliar with the
methods in use at other fishing localities in this country. But with the
improvement and extension of the railroad system of the Southwest
the cheapening of ice by manufacture, and the extensive immigratio?
which this section of the country is now attracting, the fisheries give
promise of being at some time classed among the important industries
of the State. The entire State, together with New Mexico, Colorados
Kansas, and a large part of Mexico will be thus benefited by receiving &
ready and fresh supply of salt-water fish,

At present ¢ bay seining?” is the most important fishery in Texas
The oyster industry is second in extent, but will doubtless rank first
within a few years. These two fisheries are prosecuted extensively all
along the coast. Each locality also has its own miuor fisheries, such
as the turtle, the shrimp, the crab, the flounder, the surf-seine, th®
cast-net, and the hook-aund-line.

Aside from the surf seines’in use on Galveston Island, some hook-and”
line fishing at different places, and an occasional trip of a harbor bo2
from Galveston to the red-snapper banks, all the fisheries of Texa8
are confined to the bays and their estuarics along the coast. Of the
7,961,400 pounds of marine products obtained by the fishermen ©
Texas in 1890, the quantity taken from the Gulf proper is estimated &
less than 300,000 pounds.

Sinee 1880 all the Texas fisheries have increased in extent excepting
for shrimps, which are reported as less abundant than they were teo
years ago. The catch in 1880 was 637,500 pounds, while in 189
the quantity talten in both the seines and cast nets amounted to oB
179,800 pounds. The oyster and bay-seine fisheries exhibit the g‘l‘e“'t'
est actual inerease in the value of products. . {

The growth of the fisheries is due principally to the development 9
the methods of marketing the cateh, The shipping facilities along _t'l'o
coast, except at ono or two places, have been greatly increased dur®?






