REPORT UPON THE INQUIRY RESPECTING FOOD-FISHES AND
THE FISHING-GROUNDS.

By Ricuann RATHBUN, .dssislant in oharge.

FUR-SEAL INVESTIGATIONS.

In‘the Tast annnal report a brief aceount was given of the services
rendered to the State Department by the IFishh Commission in connee-
tion with the controversy respecting the sealing question in the North
Pacific Ocean and Bering Sea. During the summer of 1391, the
steamer Albatross was used to convey the Bering Sea commissioners
on the part of the United States to aud from the Pribilof Islands, On
Marceh 15, 1892, she was detailed to take an active part in the sealing
investigations, under the orders of the Sceretary of the Treasury, in
conjunction with the revenue steamers Corwin and Bear, which service
had not been completed at the close of that fiscal year.

During the swmmer of 1892, and again the following year, a very
caretul examination was made of the seal rookeries ou St. Paul and St.
George islands, by Mr. J. Stanley-Brown, then acting as a special Treas-
ury agent. Ilis work inclnded the prepavation of a sct of base maps of
both islands, on which the outlines of the rookeries were delineated,
and also the taking of a series of photographs illustrating the dis-
tribution and abundance of seals on prominent parts of each of the
rookeries. It was considered that the duplication of these graphic
records during a term of years would serve to demoustrate any changes
that might take place in the conditions and dimensions of the rookeries
and, consequently, in the size of the seal lerd.  The summer of 1893 was
the last preceding the mecting of the Paris Tribunal of Arbitration,
for whose consideration My, Stanley-Brownw’s results were especially
intended; but, appreciating the importance of further observations
in the same line, the Secretary of the Freasury recommended to Con-
gress that the work be continued under the direetion ol the Commis-
sioner of Fisheries. TFavorable action on this subject was taken in
connection with the suudry civil appropriation bill, approved Marelr 3,
1893, which also provided for investigations by the Fish Commission
relative to the pelagic habits and distribution of thoe fur seal.

The assistant in charge of this division continued to he occupied
during the first two or three months of the cuwrent year in preparing
material for the Bering Sea case, respecting the character and condition
of the more important Gisheries in foreign countries and the methods
there pursued for their protection and improvewment,.
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OPERATIONS OF THE STEAMER ALBATROSS IN THE NORTH
PACIFIC OCEAN AND BERING SEA, '

Atthe beginning of the year the steamer Albatross, Commander Z. L.
Tanner, U, 8, N., commanding, was still on duty under direction of the
Secretary of the Treasury, being at Port Townsend, Wash,, where she
ha 1 recently arrived after coaling at Departure Bay, British Columbia.
She left the former place on July 1 for Unalaska, but unfortunately
(owing to continuous sea service for a long period, much of the time
under trying circumstances as regards sea and weather) her boilers
were in bad condition, and in several other respects the ship needed
a thorough overhauling. Ten days were consumed in making the
passage to Unalaska, where it was found imperative to order o board
of survey, which found the boilers unsafe for further use. Temporary
repairs were begun at once, to permit of the ship’s returning to San
Francisco, but several weeks were required for their completion.

The unfinished work which the Albatross had been expected to carry
on was assigned to the revenue steamers Corwin and Rush, to which
Mr. C. H. Townsend and Mr. A, B. Alexander were transferred to serve
as naturalists, and also two seal-hunters and the necessary appliances
for conducting the investigations. Taking advantage of the delay, Prof.
B. W. Evermann, then acting as chief nawuralist of the Albatross, and
Mr. N. B. Miller, laboratory assistant, were dispatched to the Pribilof
Islands, where they made a careful inspection of the seal rookeries and
obtained an interesting series of photographs bearing upon the same.

On August 3 the Albatross loft Unalaska, having in tow a British
schooner which had been captured while engaged in pelagic scaling in
Bering Sea, in contravention of the provisions of the modus vivend:
then in operation. After delivering this prize at Sitka, she proceeded
to Port Townsend and thenece to San Francisco, which was reached on
September 3. By direction of the Secretary of the Treasury the con-
trol of the ship reverted to the Fish Commissioner at the close of August
31, while still upon her passage, having up to that date been in tho
service of the Treasury Department for a period of 5§ months, during
which she visited 26 ports and steamed a distance of 14,848 miles,
mostly in northern waters. In order to put the ship in suitable condi-
tion for further service it becane necessary to provide new boilers and
to make many alterations and repairs, which were not fully completed
until the following April. Beginning on the 25th of that month, a
successful trial trip was made, lasting three days, in the course of which
investigations of the sea bottom were carried on off Monterey Bay.

On May 13 the President directed that the Albatross be placed under
the orders of the Secretary of the Navy, for assignment to duty in
connection with the sealing patrol flect in the North Pacific Ocean and
Bering Sea, composed otherwise of cerfain naval and revenue-marine
vessels. It was arranged, however, that her commanding officer should
reccive his customary instructions relative to fishery and fur-seal inves-
tigations, which were to be carried out so far as the special duties






