REPORT OF THE DIVISION OF STATISTICS AND METHODS
O THE FISHERIES.

By HNucn M, Samiru, deting Assistant in Charge,

The report of the work of this division from July 1, 1892, to June 30,
1893, is respectfully submitted. Up to September 26, 1892, the division
was in charge of Capt. J. W. Collins; on that date, however, he was
relieved from duty, and I was designated as the acting assistant in
charge, and held that position at the close of thoe fiscal year.
 On July 31, 1892, the work of the division was seriously affected by
the indefinite furlough of one ficld agent, two local agents, and two
clerks, owing to the reduction of 25 per cent in the appropriations for
this branclh of the Commission, Under the provisions of the act mak-
ing appropriations for this Commission, permitting the transfer of 10
per cent of the allotment for general expenses, the Commissioner, by
November 1, was able to reinstate all the furloughed employés except
one clerk. The most important drawback occasioned by this tempor-
ary reduction in the force was the interruption in the work of the local
agents at Gloucester and Boston, and the lapse of several months in
the otherwise continuous records running back for a number of years,
showing the daily receipts of fish at those important fishing ports. The
regular field inquuries and the office work were also retarded.

As in previous years, the force of the division was supplemented and
the work considerably zided by the temporary detail of persons from
other divisions, In June, 1893, Mr. . I. Locke, custodian of the
Gloucester hatching station, was assigned to field duty in Gloucester
and vicinity in conneetion with the investigation of the New England
fisheries elsewliere alluded to.  Mr. A. B. Alexander, fishery expert on
the Albatross, was detached from the vessel at San Francisco, Cal., in
February, and cntered ou shore work for this division in that city and
vicinity.

INVESTIGATIONS OF THE COMMERCIAL FISHERIES.

The field inquiries conduected by the division during this year covered
an extensive territory maintaining fisheries of great prominence. Some
features of the work were more important and detailed than had previ-
ously been provided for.  Major inquiries were carried on in the Middle
Atlantic, New England, and Pacific States, and the local agencies at
Gloucester and Boston were continued.
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THE MIDDLE ATLANTIC STATES.

_ The canvass of the statistics and methods of the fisheries of this
Important coast section was begun in the previous year. By reference
to the report of the work of this division for 1891-92, it will be seen
that the entire Chesapeake Basin and the adjoining ocean shores of
Maryland and Virginia were then covered, leaving for future inquiry
the States of New York, New Jersey, and those parts of Pennsylvania
'«%nd Delaware not drained by the tributaries of the Chesapeake. The
field work in this region began in Angust, 1892, and was the first under-
taken in the fiscal year. The regular canvass was completed by April,
but some special inquiries in the region were made as late as June,
1893,

The investigation of the fisheries of the entire State of New York
\\:as conducted by Mr. E. E. Race, with the exceptions to be noted later.
The Ingquiry began at the eastern end of Long Island, included both
Shores of the island, was extended to Manbattan Island, Staten sland,
and that part of the State ou the north side ot Long Island Sound, and
embraced the ITudson River as tar up as Stillwater, in Saratoga County,
about 17 miles above Troy. In the vicinity of Greenport, at the east-
e}‘“ end of Long Island, the writer cobperated with Mr. Race for a short
time iy August, The collection of data showing tho extent of the
Wholesale fish and oyster trades of New York City was undertaken by
\I\;;g\tv. A. Wilcox, who zmlso' made a supplementary visit to a 1)€n't (.)f
ves chester County. An important feature of the canvass of this

I.:l-te was the thorough investigation of the Hudson River to the limits
0 commercial fishing. The fisherics of this river had never before
b‘eon completely covered in the statistical inquiries of the Commission,
1"":‘0118ive shad, striped bass, pereh, and other fisheries wero found to
EX1st in the upper river, and valnable notes concerning the occurrence
of the Atlantic salmon were obtained. .

103?‘}11(‘}11010:{? ﬂ.I‘]d river fisheries of N ow J el:s‘ey were stu_died by Mr.'z}ns-
by M; i I 11;. L E. Race, andv the writer. 'lhe purts of the St:mt-g v‘lsmed
Hm‘tho.r Ia 111011?(1e‘d t}ne New Jersey side of the [Tudson Rl\'@:‘, the
I e n coast within Sandy ook, the ciastern coast botweeen Shark
V:i;:er( ;utlld CnTpe May, and the shores of ])cl:uvn.re Bay. 1\‘.1'1'. Race can-

16 New Jersey shores of Delaware River from its wouath to
GI:I‘)WH%,I in, Monroe County, .l’z:-., about 6 miles above })e}i}-\vzbl'e Water
Shm.'k R 3 (,‘oa%t of I?If)rnnouth (Jount‘;y, betweex} Atl:m.t,l‘c Highlands and
canyass ofoél’ W H% \.YlSlt.Od b‘y the writer, wlm., in addition to a regular
Dounaer ﬁs;e ‘bhmg mdubt,x':y, wmade & special study of the important

rery of that section,

Wﬁg‘;:ilzfg‘t‘t'f Pe'm.\sylvm\i:» z»b:we l."hil'.ule:lphm' bord.cx‘in @ on the Dem-.
the Nou, Jersts V1‘s(;ted by Mr.. ]mce,r :n con_uu}ctmu \V.ltll thf: canvass of
the State wa g’OSI e (;)f the rlv?r._ The remainder of the river front of

The fisherios 0¥e£e1 by Mr. C. II, Stevenson, .
and on Dy delaware prosecutcd.on thf& ocean side of the State

elaware River and Bay were investigated by Mr. Stevenson.






