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PREFACE.

The present paper is a list of all the species of fishes and fish-like
Vertebrates thus far recorded as occurring in American waters north
°f the Isthmus of Panama. For the sake of greater completeness the
Darine fishes of Guiana, Ecuador, and the Galapagos Islands are
lnCluded, as all of these are sure, sooner or later, to be found within
ur limits, In like manner the fow species known from Kamchatka are
"Meluded as part of the fauna of the Alaskan Sea. ’

“F'he Sequence and nomenclature is that of Jordan & Evermann,
. U18hes of North and Middle America,” a descriptive catalogue form-
'0g Bulletin 47 of the United States National Museum. Of this work,

Olume I, Branchiostomatide to Priacanthide, is now printed, but not
D‘}bliShed ; Volume II is still in manuseript. It is expected that both
VIl be published within the present year. The differences between

® nomenclature given in this check-list and that of the work in ques-
al;)n arise from the incorporation of new material into the one work
ter the printing of the other.
th 1 both these memoirs, the rules of nomenclature as laid down by
® American Ornithologists’ Union have been followed implicitly, with
‘)wo ®xceptions. The first of these exceptions concerns Canon XVII,
' Which gives to specific names applied to males precedence over
Altes ugeq for females, when the two occur on the same page. In
nae cases of synchronous names we have awarded priority to the
e Standing first on the page, regardless of other considerations.
© other exception is the rule abandoning a name (as Scaphirhynchus,
F.R. 95— 14 209
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AXiphidion, Canthidermis, etc.) when a prior generic name is of like ety-
mology and of nearly the same spelling (as Scaphorhynchus, Xiphidium,
or Acanthoderma). We regard all generic names as different unless
originally spelled alike, and the original orthography (misprints aside)
is in all cases retained.

With each species is given its geographical range, so far as known,
and a reference to the first description under the specific name adopted
by us. The locality following this reference is the type locality of the
species. The name in parenthesis following the reference to the generic
name is that of the species taken by the describer as the type of the
genus.

At the end of the catalogue of native species will be found a list of
the principal introduced species, especially those which have become
well established in American waters. .

The authors destre to acknowledge their indebtedness to Dr, Theodore
Gill for valuable assistance in various ways in the preparation of thi«
catalogue. His wide acquaintance with zoological literature has ena-
bled them to complete and verify many references which otherwise might
have remained incomplete or erroncous.

Thanks are also due Mr. Barton A. Bean for assistance in the verifi-

cation of references.
DAVID STARR JORDAN,

BARTON WARREN EVERMANN.
PALO ALTO, CALIFORNIA, May 21, 1896,



CHECK-LIST OF THE FISHES AND FISH-LIKE VERTEBRATES
OF NORTH AND MIDDLE AMERICA.

Class I. LEPTOCARDII. The Lancelets.

Order A. AMPHIOXI. The Cirrostomes.
Family I. BRANCHIOSTOMATIDZA. The Lancelets.

Genus 1, BRANCHIOSTOMA Costa.
Branchiostoma Costa, Cenni Zoologici Napol., 49, 1834 (lubricum=lanccolatum).

1 Branchiostoma lanceolatum (Pallas). Luropean Lancelel; Amphioxus.
Mediterranean; sonthern England; Scandinavia; Chesapeake Bay.
Limax lanceolatus Pallas, Spicilegia Zool., X, 19, 1774, Cornwall.

2 Branchiostoma caribseum Sundovall. 1fest ndian Lancelet.

Atlantic coast of America from Beaufort, N. C., to the mouth of the La Plata;
abundant oft the Carolina coast aund in localities in Florida (Port Tampa),
Jamaica, Brazil, etc. N

Branchiostoma_caribaum Sundevall, Olfers, Vet. Akad. Forhandl. 1853, 12, St.
Thomas; Rio Janeiro.

3. Branchiostoma californiense Gill. California Lancelet.

Pacific coast of North America from San Diego Buy southward.
Branchiostoma ocaliforniensis Gill, in Andrews, Studies Biol. Lab. Jolhns Hopkins
Univ., v, 241, 18938, San Diego, California.

Genus 2. ASYMMETRON Andrews.
dsymmetron Andrews, Studies Biol. Lab, Johns Hopkins Univ., v, 237, 1893
(luoayanum).
4. Asymmetron lucayanum Andrews. Bahama Lancelet.

Bemini and Nassan, Bahamas.
dsymmetron lucayanum Andrews, Studies Biol, Lab. Johns Hopkins Univ., v,
237, 1893, Bemini, Bahuma Is)ands.

Class II. MARSIPOBRANCHII. The Lampreys.

Order B. HYPEROTRETI. The Hagfishes.
Family II. HEPTATREMIDZ. The Borers.

Genus 3, POLISTOTREMA Gill,
Polistotrema Gill, Proc. U. 8. Nat. Mus. 1880, 30 (dombey).

S,
pOllatct:rema stouti (Lockington). ('alifornia Hagfish; Lamperina,

Coast of California; Monterey.
Bdellostoma stouti Lockington, Amer. Nat. 1878, 793, Eel River, California.

Family III. MYXINIDZ. The Hagfishes.

Genus 4. MYXINE Linnsus.
Myzine Linuweus, Systema Naturw, ed. X, 650, 1758 (glutinosa).

6. .
Mymne glutinosa Linnwus.  Hagfish; Bover.

Nort}lAtl:Lutic, on both coasts. Not abundant in America; south to Deluware,
Yxine glutinosa Linnwus, Syst. Nat., ed. X, 650, 1758, Atlantic Ocean.
211






