L—REPORT UPON THE INVESTIGATIONS OF THE U. S. FISH
COMMISSION STEAMER ALBATROSS FOR THE YEAR ENDING
JUNE 30, 1895. (ABSTRACT.)

By Ligut. CoMMaANDER . J. Drakr, U. 8. N., Commanding.

On July 1, 1894, the Albatross was in latitude 57° 22/ N,, longitude
1670 36/ W, 86 miles ENE. from St. Paul Island, Bering Sea, in search
of sealers and pelagic sealing vessels. A few seals were observed in
that locality, playing about the ship, jumping and diving. The weather

~ Was cloudy, low overcast, settling into a fog during the evening. The
course was laid for Shaw Bay, and the run made in a dense fog with
light northerly wind. The. coast of Unimak Island was sighted the
afternoon of the 2d about 9 miles west of Cape Lapin, atter running in
by soundings to 10 fathoms, as the fog hung low, obscuring the bluffs,
and the shore only a few feet above the surf could be distinguished.
Feeling' our way along the shore to the northward and eastward, Cape
Lapin was rounded with the intention of entering Shaw Bay. The fog
Shutting down thick, prevented search for sealers in Shaw Bay, and
?he Albatross was thercefore put offshore in the vicinity of Unimak Pass
for the night. The current around Cape Lapiu was found to-have a
Velocity of 24 to 3 knots per hour, setting to the westward.

The next .morning, July 3, we stood in for Akutan. The fog lifting
8ave the outline of the island in relief against a bank to the south-
Ward, Approaching that island from the north two currents are
encountered, an offshore current 20 miles from the island setting in an
Opposite direction to the inshore current, east and west. Entering
Akutan Bay, on a SSE. (maguetic) course, at a distance of 2 miles
from Akun Island, opens out the bay between these islands and dis-
closes the entrance of Akutan Harbor by a bold, black bluft facing the
Southeast point of the island. When abreast of a prominent pinnacle
Tock on the Akun shore, 4 miles from the entrance, stand across the

ay on a SSW. (magnetic) course. Rounding the bluff, at a distance
of half a mile on the starboard hand, opens the bay, disclosing the
Settlement on the north shore, situated on a projecting spit, which
I8 steep, Steer a midchannel course and anchor close to the shore
abreast of the village in 18 fathoms, or proceed to the head of the
ay, 1‘3; miles above the village, and select anchorage in 5 to 7 fathowms.
l_ncl);“ng to the short stay of the Albatross, we anchored off the village
fathoms, soft bottom, two ship’s lengths from the beach, with the
Greek church bearing NW. 4 N. (maguetic). The bay is about 3
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miles in length, § to 1} wiles in width, and free from outlying rocks
except at the bluff, north entrance, which it is well to give a berth of
one-fourth mile at least. A Greek frame church and 6 frame houses
belonging to the Alaska Commercial Company, and 14 barabaras, con-
stitute the village. The population numbers 66 all told, 33 males and 33
females. Tishing and fox and sea-otter hunting are their ounly employ-
ments. At the time of our visit the men were away on the Sannak
Islands engaged in otter-hanting for the company. Fishing is pursued
only as a means of subsistence. The seining and fishing parties sent
out from the ship were not successful, owing to the limited space over
which they were able to work. With sufficient time to make an exam-
ination of Akutan Harbor favorable results would probably be obtained
relative to its fishery resources. A late spring had somewhat retarded
the verdure, yet the snow was fast disappearing from the base of the
hills, and wild flowers were budding forth. A prominentlandmark, look-
ing up the valley at the head of the bay, is the lofty peak of Akutan
Volcano, skirted by an unbroken snow-belt and sending out clouds of
smoke and steam., On leaving Akutan Harbor we ran into a dense
fog at the entrance, which was carried until our arrivalin Duteh larbor.

The course was laid 4 miles off' the north shore of Akutan, SW, 3 8.
In a run of 18 miles on this course a set SSL. of 8 miles was experi-
enced, which brought us up in Kalekhta Bay, east of Cape Kalekhta,
at 8 p.m. A course was then laid NW, 4 W, 20 miles, then SW. 4 8, 20
miles, then SE. 3 E,, picking up Unalaska Island at 9 a. m. July 4, and
running in by the lead to 84 fathoms a good anchorage was found on a
little platean in one of the swmall bays which indent this coast. A dense
fog prevailing, the boats were sent out and made a reconnoissance,
which located us 7 miles west of Wislow Bay. The ship was dressed at
each masthead and a salute of* 21 guns fired at noon in honor of the day.
Getting under way at 1 p. m. we picked our way along the coast,rounded
Cape Cheerful, and anchored in Dutch Harbor at 4.10 p.m. Iound the
U. 8. 8. Mohican and DPetrel in port; also the coal ship Iroquois, steam
collier Willamette, and whaling bark C. I, Bailey,

Orders were received from the commander in chief “to proceed to
the Pribilofs for the purpose of landing Messrs. Townsend and Miller,
to communicate with the senior naval officer, then to further proceed to
the southern entrance of Isanotski Strait, and there report to the com-
manding officer ot the Petrel for such instructions as he might give in
regard to the examination to be made of the anchorages to which small
vessels resort in and around the Sannak Islands. When the duty is
completed return to the Isanotski Pass, anchor in it where sealing
vessels that may attempt to pass through can be intercepted, then
proceed with the repairs upon the boilers and engines that were inter-
rupted. Complete them within six days, and then return to Unalaska.”

Accordingly, the Albatross was coaled on the 7th and sailed at 6 a. m.
the 8th. Mr. J. Stanley-Brown, the agent of the North American Com-
mercial Company, desiring passage to the Pribilofs, came on board as






