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8. —RECORDS OF OBSERVATIONS MADE ON BOARD THE UNITED
STATES FISH COMMISSION STEAMER ALBATROSS DURING
THE YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1896.

The operations of the steamer Albatross from July 1, 1895, to June 30,
1896, have already been discussed in the report of the Commissioner.
At the beginning of the year the vessel was en gaged in running a line of
soundings across Bering Sea in the direction of the Oommander Islands,
Siberia, where she arrived on July 3. After a stop of three days at
Nikolski Harbor, she started on the return trip to the Pribilof Islangds,
first making o slight detour toward the north in order to determine
the position of the outer slope of the shore platform off Capo Oliutorsk,
which appears to have been incorrectly located on the published charts.
St. Paul Island was reached on July 9, and during the balance of the
month, except while coaling at Unalaska, the vessel was occupied
in connection with the investigations of the fur-seal rookeries on the
Pribilofs. The greater part of August was spent in the pelagic sealing
belt outside of the protected zone, making inquiries into the move-
ments and distribution of the seals, while sounding, dredging, and
physical observations were also extensively carried on.

Leaving Unalaska on August 30, the Albatross entered the Pacific
Ocean, and proceeded to New Whatcom, Wash., where she arrived on
September 18. Tishery investigations with special reference to the
salmon were then taken up in the Puget Sound region and were con-

_tinued until October 16, when the Albatross left for the south, reaching
San Francisco on the 20th, and the Mare Island navy-yard on the 24th,
General repairs and refitting detained the vessel at the latter place
until near the end of January, 1896, after which, until April 12, she
was stationed at San Diego, Cal., advantage being taken of this oppor-
tunity to make a physical and natural-history examination of San
Diego Bay. Ou the return trip to San TFrancisco, Cortez al_ld Tanuner
Banks were visited, but stormy weather prevented extensive opera-
%oqs in their vicinity, and stops were mmade at Santa Barbara and San

edro.

From May 7 to 18 the Albatross was used in connection Wit]x ghe
official speed trial of the battle-ship Oregon. On June 5 she left San
Francisco and proceeded to Seattle, where arrangements were com-
pleted for a northern cruise during the summer of 1896, in conformity
with an act of Congress providing for extensive scientific inquiries
respecting the fur-seal. .Departure was taken from that place on June
24, and at the close of the fiscal year the vessel was 1n the North Pacific
Ocean, on the way to Unalaska. .

The following tables constitute the official records of the sounding,
dredging, and tow-net stations, and of physical and -misecellaneous
observations made during the several cruises of this year. They cor-
respond in character and detail with those which have accompanied all
former aunual reports upon the operations of this vessel.

3567



358 REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF FISH AND FISHERIES.

Record of animal life,

ON PASSAGE FLROM 8T, PAUL, PRIBILOF ISLANDS, TO, NIKOLSKI
! * Mean tem- ' I
; | perature.
Date. | Meridian positions, ; - — ~
Iy, | Sea,
| D. B.'l surf.

|
i v I Por- - .
i Fur-seals, W hales. pises. Auks.

Alba-
trosses,

t

|

' | 1 !
Lat. N. = Loug. E. l |
1805. 0 7 w1 0 i |9 '
July 1555100 174 3800 43 . 41
56 00 00 ' 160 24 00 . 43 | 43

3 | Nikolski Anchor-' 45 = 4
age, Bering Island. i !

300§ 165 42 00 43
G 571600 1604100 4 [ 45 ..ee.eeeees Oue orca

[

July 5565

orca.

-3

L 58 22 00 174 27 vC 45
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7a 57 38 00 | 179 42 00 42

8 66 5530 | 174 33 00 42

ob. 56 57 00 170 17 00 ; 42

10|54 1130|1004400' 44

— o

July 15 54 19 00, 166 58 00 43
16 - Village Cove. St. 45
+ i Paul Island. .

FROM ST. PAUL, PRIBILOT ISLANDS,

July 30 5642001170 08 00 46 41
31541500 1665100 52 | 45
I YA

40200 167 0500 | 45
506 00 169 08 00 | 45
6 -552000 17010 00 " 45
7 6530 00, 170 45 00 : Sixteon...
8 555300 1714030 46 44 | Sixteen ...
9c. 50 47 00 16041 00 43 40 | Fow..o... .ooo...o
10 56 15 00 ' 172 35 00 ! T'welve ...
11 552 00170 8L 00 - 45 45 | Common..

Aung. 4

-
L3

S
s
-

12 5454001685000 45 45 l..o.cciiiieiioes
135651300 167 40 00 . 45 | 45 ....... s

14 ; 54 03 00+ 106 40 00 | 46 46 | Seven ..... T

18 ° 54 16 00 | 166 58 00 | 48 46 e N

19 | 54 17 60 168 54 00 | 45 l 44 | Two
90 . 55 16 00 168 04 00 | 46 | 46 Bight ... eeeeennns
21 i 65 41 00 : 168 44 00 | 47 . 46 ' Seven ....'
o0 15613 00, 167 11 00 : 46 | 46 | Threo ..
93d, East Anchorage, 5t.| 46 , 43
, _Paul Island. ‘
24 ! 55 31 00|1680530i 48 46
25 Dutch Harbor,Una- ! | 45 .
1 laeka. l ' : |

* July 17 to July 29, inclusive. Usual numbor of sonls on and near rookeries, and usual abundanco of
auks, gulls, cormorants, guillemots, petrels, putlins, terns, ete.

a Crossed 180th meridlasn.

U Call at St. Paul Island.

¢ Call at St. George and St. Paul, Pribilofs.

d Call &t St Paul Island, Pribilofy.







