REPORT OF THE DIVISION OF STATISTICS AND METHODS
OF THE FISHERIES.

By HuGu M, Syith, Adssistant in Charge.

PERSONNEL AND RESOURCES.

The regular force of this division during the fiscal year ending June
30, 1896, cousisted of an assistant in charge, G clerks, § statistical field
agents, and 2 local agents. The field force was augmented by the tem-
porary detail of employees from other divisions and by the employment
for short periods of persons outside the service. Mr, William Barnuun,
of the Commissioner’s office, was assigned to field work in Idaho, Utak,
Oregon, and Washington; Mr. E, A. Tuliau, superiutendent of the
United States I'ish Commnission station at Leadville, Colo., was detailed
for duty in Colorado and Utah; Mr. A, B. Alexander, fishery expert on
the Albatross, was ordered to make some inquiries in Nevada and Cal-
ifornia; Mr, C. E. Ingersoll, of Cambridge, Mass., a former employee of
the division, and Mr. Burnside Clapham, of Fort Wayne, Ind., were
employed for several months in investigating the fisheries of the Ohio
Valley. Mr.F.O.James,of the car and messenger service, was employed
for several months n this division on general clerical work pending
repairs to the car of which he was in charge. Mr. W. A. Roberts, field
agent, who had been detailed in May, 1895, for duties in connection with
the Atlanta Exposition, returned to the division in April, 1896,

The appropriation for the field inquiries and miscollaneous expenses
of this division was $5,000, This sum was expended as follows:

Field investigations. ......_....................... eeees $4,578. 58
Miseellaneous. ..o voieiriiie i s el S 112,09
Total oo it P, 4, 690.67
Balance unexpended ... ccveieenaraiiiiee cionenacaaaan 309,33
5, 000. 00

FIELD INVESTIGATIONS.
INTERIOR WATERS.

At the beginning of the fiscal year the investigation of the fisheries
of the minor interior waters of the United States, begun in the latter
part of the previous year and suspended on account of lack of funds,
was resumed and actively pushed during the entire year. The order in
which the major investigations were taken up had special reference to
the seasons, During the warmer months the field force was placed in

the States drained by the upper tributaries of the Mississippi and Ohio
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rivers. As the season wore on the agents worked southward, and dur-
ing the colder mouths the inquiries in the Southern States were resumed.,
Some special examinations of the fisheries of certain extreme Eastern
and Western States were also made.

By the close of the year the canvass of the interior streams and lukes
had Lbeen completed. A full report on the investigation is in prepara.
tion and will soon be issued. The States in which inquiries were
conducted during the present year were Vermout, New York, West
Virginia, Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota,
Iowa, Missouri, Kansas, Nebraska, South. Dakota, Nevada, Utah,
Idaho, and California. A Drief account of the extent of the fisheries
in cach of these will be given, Iu the last report of the division an
outline of the extent of the fresh-water fisheries of Louisiana, Missis-
sippi, Alaubama, Arkansas, and Tennessee was presented.

The agents participating in the canvass of these States and the ter-
ritory covered by them were as follows: John N, Cobb, Vermont and
New York; W, A, Wilcox and T. M. Cogswell, all of Minnesota and
Kausas, and parts of Illinois, Iowa, Kentucky, Missouri, Nebraska,
and Wisconsin; C. H. Stevenson, South Dakota and purts of Illinois,
Iowa, Missouri, and Nebraska; Ansley Hall, parts of West Virgiuia,
Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky, Illinois, Wisconsin, Missouri, and Iowa;
C. E. Ingersoll, parts of Indiana, Ohio, and Kentucky; B. Claphan,
parts of West Virginia, Ohio, and Indiana; William Baruuw, part of
Idaho; I8, A. Tulian, Colorado, Utah, and part of Idaho; A. B. Alex-
ander, Nevada and California.

It was not considered necessary to prosecute inquirics in any other
interior States, owing to the small amount of economic fishing carried
on because of the limited resources, the existence of restrictive laws,
or other conditions militating against the industry.

The fisheries of the interior waters of the country, as shown by the
inquiries of this division, had the following extent in 1894, These fig-
ures are given provisionally, and are liable to slight chunges when the
final tabulations are made. In these statistics, it should be understood,
no account is taken of the fisheries of the Great Lakes nor of any of
the coast rivers, which have been covered in previous reports of the
Comumission.

Persons employed............. 11, 282 | Valueof other property...... $104, 203
Boats wsed.................... 8,844 | Totul eupital invested....... $722, 328
Value of boats.......... e $241, 367 | Pounls of products taken.... 53,415,400

Value of apparatus of capture.. $376, 748 | Valueof yield to fishermeu. .. $1,791, 145

Vermont.—An examination of the commercial fisheries of Vermont
was made in January and February, 1896. The only fishing of a busi-
ness character is done in Lake Champlain and the tributary streams.
The industry has varied considerably in extent in recent years, owing
to the fact that in 1893 and 1895 seiniug was permitted, while in 1894
the use of seines was prohibited. In 1894 and 1895, the two years
covered by the investigation, the fisheries had the following extent,






