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IN MISSISSIPPI, LOUISIANA, AND TEXAS, IN 1897.

BY BARTON WARREN EVERMANN, Pu. D,
Ichthyologist of the United States Fish Commission.

INTRODUCTION.

In the present paper are embodied reports upon three distinct inves-
tigations, viz: .

1. An examination of the waters in southwestern Mississippi in the
vicinity of the mouths of Pearl River, for the purpose of determining
their general character, what fishes they already contain, and whether
additional species may be advantageously introduced into them. This
investigation was made at the instance of Hon. Robert C. Davey, Rep-
resentative in Congress from the second district of Louisiana, Hon. A.
Baldwin, of New Orleaus, and other gentlemen of that city, who take
au interest in keeping up the supply of game and food-fishes of that
region.

2. An investigation of the catfish industry of the Atchafalaya River,
Louisiana. Representations had been made to the Comwission by the
fishing firms of Morgan City, through Hon. Robert F. Broussard, Rep-
resentative in Congress from the third district of Louisiana, that the
catch of catfish had greatly decreased within the last few years. It
was requested that an investigation be wmade as to the fact and cause
of the decrease, and that recommendations be made as to the remedy.

3. Upon the recommendation of Hon. 8. B. Cooper, Representative
in Congress from the second district of Texas, an examination was
made of .the Sabine and Neches rivers with reference to their fitness
for shad.

These various investigations were carried on under the immediate
direction of Professor Evermann, who was assisted in the tield work by
Mr. Fred. M. Chamberlain and Mr. H. R. Center, both of the division
of scientific inquiry of the U. S, Fish Commission. The party left
‘Washington April 13, 1897, arriving at New Orleans the next day.
On the 15th they went to Baldwin Lodge, Mississippi, at the mouth of
Pearl River, where investigations were carried on by the entire party
until April 18, and by Messrs. Chamberlain and Oenter for one day
longer. On the 19th Professor Evermann went to Morgan City, and at
once went on board the fishing tug Shamrock for a trip through those

portions of the Atchafalaya River and its connecting lakes and bayous
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in which catfish fishing is carried on, returning to Morgan City on-the
218t, where he remained until the 24th. Messrs. Chamberlain and
Center reached Morgan City on April 20, and the next four days were
devoted to examining the fish which were being prepared for shipment
in the three fish-houses of that place. Collections were also made in
the waters about Morgan City.

On April 24 Professor Evermann went to New Iberia, at Mr. Brous-
sard’s request, to examine Lakes Tasse and Peigneur, in that vicinity.
Mr. Chamberlain joined him on the evening of the 25th, when both
proceeded to Beaumont, Tex., where they spent one day, and then
proceeded to Lufkin, Tex. After spending one day at Lufkin,
examining the Neches and Angelina rivers, they went to Logansport,
where the Sabine River was examined April 29, From Logansport
Mr. Chamberlain went to Melville, La., where he spent four days
examining the catfish handled there, while Professor Evermann went
to Athens, Ga., to examine a site for a proposed fish-hatchery at
that place. Mr. Center remained at Morgan City compiling the statis-
tics of the catfish fishery at that place until April 27, when he returned
to Washington. Professor Evermann returned to Washington May 4.
On May 7, Mr. Chamberlain completed his inquiries at Melville and
the investigation was brought to a close.

During the conduct of these investigations we were the recipients of
numerous courtesies from various gentlemen, who by their kindly and
intelligent interest contributed in no small degree to the suceessful
completion of the work. Thanks are especially due Hon. Robert F.
Broussard, Hon. A. Baldwin, and Mr. Edward G. Schlieder, of New
Orleans; Messrs. Edgar Bass, John Dalton, and Manuel Coguenhem,
of Morgan City, and Mr. Charles Larson, of Bayou Chéne, La.

SOUTHWESTERN MISSISSIPPI.

The object of the investigations in this region was to determine the
general character of the waters, the species of fishes inhabiting them,
their abundance and habits, and the desirability of introducing other
species of food or game fishes.

Baldwin Lodge, on the Louisville and Nashville Railroad, 39 miles
northeast of New Orleans, was the center of our operations. This
place is within a short distance of the mouth of the Pearl River, where
it empties into Lake Borgne. The surrounding country is, in the wain,
low, level, and subject to overflow; much of it is tide marshes and
bayous, narrow channels or creeks; ponds and lakes are numerous.
Bayou Isle aux Pois (or Campbell Bayou) runs immediately in the rear
of Baldwin Lodge, opening into Pearl River on the west and into Grand
Plains Bayou at the other end. It is about 90 feet wide and 12 feet
deep. Its shores, except at Baldwin Lodge, are low and marshy, and
overgrown with marsh grass and a few bushes. Grand Plains Bayou
conuects with this bayou to the castward and extends several miles to
the north and east. 1t is of the same general eharacter and of about






