XVL—LETTERS REFERRING 170 THE PRESENCE OF SHAD IN
THE RIVERS TRIBUTARY TO THE GULF OF MEXICO.

) GREENVILLE, ALA., April 11, 1872.

DeAr SIr: Your favor of the 4th instant to hand, and in reply state
that the white shad are caught in Pea River, at Elba, Coffee County,
Alabama. They commence catching them in fall traps about the 15th
of March, up to the 1st of May. They commenced running in that
Stream about the year 1864, in small quantities, increasing in size and
quantities every season. They also catch the hickory and gizzard shad,
which are easily distinguished frowm the white, in size, flavor, and shape.
The white shad’s mouth comes together even, and is white. They are
thicker and Lroader, have a dark streak on each side of the backbone
after cutting open, and have a different flavor from any other fish, while
the hickory shad’s under lip is larger than the upper, and is black and
extremely bony, and they taste entirely different from the white shad.
Mr, John P. Reynolds, of this city, who was raised at Macon, Ga.,
and dealt in Savannah shad, was at Elba last week, and says they were
then catching the genuine white shad.

Hoping that you may be able to stock the southern waters with then,
and having no donbt that it can be done,

I am yours, respectfully,

Mr. W. P. YONGE,
Spring Villa, Ala.

JNO. T. KNIGHT.

P. S.—The above statement is correct.
JNO. P. REYNOLDS.

YONGESBOROUGH, ALA., April 15, 1872,

DEAR S1r: By request of Col. W. Penn Yonge, I address you in
T8gard to the breeding and stocking of the southern waters with white
Shad and herring.

Several years residence in South Alabama and Florida gave me op-
Portunities of noticing the characteristics of many of the numerous
Streams giving their waters to the Gulf. I have fished,and hunted the
dt_ier, on the Conecuh and its tributaries, the Big and Little Escambias,

de-water flows as high up as the Molino Mills, twenty-five miles above
Ofe;l;acola, by railroad, giving at least seventy-five miles from the mouth
20 Scambia Bay, to the highest flow. I think I can safely say there are
N stream.s on the continent better adapted for the introduction and

®Production of the shad and herring from the Atlantic. These waters
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are pure, the bottom sandy and pebbly, affording ample and the best
of spawning-grounds. The Alabama, Tombigbee, and Bigby, pene-
trating the northern limit of the State, are equally as well adapted for
the purpose as any streams in the South.

. For its central location, its proximity and facilities of transportation
to the waters of Georgia, Alabawa, and Mississippi, point to Colonel
Youge’s place, Spring Villa, as the southern fish nursery.

I have scen a letter from J. T. Knight, of Greenville, Butler County,
Alabama, stating that the genuine white shad has been taken out of
Pea River, a tributary of the Conccul. At Eiba, Coffee County, Ala.,
Mr. W. R. Thugan says he has taken a fow white shad at his mill this
geason, nine miles from Greenville, out of Pigeon Creek, another tribu-
tary of the Conecuh. Mr. J. P. Reynolds, a resident of Greenville, who
was raised in Macon, Ga., and an old fish-dealer, on a receut visit to
Alabama, saw the shad that was taken out of Pea River, and pro-
nounced them the gennine white shad. If the above be a true state-
ment, which I do not doubt, it is no longer an experiment, but a fact,
.that the shad can be introduced into the southern waters.

We are too poor to make it an individual enterprise. We want help.

Yours, most respecttully,
ISAAC W. POLLARD.

Hon. W, A, HANDLEY,

Washington City, D. C.

HoT SPRINGS, ARK., August 13, 1872,
DEAR SIR: In reply to the query contained in your letter just re-
. ceived, T have to reply that shad are caught in the Ouachita River, Hot
.Springs County, Arkansas, Ye lovers of choice fish; ye epicureans of
Roman taste ; just contemplate a fine, fat, delicate broiled, or a selected
“white shad, (Alosa prwstabilis,) nicely ¢ planked,” served up for your
breakfast, diuner, or at a picnic lunch, fresh trom the pure, cool, bright
waters of the Quachita. Yes, we have aunually a supply of shad, in
.April and May, found in this streaw, near its wountain source, over one
thousand miles from the mouth of the Mississippi River. They are
-caught in a trap constructed of boards, just below the dam, This dam
is the first mechanical or physical barrier found on the Quachita. 1t was
built by the late- William Farr, to supply water for a saw, grist, and
carding mill erected in 1858,
The fish-trap was securely fastened to the bowlders and bed-rocks, iD
1860, in effort to supply the Hot Springs market daily with fresh fish-
_After a spring-rain and a good rise in the water, we found, (A pril, 1861,)
among 2 lot of black bass, salmon-trout, red horse, drum, and goggleé-
.eyed perch,five fine large shad secured in the trap. Being familiar with
the fish, I secured the lot and encouraged the attendants to save me all of






