XXIX.-NATURAL AND ECONOMICAL HISTORY OF THE GOURAML"

By TREODORE GILL.

OSPHROMENUS GORAMY.

Synonynyy.

Ospliromenus goramy, Lacépéde, Hist. Nat. Poiss., III, 117, pl. 3, fig. 2, 1802 Gill, Am.
Sportsman, IV, 66, 369, 1874.

Trichopus goramy, Shaw, Gen. Zool., IV, 388, pl. 55, 1803.

Osphromenus olfax, Comm. in Lact‘pt‘de Hist. Nat. Poiss., IIT, 117, 1802 ; Hardwicke, Zool.
Journ., IV, 309, pl. 36; Cuv. § Fal., Hist. Nat. Poiss. VII 377, pl. 198 1831; Rich, Brit.
Ass. Rep (Ich. Cluna. and Japan), 1846, 251 ; Blecker, Vissch. Doolh. Kleu\v (Ver-
land. Batav. Genootschap, XXIII, p.) 10, 1850; Can!or, Cat. Malayan Fishes, €8,
1850; Val., Regne An., par Cuv., 6éd. par disciples, Poissons, pl. 73, figs. 1,3; Giinther,
Cat.Acanth, Fishes B. M., 111, 382, 1861 ; and various authors, Bull. Soc. Zool. d’Acclim.
infra cit., 1860-74; Zool. Garten, etc.

Trichopodus mentum, Lacdpéde, Hist. Nat. Poiss., III, 125, pl. 3, fig. 2, 1802, (Based on
a bad figure-by M. Cér6.)

Trichopus satyrus, Shaw, Gen. Zool., IV, 391, pl. 33, 1803. (A substitute for Tricho-
podus mentum.)

Ospliromenus satyrus, Blecker, Vissch, Doolh. Kieuw. (Verhand. Batav. Genootschap,
XXII1), 10, 1850.

Osphromenus notatus, Kuhl & Van Hassalt, in Cuv. § Val. Hist. Nat. Poiss., VII, 386,
1831.

Osphromenus vittatus, Kull & Van Hassall,in Cuv. § Val. Hist. Nat. Poiss,, VII, 357,
1831.

The preceding are only the more important roferonces to the specios ; others will bo
found in the foot-notes and in the subsequent text.

A—~NATURAL HISTORY.
PREFATORY.

The great interest which has been excited by the gourami, and the
numerous attempts to acclimatize or introduce it into distant countries
will doubtless render welcome a somewhat elaborate article on the spe-
cies, and a practical application of the lessons of experience in connec-
tion with it.

The literature on the fish is very voluminous, and numerous articles
have been written upon it; in the Bulletin de la Société Impériale
Zoologique d’Acclimatation a,lone, there are about one hundred references
in the indices to articles and notices in the various volumes. Thesoe and
many other papers have been consulted, and our readers are farnished

with tho resnlts of exporiments and observatlons to date. Especially
-

* This article is reprinted, with slight modifications Ly the author, from *‘The Amf’f"
cau Sportsman,” for September 12, 1874, (A,) and October 31, 1874, (B,) by permissiol
of the editor and proprietor (W. F. Parker, ¢sq.) of that paper.—S. I'. BAIRD.



GILL—ON THE GOURAMI. 711

are acknowledgments due to the articles cited in the foot-note;* to
Colonel Nicolas Pike, our late very efficient consul to Mauritius, to whom
the Smithsonian Institution is indebted for many specimens; and to ex-
tracts from an article of Mr. Clarke.

NAME.

Osphromenus goramy is the true and first-published scientific name
given to the celebrated gourami, and was conforred by Lacépbde, who
accepted a manuscript-name devised by Commerson for the genus, and
proposed a modification of the best-known vernacular name for the spe-
cies. Osphromenus olfax, a name suggested in the manuseript of Com-
merson, was published by Lacépide as a synonym. The name Qsphro-
menus was bestowed by Commerson by rcason of an erroneous idea
which he entertained, (that the labyrinthiform apparatus was an
adaptation for smelling,) and was derived from the Greek ovogpopa:,
to smnell. Commerson’s idea arose from his perception of some analogy
in appearance between the labyrinthiform apparatus and the ethmoid
bone of man: '

TORM, ETC.

The gourami has an oblong-oval form. The snout is produaced, and
the forchead in front of the eyes concave but bebind convex, and it be-
comes more and more so with advancing age, (as will be noticed by com-
Parison of fignres of young and old here given). The lateral line is con-
tinuous from the shoulder to the base of the caudal fin, The dovsal fin
Is considerably smaller than the anal ; the former commencing far behind
the head, ending some distance in advance of the caudal, and farnished
With eleven to thirteen spines, and eleven or twelve articulated rays;
the anal commencing near the base of the ventral, extending to and
connected with the base of the caudal fin, and supplied with nine to

* Rurz DE LavisoN. Sur quelques tentatives d'acclimatation du gouranti (Osphromenus
¢lfax) dans divers pars. <Bulletin Soc. Imp. Zool. d’Acclim. {Paris), viii, 1861, pp. 392~
403,

Vinson (Dr. Auguste).  De Pacclimatation du gowrami a Pile de la Réunion, et des
Moyens dacclimaler ce poissonen Algerie ¢t dans le midi de la France. < Bulletin Soc. Imp.
Zool. @’ Acelim. (Paris), viii, 1861, pp. 509-514, 541-346,

BARTHELEMY-LAPOMMERAYE.  Nouvelle tentative d'introduction du gowrami d'ile Mau-
rice en Irance, catreprise par AL Lienard.  <Bulletin Soc, Imp. Zool. I’Acelim. (Paris), x,
1863, pp. 739-740. :

Cosyi. Instruction pour le transport des gouramis. < Bullotin Soc. Imp. Zool. I’Acclim.
(Parig), 2¢ série, ii, 1865, pp. 76-80.

BarTifLeMy-LAaPoMMERAYE.  Sur Pintroduction récente du gowrami en France, ct in-
#lructions o cet sujel.  Lettre adressée & M. le président de la Société Impériale @ dcclimata-
tion, < Bulletin Soc. Imp. Zool. ’Acclim. (Paris), 2¢ série, ii, 1865, pp. 195-203.

Danky (P. Thicrsant). Nofesur l¢ transport des gouramis. < Bulletin Soe. Imp. Zool,
LAcclim, (Paris), 2¢ série, v, 1868, pp. 591-592.

———— Histoire naturclle du gowrami. < Bulletin Soc, Tmp. Zool. d’Acclim: (Paris), 2¢
86rio, viii, 870, pp. 671-688,







