IV.—REPORT OF PRACTICAL AND SCIENTITIC INVESTIGATIONS
OF THE COD FISHERIES NEAR THE LOFFODEN ISLANDS,
MADE DURING THE YEARS 1864-1869.*

By G. 0. Sans,

A —REPORT TFOR 1S64.

As the subject of my investigations for this year, I selected the
offoden fisheries as being the most extensive of all the cod fisheries on
our coasts, and went to the Loffoden Islands during the firss days of
Qniuary, in order to be in time for the begiuning of the fisheries, As
Tegards the plan of my investigations, it was my intention above every-
thing else to make myself familiar with all the circumstances and con-
) itions of the fisheries, so as to gain a sure foundation on which further
Mvestigations might be built. I was therefore traveling nearly all the
Ume, gnd during the winter I visited most of the fishing-stations. At
Svery place I visited I paid close attention to the manner in which the
Sheries are carricd on, and to the natural conditions which might be
s,ul’posed to have some influence on them ; I likewise listened atten-
t“’ely to the accounts of experienced fishermen, and considered theso of
sp_eeialv importance for me, being entirely unacquainted with these fish-
Sties, In this manner I have gained much important information, but
ave also heard many erroneous and contradictory opinions expressed.
U the following report I have therefore given only what I found to be
‘ue by my own observations, or what I at any rate considered highly
Probable, It will scarcely be necessary to explain why I have given to
¥ report the character of a connected narrative. It was my object
Uing the present fishing season to obtain as far as possible a gen-
Tl view of these fisheries, and I therefore give the information gained
this manner in the way which seems to me to agree best with nature’s
dws, reserving to myself the liberty of corroborating or correcting by
Urthep investigations whatever I dare not give in this report as abso-
ely certain.

A_ GENERAL VIEW OF TOE LOFFODEN FISHERIES, AND SOME PHYSI-
CAL CONDITIONS WHICH SHOULD BE TAKEN INTO SPECIAL CONSID-
ERATION,

Th\e Loffoden fisheries are of very ancient date. They are spoken of
3 very early age, and seem then to have been carried on chiefly by
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foreigners. That the Laplanders have also in former times been en-
gaged in these fisheries, is proved by the remains of certain stone build-
ings erected by them, which are found in several places on the Loffodert
Islands as near Svolvier. The time for these fisheries is generally
the middle of winter, or the first four months of the year; therefore
about the same time as our great spring herring-fisheries. It is the
suwe instinet which urges tho fish to approach the coast in large puw-
Dbers, viz, the desire of propagating their species; in other words, the
spawning process, To distinguish these fisheries, therefore, from those
which, later in spring, are carried on on the coast of Finmarken
they are called “gaat.fiske,” spawn-fisheries. This kind of fisherie$
however, is not coufined to the Loffoden Islands, but is, as is well
known, carried on in many other parts of our coast; and there are many
indications that the codfish approaches the coast along its whole ex-
tont, at least from Stadt, at the same time that it comes near the Loffo:
den Islands. The reason why the Loffoden fisheries have been so dis
tiuguished from olden times, seems not to be that the codfish upproaches
these islands in particalarly large numbers, but rather that the locality
offers so many natural advantages for the fisheries, and is at any rato
better protected against the immediate influences of the ocean. It cam
on the other haund, not be denied that Yhis group of islands, by extend:
ing so far in a westerly direction, offers this advantage, that the school$
of fish coming from the west can gather here easier, aud, by going t0
their different spawning-places all along these islands, yield their trib'_
ute to man for a longer period of time than if this group of island’
extended parallel with the coast.

Tbe Loffoden fisheries proper, which are spoken of here, are carried
on along the inner side, or that part of the islands looking toward tbo
west fiord, from the farthest point of the island of Moskenas to Hindds
and sometimes still farther. Large schools of codfish approach these
islands, likewise, on the outer coast every year; but as this coast is very -
rocky and almost inaccessible in many places, the fishing is attende
with great difficulties, and would scarcely repay the trouble. .

It seems to be a very important point to gain an accurate knowledgf‘3
of the formation and nature of the bottom of the sea where fishing 1
going on ; and it is very desirable that exact soundings be taken. T3
would not only save the loss of many implements, but would also oV
tribute its share toward a more systematic way of carrying on the fish”
eries. My time did, of course, not suffice to make all these sounding®
This would require the summer season, when the days are longer abt
the weather calmer. I shall, however, in the following, give all the
information bearing on this point which I have obtained from persov?
observation, from fishermeun, and from other porsons* well acquainte
with the fisberies,

*Jam under special obligation to the superintendent of tho fisherics, First Liow
tenant Olsen, for much valuable information.






