IX.—THE FIRST FIVE YEARS OF THE EMDEN JOINT-STOCK
- HERRING-FISHERY ASSCCIATION.

. ——
By Senator DANTZIGER, of Emden.

The close of last year completed the fifth year of an enterprise which
had been started by prominent citizens of Emden in conjunction with
the German Fishery Association, for the purpose of cultivating the her-
ring.fisheries which had been carried on in Emden from time immemo.
rial and of combining with these other fisheries on the high seas.

An attempt had been made as early as 1857 to start a joint-stock
Company for fishing herring and codfish with twenty-five vessels, but
tle buildings of the maritime association, « Harmouy,” were destroyed
by fire thut same year, and nothing more was done than to frame a con-
Stitution, This proved a blessing in disguise, for scarcely ten years
later a new kind of h(xrring-vessels, the so-called ¢ logger,” were intro-
fluced in Holland. This brought about other improvements in the her-
Ing.fisheries, so that the vessels with which the city bad intended to
carry on the fisheries would certainly have proved uscless. Since the
itroduetion of the “ logger,” in 1867, the Dutch sea-fisheries have im.
Proved considerably. The former system of premiums has been abol.
I8hed, ang, according to the official anuual reports, the Duteh are proud
of thejp « free fisheries,” which enjoy the favor of the capitalists.

It we go buck in the interesting history of the Lwmden lferring.ﬁsh.
Cries as far as the beginning of this century, We find t-hat.dunug the first

€cade they were suffering fromn those circumstances which at that time
€pressed commerce and navigation generally. The ¢« huisen >—this was
be name of the old-fashioned perring-vessels—do not seem to have
8one out every year; the following result is, however, reported :
. In 1801, 43 ¢ buisen?” caught 3,528 barrels of herring and codfish. Dur-
1ag the second half of this decade the fisheries seem to have recovered
very rapidly, and the following results aro reported :

1815, 7 wlynisen 7. vceeenenens 3,772 bbls. !
1819, 52 « huisen 7o s oo nneenn 1,848 bbls.(?) > Herring and codfish.

1820, 3 « DUISEN ? e e v wmannees 2107 bbls. )

. The « }ypisen ” were accompanied by two clippers, of which one had
0 Fake the first baul to Hamburg, while the other had to go to Emden.
his wag necessary, as the connections of Emden with the interior were
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very imperfect, and remained so for a long time till the West Hanover
railroad was opened in 1856. In the year 1819 a tax of 72 cents was
laid on every 100 pouuds of foreign herring, in order to encourage the
domestic fisheries. 1t is possible that the results did pot satisfy the
Hanover government, or perhaps English influence was at work, or the
premium of 8216 each for 54 vessels, amounting to a total of 811,664, be-
came burdensomo to the Hanover state treasury, At any rate, the Em-
den people were informed that in future they could only expect an annual
premium of 8144 per vessel. Emden remoustrated against this measure,
saying that ber fishermen could no longer compete with Hollaud, where
an annunal premimin of $210 was given per vessel. It was finally
resolved that the Emden people must be satisfied with a total preminm
of $6,480. As this sum, at the rate of $216 per vessel, would only fur-
nish preminms for about 30 vessels, one of the fishing associations, with
24 ¢ buisen,” emigrated to Evkhuizen, in Holland, in order to get the
Datch premium, while 28 “ buisen ? and 2 clippers remained in Emden
in order to enjoy the former premium in full. In 1856, the number
of ¢ buisen” had dwindled down to six. The number of clippers was
at first two, afterward three, and in 1828 even four, but after 1834
only one. 'The best results were obtained :.

1841.—13 < buisen,” with an average of 282 barrels herring and cod
per vessel. .

1837.—15 “buisen,” with an average of 2563 barrels herring and cod
per vessel.

1844.—12 ¢ buisen,” with an average of 353 Larre!s herring and cod
per vessel.

1834.—16 “ buisen,” with an average of 245 barrels herring and cod
per vessel.

And the poorest :

1852.—10 ¢ buisen,” with an average of 71} barrels herring and cod
per vesscls,

1846.—11 “Dbuisen,” with an average of 82 barrels herring and cod per
vessel. ’

1845.—12 “buisen,” with an average of 97 barrels herring and cod per
vessel.

1822.—27 “Dbuisen,” with an average of 108 barrals herring and cod per
vessel. o

1824.—25 ‘“buisen,” with an average of 1094 barrels herring and cod
per vessel,

1848, —9 “ buisen,” with an average of 116 barrels herring and cod per
vessel, ’

During the years 1833-1839, 1840-1842, 1844, 1851, and 1854 the aver
ago avnual result per vessel was 200 barrels. The direct profit which'the
great fishers derived from the fisheries may have been small; but thes
fisheries always gave employment to a large number of men, boys
women, and girls; and as Emden at that time was far from the greab






