VI—REPORTS MADE TO THE DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
OF INVESTIGATIONS OF THE SALT-WATER FISHERIES OF
NORWAY DURING THE YEARS 1874-1877."

By Prof. G. O. SARs,

L
REPORT FOR 1874,

As there is an item in the appropriation bill for next year for the prac-
tical and scientific investigations of the fisheries, I shall give a brief
Teport of the observations made by e this year, and I shall also give
0y opinion as to how they should be continued.

As I mentioned in a former report to the department, it was my origi-
Dal jntention this year to investigate the fisheries in Finmarken. It
¥as wmy opinion that these juvestigations should be made chietly in the
’"‘OIlths of March, April, and May ; but as Professor Rasch had sent in

18 resignation in the beginuing of the year I had to abandon this plan,
Sinee my office as assistant professor of zodlogy obliged me as long as
}l’e Professorship was vacant to attend to its duties, lectures, and ex.
4Minations, which could not be taken by any one else. I bad tlus no
M6 at my command before the beginning of the midsummer vacation,
e, the end of June. But as already the year before reports had been
Dade to the department by the governor of Finmarken by fishermen aud
8evera) gentlemen interested in the fisheries, all expressing the fear that

® whale fisheries, which during the last yecars bad been carried on in

@ Varanger fiord by 8. Foyn, might exercise a hurtful influence on the

er fisheries, and since the department had at the same time been re-
Quested to have this matter investigated as soon as possible by a com-
ﬁ\et"ﬂt scientist, I thought that I wust adbere to my Ofiginal plan and
ge“ke my investigations this year in Finmarken. It_ls true that the
(ultl'eral fisheries had closed everywhero by th(? time I could leave my
'entles at the university, but on the other haf]d 1t:‘ was the most conven-
cap 8eason for investigating Foyn’s whale fisheries, as they are chiefly

tied on during the months of July aud August. As I moreover ex.
E:‘ecit@d to make some prelimivary observations on tho general fisheries,
(:ou,Ch I considered necessary before tbe' direct mvestlgz'tt.lous could be

_ Wenced, 1 concluded to proceed to Finmarken, even if [ should get

e at a time when no important fisheries were carried on.

*
umlud_heremm,m,r til Departmentet for det Indre fra Professor Dr. G. O, Sars om de
r‘i"“.‘ Aarene 1374-1877 austillede Understgelser vodkommende Sultvandsfiskerierna.
Stianin, 1878, Translated by Herman Jacobsan.



664 REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF FISH AND FISHERIES.

As soon as I had finished my examination work and had gotten the
necessary apparatus I started for the North and arrived at Vardo onl
the 15th of July. After a stay of eight days, which I chiefly spent in
gathering intormation regarding the fisheries which bad just come to
an end, and in investigating the physical conditions of those localities
where the fisheries are principally carried on, I went to Vadsd, where I
staid three weeks. Ilere I had every opportunity to study IFoyn’s
whale fisheries, which just then were in very successful operation.
Nearly every day I could examine whales which had been caught DY
him, and several times I had a chance of witnessing the way in whiclt
these fisheries are carried on.

The result at which I arrived regarding the influenco which the whale
fisheries may have on the other fisheries coincides exactly with my opin-
ion which I had formerly expressed to the department. It is my firm
couviction, now as then, that no danger whatsoever need be appre-
hended from the whale fisheries. I have in a former report to the de-
partment given my reasons for this view, and now, after having per-
sonally examined the matter, I can add a fact which proves still mor®
fully that the complaints made against Foyn’s fisheries are entirely nn-
founded. The kind of whale which Foyn catches almost exclusivelys
the so-called blue whale (Balwnoptera Sibbaldii), has in all probability
nothing whatever to do with the other fish. Repeated investigations of
the contents of its stomach have convinced me that its food consists
almost exclusively of a small transparent shrimp ( Thysanopoda inermish
which by the inhabitants of this coast is called “kril” Although
there was no lack of herrings of different sizes during the time I staid
in the Varanger fiord, I never found the slightest trace of berrings it
the stomach of the biue whales, and Foyn himself has assured me that
he never had found any herring in the whale. The whale which 8
mostly found here is of a much smaller kind (probably Bualwnopter®
laticeps), a whale which Foy?l does not care for at all, because it is neithef
as large nor as fat as the blue whale. DBesides this whale two other
kinds of whale come here during the herring fisheries (so I haye at least
been informedl), viz, the Bal@noptera musculus and the Megaptera boops, DY
Dboth of them in smaller numbers, Al these three kinds of whales seet®
to leave tho coast when the herring fisheries have come to an end aP
follow the “herring to the ocean; while the blue whale only begins to
approach the coast iu any considerable number after the herring fisheries
in order to feed on the enormous masses of “kril,” which at this tim®
are by the current driven toward the coast, espeeially in the Varange?
fiord. Even those who still hold to the old opinion, that the whaleS
chase the berrings toward the coast, will thus have no reasonable csuS
for anxiety, as Foyn does not catch the so-called herring-whale, bu
chiefly a different kind which cownes uear the coast at a later seasott 0
the year. . ;

Besides these investigations (concerning Foyu’s whale fisheries)






