XIL—REPORT OF OPERATIONS AT THE UNITED STATES SALMON-
RA’I‘CHIN G STATION ON THE M’CLOUD RIVER, CALIFORNIA,
N 1877,

By LIvVINGSTON STONE.

CHARLESTOWN, N. H., April 5, 1878,
Hon. SpeNcER F. BAtrD
SIR: I beg leave to report as follows: When I first reached the Me-
Cloud River this season, on the 6th of June, I found everything 6n the
8rounds in good order ; the usual winter’s work of getting in wood for
the summer, making nets, &c., had been faithfully attended to by Mr.
Tyron Green, who had remained in charge during my absence. The
igh water in the river, however, had carried away the current wheel
Which raised the water supply for the hatching house, and also the
Diers on which the wheel rested. In order to avoid a similar calamity .
is Year, I at once adopted the plan of resting the wheel on large flat
Oats made of plank. This plan was ultimately carried ont, and up to
_th@ time of the present writing has worked admirably. Indeed, I have
JU8t received a letter from Mr. Green, dated United States Fishery,
¢Cloud River, California, January 14, 1878, stating that “the boats
a_’ld wheel were a perfect success.” The boats, together with the wheel,
Yise and fall with the water, so that any rise in the river does not en-
anger the wheel or interrupt its working, We gain a double advan-
ge from this method, by not only assuring security to the wheel, but
8o by obtaining & continuous and permanent supply of water for irri.
Sation, which, as we expect to have a large vegetable garden at the
8hery iy future, is a matter of no small importance,
he operations at the fishery in other respects this season were con-
dlleted very much the same as last year, with the exception that two
acks were put across the river to obstruet the salmon instead of one,
% Usual, To explain why this step was required, it will be necessary
0(; 80 back two or three years in the history of the fishery. On the 9th
December, 1875, President Grant set aside, by proclamation, a tract
land, including the premises of the McCloud River Fishery, as a
ited States reservation, Tor some time previous to this event, a Mr.
Schinsky and son had come over to the McCloud River from Shasta
Catch galmon with a seine, and sell them in Shasta and neighboring
Akets, In consequence of having done this, these fishermer some-
]OW Acquired the impression that they had established gz title to the
th on which the United States Fishery was situated. Consequently,
®0 the United States Fishery premises were made g government
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reservation, they disputed the right of the United States Fish Commis-
sion to carry on its fishing operations there. This opened a warm con
troversy, which was carried on for over two years, during which time
several unpleasant and rather exciting altercations cook place. I was,
nevertheless, able, in one way or another, to maintain the rights of the
United States Fish Commission in the matter until the land was s
veyed. When this was dene, by some accident the disputed territorys
to our great dismay, was made to come outside of the limits of the United
States reservation. I saw the danger at once. Mr. Leschinsky now had,
to all appearances, a legal right to keep us off the fishing grounds; and
of course, if he did s0, no salmon could be obtained for spawning, and
the seasou’s labors would be a failure, unless some new plan of operd”
tions obviating the difiiculty was put into practice. It was this that
led to the building of the additional rack just mentioned. Seeing thaty
in the existing situation, we should be cut off from securing the salmoD
when they collected below the usual location of our rack, I immediately
proceeded to build a rack higher up the river, at a point which woul
cause some of the salmon at least to collect on what was unquestioxmb]y
the reservation premises according to the survey, so that if we ghoul¢
not get any spawning salmon from the usual fishing ground, the seaso?
would not be an entire failure. This rack was finished, and the rive’
closed to the ascent-of the salmon above this point, on the 11th of J uly"
The leaving out of the fishing ground {rom the reservation prove
afterward to be the result of a clerical error, which was rectified durivé
the summer, and the regular fishing ground having been restored to the
United States Fish Commission, I theu built the usual rack at its accn¥
tomed place.

In the mean time the United States had brought a suit against the
Leschinskys for trespassing on governmeut property, and in a conve®"
sation with them on the subject they expressed thewselves willing
desist from fishing out the spawning salmon which were collecting ©”
the fishing ground. As long as I remained at the McCloud, they &
peared disposed to comply with my wishes in this respect. AS S‘?o i
however, as I left the river they began to fish again, and on wmy arriv®
at Portland, Oreg., I received a dispatch from Mr. Green, who was ¢
in charge at the McCloud River, stating that the LeschinskyS wer
fishing again on the reservation and had expressed a determinatio?
continue to fish there as long as they pleased. Under these cired .
stances I concluded to do what I had bad for a long time in contemP o
tion, viz, to apply for a small guard of soldiers to occupy the reser’ g
tion fishing grounds during the fishing scason. My object in doms
this was threefold. In the first place, it would secure beyond any 0
the safety of the spawning salmon, and, in the second place, it “'0‘:]19
impress upon the minds of the community about there the fact that B
fishery grounds were United Wtates property, a circumstance W ol
seemed to be very coolly ignored in some portions of our neighborb?






