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INTRODUCTORY NOTE.

The accompanying report of the fisheries of the Mississippi River
and tributaries for the year 1899 is the result of a canvass made by the
statistical agents of this Commission. These fisheries were previously
canvassed in 1895, in connection with an investigation of the interior
waters of the United States, exclusive of the Great Lakes and coastal
rivers, for the year 1894.

The present inquiries were conducted during the summer of 1900 as
follows: Mr. John N. Cobb investigated the fisheries of the Ohio River
and the Mississippi and tributaries from Alton, I1l., to New Orleans,
being assisted in Arkansas and Louisiana by Mr. G. H. H. Moore.
Mr. W. A. Roberts canvassed the Mississippi above Dubuque, Iowa;
Mr. C. H. Stevenson, the Mississippi from Dubuque to Keokuk,
Towa, and the Missouri and its tributaries; Mr. E. S. King, the Illinois
River and tributaries and the Mississippi between Keokuk, Iowa, and
Alton, 1ll. Inquiries respecting the Tennessee River were made by
Mr. John B. Wilson. ‘

Upon the completion of the field inquiries the general results were
made public in Statistical Bulletin No. 107, which was distributed
throughout the Mississippi Valley.

In the report of the Commissioner for the year ending June 30, 1901,
the results were given in less condensed form. In the present report
the information collected is presented in detail. This report has been
prepared under the direction of Mr. C. H. Townsend, assistant in
charge of the Division of Fisheries. The field agents have assisted in
the compilation of the data in the oflice, and most of them have con-
tributed brief notes on the fisheries.

The assistant in charge has had the constant aid of Mr. Ansley Hall
and other persons in the office, especially commending the painstaking
assistance of Mr. Hall.

GEo. M. Bowrrs, Commzissioner.
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STATISTICS OF THE FISHERIES OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER AND
- TRIBUTARIES.

GENERAL NOTES AND STATISTICS.

The Mississippi River and tributaries constitute the most extensive
river system in the United States and embrace many large rivers
which are of great value as navigable waterways and also on account
of their fisheries. Among the more important of these, aside from
the Mississippi itself, are the Missouri, Illinois, Ohio, Wabash, Cum-
berland, Tennessee, St. Francis, Yazoo, Red, and White rivers.
There are also numerous other rivers, some of which are navigable,
and small lakes tributary to the Mississippi and its affluents which
bave considerable value for fishing purposes. The fisheries of this
river system are prosecuted in 17 States, the area of which aggregates
928,665 square miles and the population 34,792,662. The number of
persons employed in these fisberies in 1899 was 11,155.  Of this num-
ber, 8,566 were fishermen and 2,589 were shoresmen in the various
branches of industry related to the fisheries.

The States having the largest number of persons, mcludlng shores-
men, engaged in the fisheries of these waters, were: Iowa, 2,637; Illinois,
2,389; Missouri, 1,531, and Kentucky, 589. In the 1emumdel of the
States the number varied from 68 in Alabama to 567 in Wisconsin.

The fisheries of greatest prominence were the seine fishery, employ-
ing 2,782 fishermen; the fyke-net fishery, 3,310; the set-line fishery,
3,368, and the mussel fishery, with crowfoot lines, rakes, etc., 1,442,
In many instances, however, the same persons were employed in more
than one fishery.

The amount of capital invested in the fisheries, including the value
of boats, apparatus of capture, shore and accessory property, and the
cash or working capital employed in the various fishery industries, was
$1,782,825. Boats, the number of which was 7,863, represented
$167,018; fishing apparatus, $303,262; shore and accessory property,
$719,095, and cash capital, $593,450.

The forms of upparatus having the widest distribution are seines,
fyke nets, and lines. The number of secines used was 1,007, the length
of which was 179,194 yards and the value $71,641. The largest num-
ber in any single State was 303, valued at $27,780, in Iliinois. In
Missouri, also, there were 154 valued at $8,010, and in Iowa 145 valued
at $8,130; but in each of the other States they were employed less
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