REPORT OF THE DIVISION OF STATISTICS AND METHODS
OF THE FISHERIES.

By C. H. TOwWNSEND, Assistant in Charge.

The work in which the statistical field agents of this division were
employed during the past fiscal year included investigations of the
fisheries of the Pacific coast, the Great Lakes, and the Mississippi
River and tributaries.

The Pacific coast region was canvassed by Mr. W. A. Wilcox, with
the assistance in California of Messrs. A. B. Alexander and K. A,
Tulian, the latter having been transferred temporarily to duty in this
division. Mr. T. M. Cogswell canvassed Lake Superior, Messrs. C. H.
Stevenson and E. S. King Lake Michigan, and Mr. W. A. Roberts
Lakes Huron and St. Clair and the St. Clair and Detvoit rivers.

Mr. J. B. Wilson collected information on the wholesale fishery
trade of Lake Erie, the statistics of the general fisheries of that lake
and of Lake Ontario having beon obtained before tlxo commencoement
of the fiseal ycar by Mr. J. N. Cobb.

The inquiries respecting the Mississippi River and tributaries were
conducted as follows:

Mr. Cobb canvassed the Ohio River and the Mississippi and tribu-
taries from Alton, Ill., to New Orleans, being assisted in Arkansas
and Louisiana by Mr. G. . H. Moore.

Mr. Roberts canvassed the Mississippi above Dubuque, Iowa; Mr.
Stevenson the Mississippi from Dubuque to Keokuk, Towa, and the
Missouri and its tributaries; Mr. King the Illinois River and tribu-
taries and the Mississippi between Keokuk, Iowa, and Alton, TIlL
Inquiries rospecting the Tennessee River were made by Mr. Wilson.

The minor investigations during the year included canvasses of the
Lake of the Woods by Mr. Cogswell, the fisheries of Nevada by Mr.
Tulian, the sponge and sturgeon fisheries of Florida and portions of the
lnterlor waters of Texas by Mr. Cobb. Later Mr. Cobb was detailed
to assist in an investigation of the fisheries of the Hawaiian Islands.

Mr. Stevenson was detailed for one month for field work in connec-
tion with the preparation of reports on the utilization of fishery
Products.

Other investigations relating to the lobster, sturgeon, menhaden,
and salmon fisheries of the Atlantic coast were in progress at the
close of the fiscal year, Messrs. Wilcox, Cogswell, Moore, and Wilson
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Mr. Barton A. Bean was employed for a short tine in May and June
in making inquiries respecting shad fisheries of the Susquehanna River
in Dauphin and Lancaster counties, Pa.

During the summer, Mr. Townsend, agsistant in charge, visited the
Pribilof Islands for the purpose of ascertaining the condition of the
fur-seal herd and the sealing industry located there.

Capt. 8. J. Martin and Mr. F. F. Dimick, local statistical agents of
the division stationed at Gloucester and Boston, Mass., have submit-
ted monthly reports on the quantity and value of certain -fishery
products landed at those ports by American vessels.

The following single-sheet bulletins, containing advance statistics
in condensed form, have been issued during the year:

No. 17, Fisheries of the Great Lakes, 1899, '

No. 18. Statement of the quantity and values of certain fishery products landed
at Boston and Gloucester, Mass., by American fishing vessels during
the year 1899.

No. 19. Sponge fishery of Florida, 1900.

No. 20, Fisheries of the Pacific coast, 1899,

No. 107. Fisheries of the Mississippi River and tributaries, 1899,

Additional bulletins showing the quantity and values of certain fish-
ery products landed at Boston and Gloucester by American fishing
vessels have been issued monthly as usnal.

The publications appearing during the year which emanated from
this division were: ‘‘Statistics of the fisheries of the New England
States,” and ‘“Statistics of the fisheries of the Middle Atlantic States.”
A paper on the sturgeon fishery of the Delaware River and Bay, and
one on the lobster fishery of Maine, were prepared by John N. Cobb.

FISHERIES OF BOSTON AND GLOUCESTER.

The important fisheries of these ports are reported upon monthly
by local agents of the Commission. The total quantity of produects
landed by American vessels was 162,218,921 pounds, worth $4,385,102.
The returns for 1900, as compared with those of the previous year,
show a decrease of 14,555,380 pounds and an increase in value of
$191,450. The total number of fares was 7,513,

At Boston there has been an inerease in the quantity and value of
products as compared with 1899, which is shown chiefly in the supply
derived from banks off the New England coast. There has been a
slight increase in the quantity and value of fresh fish, while the quan-
tity and value of salt fish has been more than doubled.” The total
quantity of products landed at Boston was 66,820,912 pounds, valued
at $1,598,506. The number of fares was 3,731, of which 203 were from
the eastern banks and 3,528 from grounds off the New England coast.
The fresh and salted fish from the eastern banks amounted to 9,786,500
pounds, valued at $281,546, and from grounds off the New England
coast, 57,034,412 pounds, valued at $1,316,960.

There were 95,398,009 pounds of fish landed at Gloucester, valued






