THE FISHERIES AND FISH TRADE OF PORTO RICO IN 1902.

By W. A. WiLcox,
Agent of the United States Ifish Commission.

INTRODUCTION.

During the winter of 1898-99, soon after the occupation of Porto
Rico by the United States Government, an investigation of the fishery
resources and fishery business of that island was made by the United
States Commission of Fisheries. Four years having elapsed since the
change from Spanish to United States rule, it was thought desirable
to revisit the island and make a canvass of the fisheries, with special
reference to the present conditions, the amount of capital invested,
apparatus used, amount and value of products, and number of fisher-
men; also the amount and value of fishery products imported during
the past four years. The results of this canvass, which was made by
the writer in January, February, and March, 1903, are here presented.
The statistical and general information pertain to the calendar year
1902 unless otherwise stated.

TFor courtesies and assistance rendered acknowledgments are given
to the following persons: Hon. Charles Hartzell, sccretary of state;
Hon. James S. Harlan, judge-advocate; Hon. John R. Garrison,
auditor; Hon. A. R. Cruzen, collector of customs and deputies; F. D.
Griffith, of the auditor’s office; Messrs. Fritze Lundt & Co., of
San Juan and Mayaguez; und the French Transatlantic Steamship
Company. . ‘
IMPORTATIONS OF FISHERY PRODUCTS.

Porto Rico is divided into seven districts, the population of each, by
the census of 1899, being as follows:

Aguadilla. . ... o iiiiiiiiiiieiiaeaiaaaaan 99, 645
ArecibO. oot e 162, 308
Bayamon ... ..ceeeiiiiiiiaiiai it 160, 046
GUYARMA - et iecea e ieea e e 111,986
HUumacao . ..o e e aeiec e e aeieineaecanennananan 88, 501
L R T LTt 127, 566
B o) 1Y 203, 191

4 0017 953, 243

The values of fishery products imported into Porto Rico during the
past ten years, with the duties paid, are shown in the following table.
The amounts given for 1899 to 1902 are in United States money,
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but for 1893 to 1897 are in the fluctuating Spanish currency, which
averaged in value about 60 cents on the dollar:

Year. i Pounds. ' Value. : Duty. Year. Pounds. Value. Duty.

21,901,407 }81,325,070 887,677 | 189Ra. ..

1893 ..... P P T e
1891 26,046,061 ¢ 1,649,601 | 94,834 | 1899 . ...| 17,867,619 634, 559 §43,246
1895 . 30,339, 922 I 1,987,676 © 122,087 ' 1900 . <..131,934, 589 397, 648 38, 869
1896 . 29,128,693 : 1,815,010 - 117,497 | 1901 ........... "14, 145,017 537,645 80, 043

1897 coeiiiienans } 34,165,983 2,123,931 139,661 . 1902 ........... 16,757,923 41,409 97,014

« Data for 1898 are not atininable, on account of the war.

This table shows a large decrease in the importations of fishery
products during the past four years. This is partly, perhaps chicfly,
accounted for by the great destruction of property and loss of life
caused by the hurricane of August 8, 1899. The coffee districts of the
western and southern parts of theisland, whichare thelargest consumers
of imported fishery products, were the heaviest suflerers from the hur-
ricanc. Under the most favorable conditions recovery from such dis-
aster is necessarily slow, as several years are required for the planting
and maturing of coffec trees. The very low prices for coffee discour-
aged planters and prevented capitalists from advancing financial aid to
the impoverished native coffee-planters. In the opinion of some the
generally improved conditions in the island have enabled the people to
buy better food, hence the decrease in importations of dried fish. Labor
of all kinds, city and country, has been in steady demand at increased
wages over those received under Spanish rule. With increased incomes
a more varied food is said to be in demand at the expense of fish
products, which for many ycars furnished so important a part of the
diet of the natives. The decrease in fishery imports has probably
been in part from both causes. As time restores the devastated sec-
tions to normal conditions, with continued prosperity, the demand
for fish products may equal that of former years.

Trade conditions in receiving and handling fish products show few
changes.  Of the imports 90 per cent are dry fish and 10 per cent
pickled, smoked, and canned. The proportion-of dry fish is about 90
per cent cod, 7 per cent haddock, and 3 per cent hake. Boneless fish
have been received in small shipments.  Besides being more expensive,
these products have usually been imperfectly cured, and are thercfore
not received with favor, and future shipments.are not encouraged.

Canned sardines from Europe are quite largely used, the imports in
1902 being valued at $12,094, while those from the United States
amounted to only $2,185.

All dry fish intended for this market should be thoroughly and well
cured and dried. The best keeping scason is said to be January, Feb-
ruary, and March. The largest demand for dry and pickled fish is
from October to February, inclusive. ‘

Since the occupation of the island by the United States several of
the custom-houses under Spanish rule have been discontinued. At






