HISTORY

From New England newspapers and government reports of the time.

* 1905 Boston Maine Steamship Co wharf being built on Kidder Pt
* 1907 Power plant on Kidder Point for Mack Point

* 1914 BAR RR closes Kidder Point power plant for Mack Point

* 1925 BAR abandons Cape Jellison pier; expands Mack Point pier
* 1928 Fire destroys giant Armor fertilizer plant in Searsport

* 1928 "Death Knell" sounded for Stockton Harbor

* 1943 Fire at Summers Fertilizer 5/1/43

* 1944 Price ceiling set on wartime Searsport fertilizer production

* 1976 Delta Chemical gasses Searsport, causes Fernview shipwreck
* 1971 Summers Fertilizer leader's portrait presented to U Maine

* 1972 Delta Chemical imports propane

* 1974 Power cable plan between Kidder Pt & Sears Isld 12/23/74

* 1989 Delta ChemicalAmmonia Gas release
* 1984 Sulfuric Acid Spill
* 1994 General Alum & Chemical buys the site
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Coastal Waters Project
60-A Grace Street
Rockland ME 04841

February 26, 1998

Clarissa Trasko
Maine Department of Environmental
Protection Bangor ME

Dear Clarissa
| am writing to bring an apparent water
pollution risk to your attention.

General Alum Plant has what appears to be a
stormwater drain/catchment on the shorefront
of its facility, several meters south of a disused
pumphouse structure extending out from the
shore.The catchment appears to be made of
concrete, with two basins. The front basin has
a wood front. Behind the wood barrier is what
looks like an oil sump, complete with a small
section of oil boom. There is a large pipe
entering into the catchment from the back.



Upon inspection, the oil sump area appears to
be filled dangerously near to the top with an
oily substance smelling strongly of petroleum.
While the design of the catchment is such that
additional wooden boards could be inserted to
Increase the sump's capacity, it makes much
more sense to have the oily waste removed
and properly disposed of.

Unless this is done, there is a risk that a surge
of water coming down the water pipe which
empties into this catchment could overwhelm
the oil/water separation system and cause a
discharge of the substance into Stockton
Harbor. A vandal could likewise cause a
release of this oily waste into Stockton Harbor
by removing or breaking one or more of the
boards separating the oily waste from the
intertidal area.

(cont'd page 3)
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Would you please examine this situation and
take appropriate action to protect Penobscot
Bay from the potential for a spill from this
catchment? Please let me know at your
earliest convenience what measures you have
taken.

Sincerely,
Ron Huber, Director

Coastal Waters Project

cc John Sowles MDEP
USCG Marine Safety Office
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Oily muck
vacuumed
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An osprey
nest sits near
mud flats and
General Alum
in Searsport.
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By Wyalt Olson
Of the NEWS Stalf

SEARSPORT — Dwarfed by a
contraption resembling a mammoth
vacuum cleaner, workers from
Clean Harbors Environmental Ser-
vices Inc. sucked up an estimated 20
cubic yards of fuel-laden muck near
Stockton Harbor on Tuesday.

The ﬂf)r‘i\.rale firm was hired by

Alum and Chemical Corp.,
which owns the concrete catch
basin containing the . The
operation was overseen by the U.S.
Coast Guard, wnich required the
cleanup. )

Coast Guurﬂ and Deparlmant of Envlmnmnmal Praleciinn ufﬂclnln look over a welr at Gnnnmt Alum In Snariport
(NEWS Photo by Bob Delong)

Crew vacuums oily waste

bort site may be from 1989 spill

Substance at Sears

VWorkers trom Clean Harbors Environmental Services Inc. use machinery 1o suck up fuel-laden muck from a weir
at General Alum and Chemical Corp. In Searsport, which owns the concrete catch basin :ontaining the gunk. The
operation was overseen by the U.S. Coast Guard, which required the cleanup. (NEWS Photos by Baob DeLong)
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YWorkers trom Clean Harbors Environmental Services Inc. use machinery to suck up fuel-laden muck from a weir
at General Alum and Chemical Corp. In Searsport, which owns the concrete catch basin ontaining the gunk. The
operation was overseen by the U.S. Coast Guard, which required the cleanup. (NEWS Photos by Bob DeLong)
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(General Alum cleans up discharge

DEP and Searsport
firm agree on
actions

BY MURRAY CARPENTER

SEARSPORT — The Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection
has requested several changes at
the General Alum facility, which
would improve the quality of water
discharged to Stockton Harbor,

After meeting June 16 with
Alexander Horth, General Alum’s
vice president of Engineering and
Environmental Affairs, DEP's
Philip Garwood outlined the prob-
lems and corrective actions in a
June 23 lerter.

Garwood requested the company
sample the water flowing into a
catch basin at *Quifall 001," one of
the company’s two points of dis-
charge to the harbor, and conduct
dye iesis to determing inputs o the
outfall. The discharge from this out-

fall has been oo acidic. The dis-

charge water is supposed to stay
close to a neutral pH (a'measure of
acidity vs. alkalinity with low num-
bers acidic and high numbers alka-
lingj, in the range of & 1o 8.5, but has
consistently dipped below 6. Horth

said recent dye tests confirm his sus-
picion that the acidic discharge is
due to residue from a 1994 acid spill.

The outfall pipe has also been
discharging ammonia, Horth
explained that the only possible
source of the ammonia is an ammo-
nium sulfate production building
inactive since 1993, He agreed 1o
clean up any dried crusts and re-
crystalized material remaining on
the side of a storage tank in the
building, and raise the building’s
floor 1o keep stormwater out of con-
tact with any remaining material,

Qutfall 002, which discharges
boiler water, has a different prob-
lem: The discharge has pH that is
too high, or alkaline. Horth said
water-softening chemicals in the
system are responsible, and agreed
to install a neutralization system by
the end of August.

This does not seem like a prompt
response to Garwood, who wrote,
“We expressed our dissatisfaction
that this was not scheduled sooner,
based on the length of time you
have known the cause and solution,”

Garwood's letter also states that
General Alum should keep sorbent
booms in place at the mouth of out-
fall 2. An oily sludge was cleaned
up from a catch basin at the ourfall

in April, but more of the oily sub-
stance remains in thé pipe leading
1o the basin,

Horth said the company has
kept the booms in place for years
and emphasized that all of the
actions requested by DEP are pro-
jects the chemical company has
been working on for some time.

Activist Ron Huber of the
Coastal Waters Project is disap-
pointed in the actions DEP is
requiring, and says they rely too
much on good will and do not go
far enough.

Regarding the booms to absorb
oil, Huber says DEP is telling Gen-
eral Alum, “Rather than clean it, we
just want you to put a diaper on it.”

Huber said another lingering
problem is that the exact routes of
the many pipes beneath the facility
are still unknown.

“We're glad that they have come
to an agreement that there is a
problem,” Huber said. “But in mat-
ters of pollution control, you don't
want 1o give people the benefit of
the doubt, you just want to go to
the heart of it and take care of the
problem. There is nothing to be
gained by soft-pedaling this, The
goal is to have a bay that is not
being impacted.” W



IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF MAINE

CONSERVATION LAW FOUNDATION,

Plaintiff,

GENERAL ALUM NEW ENGLAND
CORPORATION,
Defendant.

)
)
)
)
v. ) CIVIL ACTION NO.
)
)
)
)
COMPLAINT
Plaintiff, the Conservation Law Foundation (CLF), through its undersigned

attorney, alleges as follows:

INTRODUCTION

1. This iz a civil action brought against the General Alum New England Corporation
pursuant to section 505(a)(1) of the Federal Clean Water Act (CWA or Act), 33U.S.C. §
1365(a)(1).

2. General Alum New England Corporation (GAC) owns and operates a chemical




The Proposed Penalty is Inadequate to Deter
Future Wastewater Violations

Sulfuric Acid Spill

It should also be noted that Paragraph 13 states that the water enforcement action does not include
the violations for discharging some 765 gallons of 93 percent pure sulfuric acid through Outfall
001. Upon information and belief, CLF understands that this spill was considered a “major”
penalty under the Department’s hazardous material penalty policy, however, it was scored in about
the middle of the range of possible penalties, and then GAC was given a $5,000 reduction for
promptly reporting the spill. The total penalty was $10,000 out of a possible range of $10,000 to
$25,000.

Official records and reports from the time of the spill do not indicate that GAC was in any way
prepared to deal with the spill despite handling sulfuric acid and other hazardous materials on a
daily basis (Attachment 3). Reports also indicate that, in fact, “tens of thousands of gallons of

sulfuric acid solution [were] discharged with a pH of between 0 and 1 and later under a pH of 2.”
pollutants 1nto Stockton Harbor, a water ot the United States, from one point source without a

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit, discharges pollutants from a

second point source in viclation of an existing NPDES permit, discharges storm water in



9. GAC 1s a person within the meaning of section 502(5) of the CWA, 33 U.S.C. §
1362(5).

Count 1: NPDES Permit Effluent IL.imit, Sampling, Monitoring and
Reporting Violations

10.  The CLF realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations of
paragraphs 1 through 9 above as though fully set forth herein.

11.  Section 301(a) of the CWA, 33 U.S.C. § 1311(a), prohibits the discharge of
pollutants into navigable waters of the United States except in compliance with the terms and
conditions of an NPDES permit 1ssued pursuant to section 402 of the CWA, 33 U.S.C. § 1342.
Section 402 of the Act, 33 U.S.C. § 1342, provides that the Administrator of EPA may issue
permits under the NPDES program for the discharge of any pollutant into the navigable waters of

the U.S. upon such specific terms and conditions as the Administrator may prescribe.



Conservation Law Foundation

March 22, 2002

Jeff Pidot, Esq

Deputy Attorney General
6 State House Station
Augusta, ME 04333

Phil Garwood

Bureau of Land and Water Quality

Terry Hanson

Board of Environmental Protection

Maine Department of Environmental Protection
17 State House Station

Augusta, ME 04333

Re:  General Alum New England Corporation: Proposed Consent Agreement and
Enforcement Order
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