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Please help keep this paper alive
-- pass it on when you’re done

with it.

Also ... If you are a business owner in
possession of a stack you no longer

want, please do not dispose of them, but
be in touch with us by mail or email so

we can arrange retrieval.
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BY HILLARY LISTER

In October of 2002, award winning
Maine journalist Terrilyn Simpson pub-
lished the first issue of the "Common Sense
Independent." The first edition was a 28-
page investigative report on the Maine
Department of Human Services (DHS).
Simpson used the case of Logan Marr, a
five-year-old child taken from her mother
by the Maine DHS who died from abuse by
her foster mother, a veteran Maine DHS
caseworker, as a case to illuminate the seri-
ous department-wide problems within the
state agency. According to Simpson, future
issues of the paper (to be issued bi-month-
ly, with the hope of eventually becoming
monthly) will feature a more traditional
multi-article format, with a focus on inves-
tigative reporting, advocacy journalism,
arts coverage, in-depth profiles of "artists,
other writers, just interesting individuals",
and coverage of the media itself. On
Wednesday, June 18th, I met with Simpson
to talk with her about the DHS and her
experiences with the new paper. Here are
some excerpts of what she had to say. 

"The response [to the paper] has been
pretty overwhelming. ...I started getting
calls and emails from all over the state and
almost immediately from outside of the
state. And many from parents and family
members who finally saw the kind of in-
depth coverage that I was talking about,
called to tell me about their stories. ...I had
a national group request several thousand
issues of the paper, that group hired a lob-
byist and they've been distributed to all
members of the US Senate and the US
House of Representatives. ...The responses
have been overwhelmingly positive, in as
much as it's a gut-wrenching story. ...Pretty
much the only negative feedback I have
gotten is from a handful of individual
...social workers and caseworkers. ...One
said ‘I don't know why you journalists can't
leave this alone, this is really hard for us.’
Another one told me that her feelings had
been really hurt. Another one told me that I
should really be covering more of the posi-
tive aspects of DHS and not focusing so
much on the death of a child. So I've gotten
a number of those. But it was interesting to
me that it all came from the same popula-
tion."

Tell us what you think and win free movies and music from Maine Indymedia! Fill out the Questionnaire on pg 24!

E¢onomic$ Roundup 2003

Like it or not, we live in a nation obsessed with money. Tax time has come
and gone but the government and the corporations won’t let us forget
where their interests lie. What with housing crises, layoffs, a tight job mar-
ket, unfair tax cuts, a record deficit, and the devaluation of the dollar, it
leaves most of us feeling a bit drained, in more ways than one. What can
we do about it? In this issue we focus on some economic issues that may
strike a chord....

BY MIKE REYNOLDS

On May 8th, when the first public hearing
on the Dirigo Health plan took place, there
was electricity in the very cramped room. In
that room, the joint committee of Maine
Senators and Representatives set up to
address the Dirigo Health Plan was hearing
public testimony on the proposed legisla-
tion.

Hours of testimony - both for and against -
as well as neutral - covered all aspects of
the bill, from the potential costs to small
business, to the 4 percent tax on insurance
premiums, to small business advocating for
passage of the bill in order to provide need-
ed relief to the staggering insurance costs

seen for health care.

The Baldacci Administration touts this plan
as universal health care, but as one insur-
ance agent testified, plans usually only
require 60 to 75% enrollment from the
potential group of enrollees. So while
access may be greater to insurance, the uni-
versal health care touted by the Baldacci
Adminstration is far from reality.

The costs of the Dirigo plan are also an
issue. Most media outlets place the figure
on monthly premiums to be paid by each
insured person from as low as $300 to as
high as $700, with subsidies and employers
contributions covering up to sixty percent.
That still leaves the out-of-pocket expenses

for an individual covered at the minimal
$300 dollar level at $120 dollars a month.
Given that our state doesn’t have the high-
est paying jobs, that amount is a great
expense to many people in Maine. This
amount seems especially high considering
that, among workplaces that do offer insur-
ance, many do so at a far lower premium for
their employees.

The program will largely be funded by a
federal grant this year and some federal
funding provided from the Medicaid pro-
gram. The program is laudable, as it does
provide access to insurance for small busi-
nesses, who have seen rates for their premi-
ums go up by an average of 30 percent a
year. On the other hand, the reality is that
the MaineCare program is extremely
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Dear Editors-

The letter from Mr. Nobody hit our family’s
heart with the trustfulness of the disgusting
DHS tactics used on us. Money motivates
and drives this agency. I’m ashamed to tell
people I’m from Maine. I’ve been cast out
from being our children’s’ grandmother to
being just someone they see once a month
for 3 hours at a “visitation center.” In the
334 days they’ve been in foster care I’ve
been allowed to see them only 24 hours
total and only under observation and cam-
era at the “visitation center.” I have no
criminal record and in November graduated
from a CNA course and am registered with
the state. I have Adult and Child CRR and
1st aid training and I’ve worked with chil-
dren for the past 14 years as a nature coun-
selor at a summer camp. I teach children
how to take care of pets and domestic live-
stock and how this animal therapy brings
out the best in interaction with people as
well.

The day my grandchildren were taken I was
supposed to take them into my home and
care for them. But I was lied to and they
were whisked off - put into the sick DHS
system and then the deprogramming began
to alienate them from me and lie upon lie
heaped up to keep them from us. Now my
civil rights are being violated by DHS. The
psychologist from DHS told my son that it
would be very traumatic for the children if
I “dropped dead in front of them because of
my asthma.” DHS has now forced the turn-
ing over of all my medical records so they
can find something to use against me in the
process of getting my grandchildren back.
When the children were taken I asked about
seeing them and I was told by DHS that I
needed “Intervener Status.” The attorney I
called wanted a thousand dollars for this
“status” and three thousand to get to see
them. I’ve been waiting for three weeks to
see if I’ll be granted a court appointed attor-
ney. I’m the only one without a lawyer. I
feel I’m once again getting the run around.
I was told by the court clerk there was no
judge available to look at my financial
statement and petition. 

The children were taken out of the state “on
vacation” for three weeks against our wish-
es. Before that trip they came to the visita-
tion with head lice and diaper rash on my 3-
year-old grandson so bad that he was crying
and told his father that it hurt to sit down.
This is heartbreaking for me.

My good friend Caroyln Chute wrote a let-
ter to Governor Baldacci and to various
DHS personnel and lawyers. This was
appreciated but nobody listens when lots of
money is being made off the kids every day
at their emotional expense. What happened
to the Federal Kinship Care law?

The children are told to call the foster par-
ents mommy and daddy. This is so wrong.

We’ve been told the children are going to be
“reunified” with us, but how do you take a
child away from someone they’ve been
with and bonded with for a year calling
them mom and dad? They were traumatized
when taken away from us and now they will
suffer again when taken from the “other”
mom and dad. This is so sick and twisted.
And you are told by the DHS not to talk or
tell anyone about what’s going on, or as it
says in my letters from the DHS “it will not
bode well for you and your reunification of
your grandchildren.” 

Hail DHS! Yes Sir! No Sir! Where do I go
sir? 

Do as they say or “else.” The “else” seems
to go on forever and smells a lot like the
manure pile inback of our barn.

Disgusted and buried in DHS bull in Maine.

Dear Disgusted:

Thanks for the letter -- if you haven’t
already seen the front page, flip back to it
for some DHS-related content. This is an
issue that is huge in Maine and we will con-
tinue to have coverage of it. People are sit-
ting up and taking notice of the injustices
done by DHS in this state, the more people
“in-the-know” the better and then maybe
something can be done about it. We’ll be
continuing coverage on the DHS, write us
if you have a story to share.

-Editors, Maine Commons
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Founded in 2001 as a side proj-
ect of the Maine Independent Media
Center, The Maine Commons was
created to be a Maine media “com-
mons” where diverse ideas of
diverse people are free to meet and
congregate. We especially focus on
viewpoints and stories that have
been ignored or misrepresented by
the mainstream media, and issues
of effects of corporate and govern-
ment control of the media, in order
to increase public consciousness
and understanding of the events
and issues at hand.

Maine IMC Mission Statement

The Maine Independent Media Center (Maine IMC) is a not-for-profit collective of
independent media makers offering grassroots news coverage and media education for
the state of Maine, and enjoying yummy food. We are not the mouthpiece of any partic-
ular political party or commercial viewpoint - rather, we are the voice of all those indi-
viduals and communities who want to get involved and report the news as they experi-
ence it. Unlike the corporate media, we do not claim complete objectivity. Subjectivity
comes with any human's observation of an event. We believe in open dialogue, and plac-
ing the means of communication back in the hands of people and away from the drive
of profit.

The Maine Independent Media Center works to demystify media through media litera-
cy education and by fostering the skills and providing equipment necessary for people
to be the media. We seek to become a recognized and utilized media source in the state.
Maine IMC provides an interactive website at http://www.maineindymedia.org, and an
interactive Maine events calendar at http://calendar.maineindymedia.org, through which
up-to-the-minute information can be posted and made available throughout the world.
Acknowledging that a large amount of people in Maine and the world, do not have
access to the Internet, in addition to working to make this technology more accessible
and available to all interested, we focus on providing and educating people in other
mediums of media, including print, in the form of the regular publication The Maine
Commons, public access television, and community and low power radio.

The Maine Commons Editorial Policy (short version):
The Maine Commons will accept submissions of articles, photography, letters to the edi-
tor, opinion pieces, poetry, and graphics from any person via mail or email. Slides and
undeveloped film cannot be accepted. Scanned graphics must be at a resolution of 180
dpi or higher, and should be clear in both color and grayscale. Articles should be no
longer than 1400 words and must be submitted as computer files or crisply printed or
typed high-contrast text. The editors reserve the right to correct errors and edit down
pieces that are too long. Submission does not guarantee publication. Current issues and
those relevant to Maine will be given priority; ongoing projects may be held until the next
publication if space is an issue. Email to editor@maineindymedia.org or send hardcopy,
floppy disks or CDs to Maine Independent Media Center, PO Box 1444, Waterville, ME
04903. Thanks!

The Maine Commons

Printed by CWA-ITU Local 643

Maine Commons
Submissions Deadline

Aug 1st, 
2003

for the Aug-Sept Issue
To let us know to expect an arti-
cle or to ask for an extension:
editor@maineindymedia.org

Letters to the Editors

Our sincere apologies to
Mike Reynolds, whose pho-
tograph of Ani Difranco
was printed in Issue 12
without credit. Generally
all photographs, even
those accompanying arti-
cles written by the pho-
tographer, are credited.
We’ll do better next
time, Mike! Thanks for
letting us know.

Errata
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What is the Maine Independent
Media Center?
The Maine Independent Media Center
formed in Spring of 2001, in order to
help provide coverage, and a network
between the US and Canada, at the
Jackman, Maine border center that was
active durning the Quebec City Free
Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA)
protests.  Maine IMC is a part of  of a
network of Indymedia Centers around
the world.  The first Independent Media
Center was established by various
independent and alternative media
organizations and activists in 1999 for
the purpose of providing grassroots
coverage of the World Trade
Organization (WTO) protests in Seattle.
There are currently about eighty
Independent Media Centers around the
world. Each IMC is an autonomous
group that has its own mission state-
ment, manages its own finances and
makes its own decisions through its
own processes. The Maine
Independent Media Center formed
around similar goals, and aims to cover
issues relating to social and environ-
mental justice and corporate control in
Maine and beyond, not just at protests.
It is a loosely-knit organization of peo-

ple scattered around the state, with one
common goal: to release the media
from the hands of corporate and gov-
ernment elite and put it back in the
hands of the people.

How long has the Maine Commons
been printing?
The Maine Commons started in August
of 2001 in order to get our first 8-page
paper out by Common Ground Fair. At
that point, after much deliberation on
the name, we called it "The Maine Free
Press". We adopted the name "The
Maine Commons" for the next issue
when it became apparent that there
were other papers with a similar names. 

How often does the paper come out? 
We have settled, for the moment, on a
“six-weekly” paper, until funding solidi-
fies and people become involved
enough that we can consider going
monthly. 

How do you pay for it?
We pay for the paper through a combi-
nation of: inserts from non-commercial
groups, advertisements from locally-
owned businesses and non-profits, indi-
vidual donations, a grant from the

Maine Commons
Frequently Asked Questions

?

?

Haymarket Foundation, and subscrip-
tions. Future publications will hopefully
be funded by more advertisements
from  locally owned commercial busi-
nesses  and non-profit groups (see ad
form page 23) and inserts from non-
profit groups (see page 23 for more
information.)

Where is it printed?
The Maine Commons is printed at the
Kennebec Journal printing offices in
Augusta. We are not, however, affiliated
with the Kennebec Journal.

Where is it distributed?
The Maine Commons is distributed in
every county of the state of Maine. We
distribute hundreds of locations, includ-
ing libraries, coffee shops, schools,
convenience stores, community cen-
ters, laundromats, and other business-
es and organizations that wish to carry
the paper. If you would like to see the
paper somewhere in your area, or
would like to help with distribution (all
distribution is done by volunteers),
please contact us.

How many copies are there of each
issue?
We currently have a circulation of
10,000 issues. If funding becomes
available, we may increase this
amount.

Where is it based?
While the Maine Commons is printed in
Augusta, and laid out and has a mailing
address in Waterville, people involved
with putting the paper together live
around the state. We try to cover
events, distribute, and get people
involved with making the paper, in all
areas of the state of Maine.

What's this paper made of?
The paper this is printed on is 28#
newsprint. Newsprint contains a very
small percentage (generally around
10%) of recycled material. Paper with a
higher recycled content, while ideal,
would cost significantly more. If we get
sufficient funding in the future, we will
upgrade to a paper with a higher recy-
cled paper content. The ink is 100% soy
based ink, therefore this paper is suit-
able for mulching.

How can I contact the paper?
You can write us at:
Maine Commons
c/o Maine Independent Media Center
PO Box 1444
Waterville, ME 04903

You can email us at:
editor@maineindymedia.org

Why don't you have a phone num-
ber?
Due to the fact that Maine Indymedia
has no central office, we have no phone
line, and have been using one of the
members’ personal phone lines for
Maine Indymedia calls. We are working
on setting up an office in Prospect,
Maine (and in the future in areas
throughout the state, as well as a trav-
eling media center), and the Prospect
office will likely have a phone line. We
are researching the option of a voice

mail box, so that people may get in
touch with Maine Indymedia by phone.

How can I get involved?
The Maine Commons is produced by
the print team of the Maine
Independent Media Center. To get
involved with the print team, or other
Maine Indymedia teams, use the volun-
teer form on pg.23.

How can I subscribe?
We have a graduated subscription rate
which allows people from any econom-
ic background to get this paper mailed
to them. See back page for subscription
form.

How can I advertise?
Ads are available for any locally-owned
business or local non-profit organiza-
tion. See page 23 for advertising form.

Are you officially affilated with any
group?
The Maine Commons is the print publi-
cation of the Maine Independent Media
Center. The mission statement of the
Maine IMC is printed on page 2. We
have no political party affiliation, we are
not right wing, left wing, or centrist. We
welcome all views and encourage open
discussion and debate, and work to
give voice to those views and stories
that are not adequately or fairly covered
in much of the mainstream and corpo-
rate media. We work (and exchange
resources and media) with other inde-
pendent media organizations, such as
Portland Public Access Television,
WERU Community Radio, and Global
Indymedia and other local Indymedia
Centers (see www.indymedia.org).
Many Maine Indy-media participants
are members of other groups, and
Maine IMC often collaborates with other
groups on specific projects, but we do
not have any formal allegiance to any
other group.

I was at this (event/protest/riot) in
the area and Maine Indymedia wasn’t
there! What gives?
The misconception many people have
of Indymedia is that we are an elite
band of professional reporters similar to
any corporate media news crew. This is
not the case. Maine Indymedia partici-
pants are all unpaid volunteers, who are
all learning and educating each other to
be the media. Indymedia is an avenue
by which independent reporters (read:
anyone who reports a story) are able to
get their news out to the public, through
this newspaper, our website, and con-
nections with community radio stations
and public access TV channels. So our
question is: if you were at this
(event/protest/riot), why didn’t you write
an article on it? You become the
reporter. You become the media. With
your participation, Maine IMC as a
group will work to help you learn how to
effectively become the media. Your par-
ticipation will help us build a network of
resources  interested people across the
region. Need resources or training to
help be the media? Contact us and help
us organize trainings and gather media
making equipment. Be The Media.

Letters from the Editors
A fond farewell to the Maine Commons is
in order -- This is the last issue which I will
be directly involved in creating. Thanks to
everyone who has commented favorably on
the job we’ve been doing thus far, and to
everyone who has helped, either with work
or money or donations of equipment.

The Maine Commons has a long, hard road
ahead of it, but I have confidence that ded-
icated people have been and will be found.
The look of the paper may change, even as
soon as next issue, but I am confident that it
will continue to come out, and keep up the
standard of content it has always had.

I have done as much as I could to train
numerous people in the nuances of Quark
Xpress, Photoshop and the other programs
we use to put this paper together. The real
teacher, however, is experience. As our new
layout team gains experience, they will nec-
essarily gain competence and flexibility,
probably even surpassing mine. I look for-
ward to seeing the paper, in whatever form
it takes, in a year or so (and of course
between now and then).

By no means, however, should you assume
that everything is fully taken care of. This
paper and the organization it is a part of
subsist on the time and sacrifice of volun-
teers who believe in what we are doing. Just
because the paper does continue to come
out after I leave does not mean it does not
struggle to do so. If you have time and skill
and motivation, please get in touch! We still
need people to do layout, proofing, and dis-
tribution, not to mention soliciting advertis-

ers so that the paper can eventually support
itself. Of course, we’ll never say no to an
out-and-out donation of money (unless it’s
from some corporate sleaze trying to bend
us to their will)... the donation form is on
the back page.

The worst mistake I have seen people make
when dealing with the Maine Commons
and Maine Indymedia is treating us like a
service that somehow continues to serve
Maine with no outside input. This is not the
way it works, and even less so without the
insane amount of time I put in. The Maine
Commons and Maine Indymedia are not
simply media outlets with paid reporters
who come and cover your events if you call
us. Maine Indymedia is YOU. Maine
Indymedia is a venue for YOU to get your
coverage of events published, whether
online or in print. It will not survive without
your input and participation. We need you
as much as you need us. So next time you
want Maine Indymedia to come to your
event, look around -- we’re all around you
because we ARE you. You just need to real-
ize it. When you BECOME the media, you
no longer need to worry whether your event
will be covered because anyone who is
there with a camera or a tape recorder or a
notepad can write an article or submit pho-
tos or post audio to the website.

Once again, Thanks for everything and
don’t forget to BE THE MEDIA!

-Alasdair Post-Quinn, (Ex) Layout Editor,
Maine Commons.
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opinions / editorials

BY KATE BRENNAN

When I was a student living off-campus in Lewiston,
you could rent a two-bedroom apartment downtown for
$350/month. Rent was relatively cheap because the land-
lords could just ignore the building and run it into the
ground while making their money back and then some
when the day was done. It was a joke to think of getting
repairs when your toilet was busted or your upstairs neigh-
bor’s shower was watering your carpet. And students had it
better than most. These days finding a one-bedroom apart-
ment for less than $550-$600/month is unheard of. The
landlord comes one week to make repairs after 10 years of
neglect and then tells you to pay $100 more a month or get
evicted. By law they have to give you 30 days eviction
notice but I know people who have been given 24 hours
notice and have seen no other way but to move out.
Landlords in Lewiston now have incentive to clean up their
properties. This is not a sign of kind heartedness, but a sign
that there are things happening in Lewiston that make it
worth their while to invest in their buildings. Maybe some-
day they’ll make more money if they put a little more in
right now. Like so many cities before, Lewiston is investing
in the market instead of its people.

In the last couple years the city has taken on several
“affordable” housing initiatives to “foster home ownership
opportunities for low-income people.” That affordable
housing is still mostly unoccupied because it turns out that
you have to make quite a bit of money to qualify or even
dream of paying the rent. While building these generic
“townhouses” the city has also been tearing buildings down

left and right. Even though they said the demolitions were
for residents’ safety and not to push people out, it is clear
that many of those demolitions were a deliberate part of a
larger plan to “redevelop” downtown Lewiston.

Jim Bennett, the city administrator, says he won’t let an
economic development opportunity go by. He’s here to
“fix” Lewiston the free market way. In a recent memo,
Bennett shared that Lewiston has done its fair share in pro-
viding affordable housing. Even as rents and the homeless
population rapidly increase, he emphasizes that there is no
housing crisis in his city  “that we have more than enough
affordable housing.” I’ve been to quite a few city council
meetings and they talk a lot about new development plans,
new “affordable” housing initiatives (condos), new jobs,
new, new, new and clean and sparkling. These plans are
painted with words like “revitalization,” “renewal,” and
“removing urban blight.” I don’t know what “blight” means
but it sure sounds nasty. If I hadn’t heard these words in
other nasty contexts, I’d think city hall was looking out for
its people.

One word that has been absent from the discussion is
one that fits a little better than, say, “a downtown facelift.”
Sometimes I want to spell it out for the Lewiston City
Council: G-E-N-T-R-I-F-I-C-A-T-I-O-N. American
Heritage Dictionary says it’s “the restoration and upgrading
of deteriorated urban property by middle-class or affluent
people, often resulting in displacement of lower-income
people.” So it would seem that the developers and the
bankers, with the help of the city officials, are making plans
to push anyone who can’t pay out. So downtown residents

are once again pushed to the margins, the outskirts, the
fringe, where the professionals, the business people, and
city hall won’t have to see them. 

Those of us who are thinking about gentrification lately
wonder when the first Starbucks will move in, followed by
specialty shops and boutiques. How long will it take for
Lisbon St. to look like Exchange St. in Portland? We
shouldn’t forget that gentrification isn’t just a word, it is a
deliberate set of actions. It’s not inevitable, it is carefully
planned and implemented. It denies people their right to
have a voice in what happens to their community. What is
happening in Lewiston is thwarting democracy, one garden,
one tenement, one displaced family at a time.

In a recent issue of the Sun Journal dated May 30th, the
headlines read “City Attacks Urban Blight.” The $20 mil-
lion plan includes new office buildings for Oxford
Networks, a telephone and internet company, and Northeast
Bank, as well as new sidewalks, buried utilities, and OH
JOY- another parking garage. The project is called the
“Lisbon St. Gateway Project,” an attempt to “clean-up”
lower Lisbon St. so that developers and visitors catch a
glimpse of a “signature view.” Too bad they forgot to get
the signature and input from the people who are most
affected.

In later issues of the Maine Commons, I will try to
expand on the gentrification of Lewiston, the housing situ-
ation, the fight to save Knox St. garden, ideas about urban
community land trusts and more. If people in other commu-
nities have similiar stories or suggestions for how to
respond, please get in touch with Kate Brennan (946-4478)
or Dot Treadwell (784-2380).

BY BEXA

On August 9th, Bath Iron Works will be
“christening” yet another AEGIS Destroyer,
the USS Momsen. While I dearly support
shipyard workers, I don’t think BIW needs
to depend on military contracts (making
killing machines, essentially) to survive.

Take a deep breath…August 9th is also
the anniversary of the day the United States
dropped a nuclear bomb on Nagasaki, melt-
ing human skin off, vaporizing humans,
destroying 17,000 homes, murdering
73,884 people, severely injuring 74,909,
and killing many more people in following
years from radioactive poisoning. Many
malformed babies were born in the area,
and many people were completely steril-
ized. (August 6th is the anniversary of the
dropping of the nuclear bomb sickeningly
nick-named 'Little Boy’ on Hiroshima,
destroying all buildings within 1.5 miles,
and all in all, killing more than 200,000
people.) A demonstration for peace is being
called for by Veterans for Peace on the day
of the launching outside of BIW.

I’ve primarily been the sort of activist
who concentrates on sexism, racism, homo-
phobia, classism, youth liberation, corpo-
rate slime and the like, but recently the
tremendous amount of money the US mili-
tary gets from our taxes (about 52% of the

federal budget when you include past and
present military operations), and the United
States nuclear arsenal has caught my terri-
fied attention.    

Let me share with you a few horrifying
facts that make our future look anything but
hopeful. In the current federal budget, we
will be paying the second highest amount in
our history for nuclear weapons research
and development. This amount ($6.4 bil-
lion) is second only to the peak year of
Reagan’s military buildup. Though George
W. and Russian President Vladimir Putin
signed The Treaty of Moscow in May 2002
making it look like they intended to limit
the number of deployed strategic nuclear
weapons of each country, it was likely just
for show. According to the Center for
Defense Information, it is probable that
both countries will simply transfer their
active warheads to “inactive reserve,” and
in reality will have the same amount as they
do now.

The United States already has over
10,500 nuclear warheads, an arsenal equiv-
alent to 130,000 Hiroshima-sized bombs.
According to Peace Action, “This is fire-
power enough to destroy the Earth and all
life on it many times over.” World-
renowned anti-nuclear activist Dr. Helen
Caldicott says that the new US nuclear

strategy includes plans to make “mini-
nukes,” which are just as destructive as big-
ger nuclear bombs, yet invite the potential
to be used as though they are a “convention-
al” weapon. Also, for the first time ever, the
US military has permission to attack non-
nuclear nations with US nuclear bombs, and
pressured NATO to agree to this as well.

Perhaps you feel threatened by other
countries. Maybe you believe that the US
military strategy regarding nuclear weapons
which asserts that only the US and its cur-
rent allies should be allowed to have
Weapons of Mass Destruction (and lots of
them), is justifiable and not unbelievably
hypocritical. Some people forget that the
United States of America is the only coun-
try to have ever used a nuclear weapon on
another country. I don’t know how to
change minds, but I can tell you what the
current mayor of Hiroshima, Tadatoshi
Akiba said this May. He stressed that the
present US nuclear strategy will convince
other countries to stockpile more and more
of their own, and concludes that our only
hope is for a complete worldwide ban on
nuclear weapons brought forth by citizen
demand, including international pressure on
the United States.    

He said, “The difference in the US
approach to Iraq versus North Korea only
strengthens the conviction of some nations
that the only hope for independence lies in
possession of nuclear weapons. We stand

today on the brink of hyper proliferation
and perhaps of repeating the third actual use
of nuclear weapons. As the mayor of
Hiroshima, I can assure you that the path
we are walking on leads to unspeakable vio-
lence and misery for us all…And as the
mayor of Hiroshima, I am well aware that
we must do more than talk about this dan-
ger…Therefore, it is incumbent upon the
vast majority of the international communi-
ty to stand up now and tell all of our mili-
tary leaders that we refuse to be threatened
or protected by nuclear weapons. We refuse
to live in a world of continually recycled
fear and hatred. We refuse to cooperate in
our own annihilation…You will soon be
hearing about a new campaign to abolish
nuclear weapons...Please help join us. Let
us work together for the sake of our chil-
dren and grandchildren. Let us ban nuclear
weapons in 2005.”

All of this is terrifying enough to con-
vince me to prioritize my activism, and say,
hey, if “my” government can blow up the
Earth, maybe I need to concentrate on stop-
ping nuclear proliferation rather than on the
other things that happen on Earth (though
everything is interconnected). We are living
in an unbearably fragile time, when the very
soil under our feet could be vaporized at
any moment.

For a full list of sources, visit:
www.mainecommons.org/overflow.

Lewiston’s New Image: Gentrification

Nuclear Arsenal Big Enough To Blow Up The Earth
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Don’t Peek! Answers to the Acrostic on page 20 below:

A. Recant; B. Abolition; C. Left of; D. Penny Ante; E. Hand me my; F. Wheat germ; 
G. Economic; H. Many moons ago; I. Ethnic humorist; J. Reference; K. Showoff; 
L. Open sesame; M. Note; N. Ecclesiasticus; O. Neocon; P. Gay rights law; Q. Lady of; 
R. Ill wind that; S. Shaker Heights; T. Handel and Haydn; U. Tachometer; V. Ranged;
W.Agriculture; X. Ickes Harold; Y. Tacoma; Z. Sans

Ability Maine Speaks

BY NORM MELDRUM

Technology seems to be more pervasive
than at any time in history.  We have com-
puters, cell phones, dishwashers that talk,
global positioning in our cars, all sorts of
high tech add-ons to our lives.  Some peo-
ple hate technology, some love it, a few feel
ambivalent. It’s brought us good things,
such as cars that start in the winter, bad
things like “smart bombs,” and things like
CD players, that, again, many people are
ambivalent about.  More than anything,
however, it’s brought us change.

For people with disabilities, that change has
been fundamental and swift.  It has brought
us electric wheelchairs, talking PDA’s, all
kinds of necessary and life-changing stuff.
Technology has made it possible for people
with disabilities to come out of the closet
and be seen on the street.  It’s made it pos-
sible for people to demand accommoda-
tions, because the accommodations now
exist.  And it has brought us the PC.

The PC has had even more impact on many
of us than on the general populace.  In my
own situation, internet searches gave me
new information about a medical condition
to present to my physician.  That informa-
tion led to a very different course of treat-
ment, and, for the first time in over 20
years, improvement in my chronic condi-
tion.  It also allows us to become consumers
in the real sense.  No longer forced to buy
medical supplies from whatever supplier
exists in a small town, the person with a dis-
ability is able to become a consumer in the
real sense of the word.  For many medical
supply companies this is the first time that
they have been faced with real competition.
More than these things, the PC has made it
possible for people to communicate.

Communication among people with dis-
abilities can be a very challenging task.

The classic example is a deaf person sign-
ing to a blind person - a bit futile.  It is also
difficult for people with disabilities to trav-
el, making face-to-face meetings difficult.
For many people, internet access has
allowed them to create support systems.  An
example that comes to mind is a legally
blind friend of mine. He provides support
and friendship for as many as 40 mental
health consumers who email him regularly.
There’s no government funding involved,
no grant money, just one caring individual
who quietly makes peoples lives better.

Group communication is also a new oppor-
tunity for many people with disabilities.
The paper newsletter is a relatively expen-
sive way for small groups of people to share
information with each other.  However the
email list allows small groups, or individu-
als, to share information at no cost.
Suddenly a few people who share a rare
condition can communicate on a group
level regardless of where they live.
Another tool of group communication is the
website.  The ability to create a good acces-
sible website requires a much higher level
of learning than email, but many people
with disabilities take the time to gain the
skills.  Websites are useful in a variety of
ways.  Many websites provide information
about groups, medical conditions, and
activism.  Increasingly, websites are being
used to inform people about activist events
and legislative bills that affect people with
disabilities.

As importantly as all of the above, the PC
allows people to communicate without their
diagnosis shouting in the foreground.
Everyone can communicate with everyone
on equal footing.  A Post Civil War slogan
went, “Abe Lincoln may have freed all
men, but Sam Colt made them equal.”  The
ADA may have given us a legal basis for
equality, but the PC is the place where it is
a reality.

A Place To Be Equal

ANNOUNCEMENT: MAINE TENANTS UNION FORMING
BY ED DEMOCRACY

Members of the Portland Tenants Union (www.portlandtenants.org ) and the Lewiston
Tenants Union (www.housingnow.net/lewiston ) are joining together to start a statewide
Maine Tenants Union ( www.housingbow.net/mainetenants ).  "Maine's housing crisis
affects not only renters in the largest cities, but also people in small towns and rural
areas," said Heather Curtis, President, Portland Tenants Union.  She said, "It is often all
too easy for landlords in cities to trample tenants' rights, but in rural areas, tenants are
even more isolated and vulnerable.  However much some property owners or manage-
ment companies might imply otherwise, Maine tenants do have rights and we need to
know and assert our rights under the law.  Conscientious landlords are our allies, and we
are theirs."  

One key focus of the Maine Tenants Union, as well as Lewiston's and Portland's, is their
Tenant Documentation Project.  At the 2nd annual meeting of the Portland Tenants Union
(October 2002), Maine's Attorney General Steve Rowe, Assistant Attorney General for
Consumer Affairs, Jim McKenna, and Directing Attorney for Pine Tree Legal Assistance,
Frank D'Allessandro, all frequently emphasized the vital importance of, "documentation,
documentation, documentation."  

Subsequently, the Portland Tenants Union developed a Tenant Documentation Form,
which they are distributing to all renters in Portland.  The form is an easy way for peo-
ple to document key events, dates, times, and names as they identify and resolve conflicts
with landlords or property management companies.  The tenant can then make copies to
send to anyone who can help them resolve their complaint.  This could include the local
tenants union, building superintendent, landlord, property management company, code
enforcement officer, housing office, housing authority, attorney general, or one's person-
al attorney if the matter cannot be resolved.

According to the National Low-Income Housing Coalition (NLIHC), Maine's Housing
Wage is $16.35.  In order to afford this monthly rent [$850 for 2BR] in this state [Maine],
you need to make at least $16.35 per hour, or $34,000.00 per year. This calculation
assumes you will spend no more than 30% of your income on rent (the generally accept-
ed standard of affordability). If you earn minimum wage in this state ($5.15), then you
will have to work 127 hours per week to have an income high enough to afford this rent. 

Maine is 50th in the nation in apartment production and has the 7th oldest housing stock.
We need to increase the housing supply by over 10,000 units.  This situation is disastrous
for housing safety and affordability.  Maine Tenants Union is a united voice organizing
and advocating for the highest standards of affordable rental housing and working to bal-
ance the power between tenants and landlords.

2003 Monday Night Meetings at the NEARING HOMESTEAD, 7pm 
THE GOOD LIFE CENTER • 372 Harborside Road • Harborside ME  04642

JUNE 30- Nicols Fox, author of “Against the Machine: The Hidden Luddite Tradition in
Literature, Art, and Individual Lives.” Rage Against the Machine

JULY 7-  Alan Carson, president GrowSmart Maine. 
Sprawl: Is it the Way we Want Maine to Be?

JULY 14-Joel Glatz, founder and vice president of Frontier Energy. 
Biofuel: The Renewable Alternative Fuel

JULY 21-Travis Klami & Rebecca Hein, current GLC stewards and prison volunteers 
The Prison System: A Threat To Humanity

JULY 28-Alida Farrel, organizer/activist, health care professional, traveler and permaculturist
Introduction to Permaculture 

AUG 4-   Bob Hinckley, author, former corporate lawyer. Licensed to Kill, Inc: How
Corporations Endanger the Environment, Human Rights, and
Community Welfare- and How They Must Change 

AUG 11- Colin Woodard, journalist, writer.Ocean’s End: What We’ve Done to the Seas
AUG 18- Dana Sawyer, associate professor of religion, Maine College of Art

Huxley’s Remedies for a Brave New World
AUG 25- Peter Brown, professor, School of Environment, McGill University, Toronto

Stewardship Economics: How to Fit the Economy into the Biosphere
SEPT 1-  Bill Coperthwaite, The Yurt Foundation. A Handmade Life Simplicity
SEPT 8-  Sister Lucy Poulin, HOME co-op. 

In Memory of Chuck Matthei: Activism, Trust and Friendship
SEPT 15-Cheryl Long, editor-in-chief, Mother Earth News.

Amazing Facts on Soil Biology: For a Better, Easier, Healthier Garden  

HANDS ON WORKSHOPS Space is limited.  Please call ahead to pre-register.  

JULY 5-  Humanure on the Homestead: Building, Using and Maintaining a Low
Cost Sawdust Toilet. Andrew Donaldson, 12 pm-5 pm.  Materials fee:  $12.

JULY 12-Making and Using a Shave Horse Bill Coperthwaite, 9 am-3pm,  $15.
AUG 2- Foundations of a Healing Garden. Siri Beringer, 9 am-12 pm.
PUBLIC TOURS- JULY AND AUGUST: Open 6 days a week, 1-5 p.m.  Closed Weds. 
SEPT - JUNE: Open 5 days/week, 1-5 p.m.  Closed Tues & Wed.

For more information: (207) 326-8211 www.goodlife.org

Advertisement ... Advertisement ... Advertisement ... Advertisement ... Advertisement ... Advertisement ... Advertisement ... Advertisement
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BY BRIDGETTE BARTLETT

This spring, a group of Thai Farmers on a
tour of the U.S. gave a presentation at the
JED Center in Greene, Maine. Like many
farmers worldwide, Jasmine rice farmers in
Thailand are struggling to survive. Their
livelihoods are further endangered by the
patenting laws pushed by the World Trade
Organization (WTO). By slightly altering
the genetic code of a strand of rice, biotech
companies are able to patent that form of
life by reasoning that it’s a new invention
made by them. The patent gives the patent
holder exclusive rights to own and sell that
invention for a specific period of time. By
calling the patented rice "Jasmati" - a name
similar to Thailand’s famous Jasmine rice -
the American-based multinational corpora-
tion Ricetec/Riceselect profits from the
association with the quality of the natural
strand of rice, while simultaneously push-
ing the original Jasmine rice farmers out of
business. 

The visiting Thai farmers talked about
their Jasmine Rice Campaign, which is
aimed at addressing this problem. Through
this example, the farmers also alluded to
larger issues and complexities. Like many
issues, simply not buying the phony rice is
only addressing one small part of the prob-
lem. Talking with the Thai farmers served
as a further reminder that policies based in
the U.S. are so effectively screwing people
over worldwide (including people in the
U.S.), and how important it is to make
grassroots connections in order to change
these trends. 

During their tour the Thai Farmers
were most surprised to learn that there are
people and groups in the U.S. who are con-
cerned about things such as genetic engi-
neering. This was similar to the reaction I
encountered during our delegation trip to
Brazil, when people I met were astonished
to hear that in the U.S. not everyone is rich,
not everyone supports Bush’s policies, and
people are fighting for many of the same
causes. The mainstream media is very lim-
ited in scope; certain ideas get to travel the
globe, others are unheard of. In this context,
the importance of independent media has
become all the more apparent, as well as the
importance of exchanges and opportunities
for people worldwide to share their stories. 

"I have a joke for you," one of the Thai
farmers said. He then explained how trade
agreements allow farm products to travel to
the US, but when the group wanted to trav-
el to the US for this tour, they were denied
visas. They were finally able to travel but
only after reapplying and paying the $100
application fee again. Funny how clearly
this juxtaposed what and who is allowed to
easily travel the globe and what and who is
not.

A young organizer who grew up in a
farming family and wants to be a farmer
also spoke. She talked about some of the
ideas and pressures that are pushing into all
corners of the world. One was the familiar
idea that farmers are dumb and uneducated-
a way of life to escape out of, not something
you want to aspire to. In a similar vein of

ideas that make people ashamed of where
they come from or who they are, she told of
commercials in her country - where very
few people naturally have blue eyes - for
colored contact lenses that proclaim “Blue
eyes are beautiful.” Yes, blue eyes may be
beautiful, but so are brown eyes and green
eyes and yellow eyes, too. 

Small farmers everywhere are strug-
gling. Each of these farmers has tidbits of
knowledge, folklore, experiences and lived
experiments for growing in their areas.
International farming movements can help
bring together those struggles and experi-
ences, not for the purpose of having one
unified idea, but rather having many possi-
bilities that can be shared. Ideas that every-
one can use, not patented for one person’s
or one corporation's profit. 

The MST (The Landless Rural
Workers Movement. See Maine Commons
Issue 12 “From Maine to Brazil” for more
on the MST) in Brazil is organized in a way
that demonstrates the success of balancing
large scale organizing with local autonomy.
In this way the MST is able to connect and
share resources and help support over 2000
settlements across Brazil, totaling roughly
350,000 families. But each settlement
decides for itself how to be set up and struc-
tured, and even this structure is completely
reexamined amongst each settlement every
three years. Like good farming, it’s a slow,
constant process of experimenting. It’s a
process that is able to discover multiple
methods that work rather than trying to
force everyone into one monocultural
model. The Thai farmers sharing their sto-
ries seems like one method that could work
in the larger experiment and struggle to
keep local farms everywhere.

*For more info on the Jasmine Rice
Campaign- contact ENGAGE (Educational
Network for Global and Grassroots
Exchange) P.O Box 336, Surry, ME. 04684
www.engage-humanity.org

*For more info on the MST-check out
www.mstbrazil.org 

*For more info on farmers in Maine and the
US- talk to your local farmers & visit your
local farmers market!

Bridgette has apprenticed with and visited
several farms in Maine and now works as
part of a collective farm in Greene. She
recently visited Brazil as part of the Maine
Global Solidarity Delegation and met with
farmers and organizers there as well. 

Building Connections: A group of Thai 
Farmers visit Maine

REPRINTED WITH PERMISSION FROM THE
MOOSEHEAD MESSENGER, MAY 14, 2003

TV Turn-Off Week was held at
Nickerson Elementary School in
Greenville the week of April 28 to May
2, 2003. Over 165 students, parents
and teachers participated.

By TREVOR RICHARDS
I am happy I did not watch TV. I played
Who with my brother. I liked all of the
prizes I won.

By SPENCER LEE
I like making a TV and crossing it out. I
liked the parachute man that I won
as a prize. I also played with
my slime.

By ANGEL 
DERBOGHOSIAN
I like to ride my bike
instead of watching
TV. I like to play
outside instead of
watching TV. I like
TV Turn Off Week.

By LINDSAY FENN
I played Uno with my dad
instead of watching TV. I
helped my mom. I played croquet.

By MOLLY FOLEY
I didn't watch TV. I rode my bike every-
day. I won a lot of prizes.

By SAM MURRAY
I wanted to watch TV but didn't. I rode
my bike instead. I rode my scooter too.

By BAILEY MARTIN
I liked when it was TV Turn Off Week. I
played in my room. I liked it a lot.

By SCOTT OWENS
I like TV Turn Off Week. I rode my bike.
My mom didn't watch TV. I played out-
side instead of watching TV.

By RICHIE STONE
I like to ride my bike instead of watching
TV. I like to ride my three wheeler
instead of watching TV.

By TESSA BUSHEY
I like TV Turn Off Week because I could
ride my bike. I played outside instead of
watching TV. My parents didn't watch
TV.

By TYNAN CALLAHAN
I love TV Turn Off Week. I love playing
Legos with my brother. I was playing
Uno with my brother and my mom and
dad instead of watching TV.

By CHARLES WARMAN
I liked TV Turn Off Week. I played with
my toys instead of watching TV. My
mom and dad didn't watch TV either.

By DANIEL SAVERY
I liked TV Turn Off Week. I went to the
bon fire. I went in the fire truck. I was

too busy to miss TV

By COURTNEY MANN
I liked TV Turn Off Week. Jordan, "Did
you like TV Turn Off Week?" "No, I did-
n't" said Jordan. "I wanted to watch TV."
I played on my scooter.

By CARA RUETZ
I liked TV Turn Off Week. I planted sun-
flower seed. I played outside in my ice
cream store.

By NICHOLAS BELL
I liked TV Turn Off Week. My mom and
I flew kites. We had fun. We forgot

about TV.

By SAWYER MURRAY
I liked TV Turn Off Week. I
played fire men. I got into
the fire truck. I sprayed
out the fire. It was more
fun than watching TV.

By DANNY BRADY
I liked TV Turn Off

Week. This is my house.
I ride my bike in front of it.

My dad is painting.

By ERICK TRUJILLO
I liked TV Turn Off Week. I searched

for bugs. I found a bee and two spiders.
Searching for bugs is more fun than TV

By KYRA LOVE St. PIERRE
I liked TV Turn Off Week. I rode my two
wheeler. It was more fun than watching
TV.

By MASON LEE
I liked TV Turn Off Week. I worked on
the old house. Working with my dad is
more fun than watching TV

By ERIN WELSH
I liked TV Turn Off Week. I rode my
bike. I forgot about TV.

By TIANNA BREAU
I liked TV Turn Off Week. I rode my bike
and Cara rode her bike at my mom's
shack. My mom is watching us, not TV.

Kindergarteners in Greenville
enjoyed TV Turn Off Week
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“I think we see the beginning of the end of
our democracy.” - Frank Blethen, publish-
er of The Seattle Times, which owns Blethen
Maine Papers, before the Senate Commerce
Committee, commenting on the new FCC
Media Deregulation Plans.

“A fully functioning democracy depends
on media sources with diverse voices and
opinions as well as content relevant to
local communities. Over the years, courts
have reaffirmed the belief of Congress that
independent ownership of media outlets
results in more diverse media voices,
greater competition among owners, and
the production of more local content.” –
Letter to the FCC from Maine Senators
Snowe, Collins, and Colorade Senator
Allard

Earlier this month, the Federal
Communications Committee (FCC) voted
3-2, down party lines, to slacken regulation
laws governing media cross-ownership.
The new rules will allow companies to own
television and newspapers in the same
cities, and allow ownership of more televi-
sion stations that can reach a larger audi-
ence - 45 percent of the population, up from
the former 35 percent. Local Maine politi-
cians have been fighting this recent deregu-
lation in Washington. Representative Mike
Michaud is working with other members of
Congress on the MEDIA Act. This Act, if
passed, would overturn much of the new
FCC deregulation by requiring the FCC to
comply with the Communications Act of
1934, which favors “diversity of media
voices, vigorous economic competition,
technological advancement, and promotion

of the public interest…” Additionally,
Senator Snowe is co-sponsoring legislation
addressing issues of cross-ownership, and
gave support to the Senate Commerce
Committee when they voted on June 17th to
overturn the new FCC deregulation rules. In
a recent Portland Press Herald article
Snowe raised the example that under the
new rules, Gannett Co., which already owns
TV stations WCSH in Portland and WLBZ
in Bangor as part of the 22 TV stations and
100 newspapers it owns in the country,
could now buy the still independent Bangor
Daily News, and thus reduce the independ-
ent media ownership in the Maine.  As these
fights take place in Washington, and large
media companies to become even larger,
many citizens are beginning to take a closer
look at just who these multi-billion dollar
corporations are. In little town in Vermont,
workers at a local newspaper are already
experiencing the direct effects of media
consolidation.
----------------------------------------------------

BY TONY PECINOVSKY

In Brattleboro, Vermont, a town of 6,000,
where the ski resorts and the power plant
are the largest employers, one of the most
significant union struggles in the post-FCC-
deregulations period is unfolding. 

The local daily newspaper, the Brattleboro
Reformer, with a circulation of 11,500,
owned by the Dean Singleton MediaNews
Group, the seventh largest newspaper com-
pany in the U.S and the Paper, Allied-
Industrial, Chemical and Energy Workers
International union (PACE) have collided
head-on over wages, dignity and respect
and quality journalism.

And the first casualty in this struggle for
union recognition is Eesha Williams, who
was recently fired from the Reformer.
Williams, the author of "Grassroots

Journalism: A Practical Manual for Doing
the Kind of News Writing That Doesn't Just
Get People Angry, But Active  That
Doesn't Just Inform, But Inspires," started
working for the Reformer about a year ago,
and was fired four days after making public
his support of the union.

The Reformer claims Williams was in
"breach of journalistic ethics," and that his
firing has nothing to do with his union
activity.  To PACE and its supporters the
Reformers claims are highly suspect, espe-
cially since there have never been any com-
plaints issued against Williams prior to the
organizing campaign.  Williams has also
had more front-page articles than any other
reporter for the Reformer. Which lead him
to ask, "Why run my articles in the front-
page if I'm in breach of journalistic ethics?"
According to Williams the campaign started
last fall, but had been brewing since 1995
when the Singleton Group acquired the
paper. According to other employees,
Williams said, "wages went down immedi-
ately. Some workers, who have been here
for twenty years, are making less now than
they were in 1995."

The average yearly salary for the forty-one
Reformer employees eligible to join PACE
is $20,000, about half of what union news-
paper employees make. "The union is wide-
ly supported among the staff," said
Williams. Adding, "In any other industrial
country in the world we would already have
our union." 

Dean Singleton, the notoriously anti-union
Colorado billionaire who owns 48 daily and
121 weekly newspapers in the U.S., is also
head of the Newspaper Association of
America, which represents the interests of
newspaper owners.  The MediaNews Group
was also one of the principal lobbyists for
the recent gutting of FCC cross-ownership

rules.
While at the Russian-American Media
Entrepreneurship Dialogue, held in the
Kremlin in 2002, Singleton expressed his
view on the role of media in a democracy.
With his "good friend" George W. Bush and
Russian President Vladimir Putin present,
Singleton said, "Media cannot be independ-
ent without economic viability. And that
viability must come without government
participation…"

On the other hand though, Singleton sees no
problem seeking the participation of
Nashville based union-busting law firm
King and Ballow, who has sent "representa-
tives" to Brattleboro to intimidate, confuse
and coerce union members.

According to Williams, "This is exactly the
kind of stuff you read about…they tell the
employees that union leaders have criminal
records, that the union will force them to go
on strike, that the union can't guarantee
wages or benefits…just like in Confessions
of a Union Buster." 

This struggle is being watched very closely
by other newspaper workers nationally.
Singleton is attempting to make an example
of Williams and the other Reformer
employees. Their success or defeat will
have long lasting repercussion through out
the newspaper industry.

While the outcome of this campaign is not
yet known, one thing is certain. The same
billion dollar media companies that have
lobbied the FCC to still our media and make
it less democratic are also the same billion
dollar media companies that have denied
workers their constitutional right to organ-
ize into a union.

To learn more, visit:
www.vtlivablewage.org/vwc/reformer.html 
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BY JOSHUA CAINE ANCHORS

On May 31, 2003, the Bangor Daily News published “High
Stakes: The Promises and Pitfalls of Indian Casino
Gambling,” the first in a six-part series claiming to “exam-
ine” the two casino gambling referendums scheduled for
Maine’s November balloti. I expected BDN reporters Jeff
Tuttle and Dawn Gagnon to provide readers with probing
insights into both sides of the casino argument in an even-
handed, objective analysis. As series progressed, however,
I discovered that the BDN seemed considerably more inter-
ested in highlighting the promises of casino gambling
rather than the pitfalls. The pro-casino slant of the articles
was so apparent, in fact, that it seemed quite obvious that
the BDN was trying to persuade their readership to vote in
support of the future referendums. 

Noam Chomsky and Edward S. Herman, in their book
Manufacturing Consentii, write that use of such journalistic
bias to sway an audience on important issues is a subtle, yet
remarkably common, technique. They write that such a sys-
tem of propaganda is difficult to see at work in an America
society, “where the media are private and formal censorship
is absent,” and that what we often see in reading papers like
the Bangor Daily News or even the New York Times, is a
nonexistent or extremely limited analysis rather than an
openly biased article that suggested to a reader that a cer-
tain view (the view of the paper, or the interest groups that
control the paper) is the correct view. If an issue is out of
sight, many reporters and editors assume, then it will be out
of the public mind. Conveniently, and nearly always in the

favor of those with money or power, certain information is
filtered out of stories and the opposing view(s) is marginal-
ized or systematically dismissed. 

The Bangor Daily News did a terrific job marginaliz-
ing a particular view in their recent series. According to my
count, in the entire six articles twenty-four different people
were represented supporting casino development with only
six people representing the opposition. This is a staggering-
ly uneven statistic for a series that claims to be “examining”
an important statewide issue. 

Furthermore, the reader is allowed to get a much more
intimate and cohesive picture of the pro-casino representa-
tion. We are led into the “spacious” Las Vegas office of Jay
Barrett, the treasurer of Marnell Corrao Associates who has
“already given more than $400,000 in in-kind contributions
to Think About It,” the pro-casino committee in Maine. We
get to have a lengthy conversation with Mary Lou Coady,
the director of racing communications at Prairie Meadows
racino in Iowa, who is thankful that the presence of a raci-
no in the once-small community has lured Wal-Mart, strip
malls, and fast-food places into town. We get to take a bus
trip to Foxwoods casino resort with gambler enthusiast Pat
Roberts who wants the “opportunity to enjoy one of her
favorite activities closer to home.” 

Perhaps even more disturbingly, the reader is led into
the lives of a number of Penobscot or Passamaquoddy
Indians who favor casino development while no mention is
made of Indians who may oppose casinos. We are allowed
to have a number of conversations with Penobscot Chief
Barry Dana who suggests that the tribes’ future in casinos
began long ago with a “once-popular Indian game of
chance involving intricately carved bone dice and a flat,

wooden dish.” Part one of the series features a photograph
of Oneida Indian Clint Hill “marveling” at his “soon-to-be
finished three-bedroom home,” made possible by revenues
from the nearby casino resort that attracted more than 4 mil-
lion visitors in 2002. The reader is made to feel that casinos
only help in the alleviation of Indian poverty, but the
reporters never move beyond the superficial speculations of
money and jobs. Certainly they don’t tap into the easily
attainable statistics that were reported by Portland Phoenix
(4/4/02) from a Globe special report in May 2001 which
“found that just two percent of US Native Americans earn
50 percent of the $10 billion Indian gaming grosses. Sixty-
seven percent — including many from the great but impov-
erished Indian nations of the West — get nothing at all.”

The omission of oppositional research and the repeti-
tion of pro-casino speculation is perhaps the most system-
atic propaganda utilized throughout the series. In the first
article, reporter Jeff Tuttle writes that “the tribes could
stand to split $50 million a year from the operation, accord-
ing to supporters’ projections, which foresee another $100
million for the state.” These pro-casino revenue specula-
tions are quoted six more times throughout the series, and
in every article except the sixth which deals exclusively
with the Bangor Raceway. In several cases, these pro-casi-
no speculations are optimistically enhanced by the reporters
who add that the state could gain “in excess of” or “more
than” $100 million per year. A counter-argument to these
speculations is conveniently absent. 

Some crucial questions about the adverse impact of
casinos on communities and state infrastructure are also
absent. While a considerable amount of space is used to
covertly glorify gambling and introduce the reader to peo-

‘Manufacturing Consent’ at
the Bangor Daily News

Media Consolidation
Comes To New England 

BDN: CONTINUED ON PG. 22
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Prison Issues from Maine and Beyond

INTRO BY BREANNA NORRIS --- SPEECH BY SYLVIA
MCCOLLUM ---TRANSCRIBED BY JOSH LAMBERT

The following is a speech given by Sylvia G. McCollum
of Washington D.C., on May 14th at the Annual Maine
Adult Correctional Education Conference in Waterville.
Sylvia is the Inmate Placement Administrator for the
Federal Bureau of Prisons. From 1975-1995 she was the
education administrator. In this talk, Sylvia discusses the
fact that twenty-two states are using mandatory education
in prisons, but Maine is not one of them. Though I do not
personally agree with everything Sylvia said I definitely
agree with her that it is a time for a change. People being
locked away for years and offered nothing as far as educa-
tion (and many other things) is doing nothing to change the
situations that landed them in prison. Even if you do not
care one bit about prison issues and could care less what
happens prisoners, one day they could be your neighbors.
Have we been led to believe that punishment is the only
way? I hear comments made about how we should not
waste money on prisoners. My answer is that we already
are. We're already spending millions to lock up a constant-
ly growing prison population. One of the reasons that pop-
ulation keeps growing is because a majority of the people
released from prison return within a few years. According
to the Bureau of Justice Statistics, 67.5% of all prisoners
released in 1994 were rearrested within 3 years. The rate
was even higher for those arrested for those in prison for
property crimes, who had a re-arrest rate of between 68
and 73 percent. The majority of people who end up
imprison do not have a strong educational background or
job history, and the facts that they don't have the education
and needed income often are a good part of the reason they
end up in prison. If people never gain education that can
help them get a good job and income while they are in
prison, they will likely return to the streets with the skills
they do know, which quickly land them back in prison
again, at cost to taxpayers. If people in prison can gain
education and job skills during their years locked up, they
have a significantly higher chance of finding ways to sup-
port themselves (and possibly others) once released. There
are many ways that mandatory education could exist, such
as having classes in prison taught by prison teachers, or
instead, by being part of a school district and separate from
the prison entirely. So what do you think? What if manda-
tory education came to Maine? Send your comments and
ideas to Prison Issues, c/o the Maine Commons.

Sylvia McCollum:

"Mandatory Education [in prisons has been] met with all
kinds of comments such as: 'The inmates will never tolerate
being forced to go to school;' 'We'll have sit down strikes;'
'We'll have hunger strikes;' We'll have this, we'll have that.
Another comment was, 'We'll need more teachers, we'll
need more classroom space, we'll need more money." And
you know money is the big thing in Washington. ...So we
agreed, after much strife, to pilot the idea. And we talked to
the northeast region to pilot it, and we assured them that if
they needed more classroom space, if they needed more
teachers, needed more money, if they could document that
the need was there, it would be forthcoming. Because we
knew, those of us who traveled around the system, that
classrooms were empty. That everybody was working in
prison industries, or had an appointment with their lawyer,
or had a medical. Any excuse [administrators] had to keep
a person away from the school was a valid one in their
minds. … Norm and I traveled around and he had taken me
to task as education administrator for these empty class-
rooms. Teachers were getting good money in the federal
system. We knew that if the classrooms would be filled up
one teacher would be adequate for the twenty or thirty peo-
ple that showed up, because we had individualized instruc-
tion. We had no classroom where everybody was taking 5th
grade math or 6th grade language art, because no two peo-
ple in any prison are at the same academic achievement
level, unless they've got their GED already or a college

degree. So we knew that we didn't need more classrooms,
teachers, space, or money. And after about a month or two
the northeast region said 'It's working, no inmate has
objected, we haven't had any strife, the teachers are fully
engaged, at last, and it looks good. Maine has got to come
on board here. You're a leading state, and to be so far behind
on this key issue is very uncharacteristic of Maine. [The
GED level] is now the standard for literacy in the federal
prison system.

"We had built in some incentives, which in the good
old American way. If you can tie it to the dollar, you're a
winner. We introduced the idea that you could not get pro-
moted in federal prison industries, above the entry-level
fifth labor grade (which I think paid 19 cents an hour),
unless you had a GED. The top rate is a dollar ten and hour,
so there was a real economic incentive there. ...At the time
we started this program, the average sentence served in the
federal system was 48 months, two and a half years. Do you
know what it is today? Ten years. To turn somebody out of
prison after ten years illiterate is immoral. That's the only
word for it. Immoral. What's the average sentence served in
Maine? Anybody? <silence> You're working in a prison
system and you don't know what your recidivism rate is!
Give me a break folks! Well I would guess if it is like many
other states, the state's averages are much lower because
you don't have the federal mandatory sentencing require-
ments. Our sentences are much longer. You probably are
averaging 4 or 5 years. To turn somebody out of prison after
4 or 5 years whose illiterate? How can you do that? How
can you do that in good conscience? You don't have to wait
for the legislature. The director of the corrections depart-
ment could do as we did as we did in the bureau. Establish

it by federal or state regulation, administrative regulation.
When we first started out, shortly after we did it in the fed-
eral system, eight states within 4 or 5 years established
mandatory literacy requirements. How many states do you
think have it now? Twenty-two. Maine is conspicuously not
among the 22 states. [Studies on the states] go into great
detail on the pros and the cons. Did the inmates riot? Did
they have legal challenges? And the answer is no in all but
one case, (I think Michigan, challenged it legally). There
was no Hullabaloo. My personal experience with it is that I
went around the federal prisons, and at the time we had
maybe 30 prisons. How many do you think we have today?
Federal Prisons. Would you believe a hundred? It's like a
nation wide chain. I think at lunch I said we're the Wal-Mart
of the prison world.

"I went to a graduation ceremony in one of the prisons
out in California, because I was invited to hand out the cer-
tificates. At the time the standard was the eighth grade, and
we were giving out pieces of paper of achievement. And I
was standing up there so proud, shaking everybody's hand
that came up and some of the inmates thanked me and then
one man whose name was called out, a large fellow. Instead
of coming forward, he started walking to the back of the
room. And I thought, 'Oh lord, we've got a walk out on our
hands, you know? What's going to happen now?' He went
to his teacher, ...took her by the hand and brought her up to
the front. He took the certificate away from me and handed
it to her, so she could give it to him. And she later told me
that she practically had to tackle this guy to get him into the
class. [Later] he shared with me, very interestingly the fact
that the mandatory requirement had liberated him. That he
could not got to school willingly or voluntarily cause he
was macho man on the compound. And for him to take a
dive for education was inconsistent with everything that he
stood for. ...You had punishments if you did not show up for
class. And so he, on the compound said he had to go [or
face punishments]. So in many ways, mandatory literacy is
a liberating quality for those inmates in the gangs and so

forth who refuse to go to school voluntarily. And by tying it
to the economic incentive, and by tying it to other incen-
tives of privilege, and tying it to good time was an incredi-
ble assistance in the whole program.

"We have waivers for special ed persons. ...You don't
have to be a rocket scientist to know that there is a special
ed problem, and we don't have the resources to really ana-
lyze and access special Ed cases, because there are no two
[learning disabilities] alike. When people say, 'He had
dyslexia,' that's like saying, you know, 'He's from Maine.'
Because there are a million different kinds of Maine people.
...I went to a class and ...they thought for a long time [that
one of the students couldn't read], and they were going to
give her a waiver. And then one day they saw her sitting in
the back of the classroom with a book.  She was reading
upside down! I don't even believe that to this day. That this
person could only read upside down. Isn't that incredible?
How could anybody access that? And that's a form, I sup-
pose, of special Ed need. So we waivered after a reasonable
amount of time, ...it's cruel not to have a waiver if you don't
have any assessment tools to analyze the problem.

"Five years ago, when I was here we had a couple of
people in attendance, not from the state legislature, but peo-
ple who worked with the state legislature, and I thought
'Boy, we we're making points today.' [It seemed like] some-
thing was going to happen. Well, it didn't happen, because
many people think they can't afford to do it. And you can
afford to do it.

"So if you're talking to your state representatives,
inmate tutors are available. 50 percent of the inmates in
Maine have a high school diploma, or a GED. You've got 50
percent of your inmates, who can tutor the 50 percent that
don't. I think it was Jim Howard who said, 'We don't like to
put inmates in a position where they have power or control.'
You're teaching somebody fractions. You don't have any
power or control except the power of knowledge. And if
you're worried about the one on one, have a team teacher.
Have one person teach him fractions another person teach-
es him long division. You know, if you're not smart enough
to figure out how to do this using inmate tutors and volun-
teers, you're underestimating your managerial ability. When
I talked to some of the folks in my own prison system, they
say, 'Oh Sylvia, I have so much on my plate. I just can't do
anymore.' You know what I tell them? Get a bigger plate! If
you're in this business, don't kid me. I walk through the
prisons and they're sitting around drinking coffee and talk-
ing about this and that. The unit manager is supervising an
inmate washing the floor. I don't think that's a full time job.
He or she could be doing more than that. ... I think it's
pathetic if all we did was require a GED.  In our system ten
years, your system, maybe 4 or 5 years. We could make
brain surgeons out of everybody and in 4 or 5 years you
could get a PhD possibly, or at least a masters degree. So
we decided that a GED was just not enough, and so we have
very, very vigorous occupational programs. You name it,
we're doing it. Computer assisted drafting, all kinds of
high-tech things and some of it is done at this post-second-
ary level a two-year occupational degree. We're not allowed
to do a liberal arts thing because when we lost the Pell
grants, K. Bailey Hutchinson, who was a representative in
Congress from the state of Texas at the time, made that her
political mantra, and she was elected a Senator later on to
reward her for taking away the college programs from pris-
oners. A very sad event. So we went in the direction of
occupational training. If you're going to get the mandatory
education in Maine you've got to be smarter than you were
yesterday."

Woman in audience- "This morning Sylvia was talking
to Jim Howard from the Maine correctional Center and I
think she pretty much sold him on the idea, so I'm hoping
that the Maine Correctional Center will at least be a pilot
program for the state program. "

This is part one of Sylvia's speech. Part two will dis-
cuss job fairs and job training in prisons. It was transcribed
with permission of Sylvia. This speech was edited down
from about 8,000 words. If you want to read the speech in
full, or want more info on mandatory education contact
Breanna via the Maine Commons.

Prison Mandatory Education
Coming To Maine?

Federal Prisons. ...It's like
a nationwide chain.

...we're the Wal-Mart of
the prison world.
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This article is the beginning of the sec-
ond focus of the “Who Owns Maine” series
that the Maine Commons started in October
2002 with a focus on Plum Creek. This new
focus is the first in a series of articles exam-
ining the impact that MBNA has had
throughout Maine (MBNA has call centers
and offices in Belfast, Camden,
Farmington, Fort Kent, and Orono.) If you
would like to write, be interviewed, or send
photos or artwork about your experiences
with MBNA for future issues, please contact
the Maine Commons.

BY BEXA

I'd never heard of MBNA until they
moved to my hometown of Camden in
1993. Before MBNA's arrival, Camden was
already fancifying itself for the tourist
industry, Camden students were called "the
Camden snobs" by students in neighboring
towns, and there were certainly wealthy res-
idents. But when MBNA arrived with their
their corporate aesthetics, high security cul-
ture, and Big Money, Camden changed. In
my view, MBNA’s arrival changed the
entire culture of Camden, paved the way for
additional rich folks to buy houses for
insane prices, and as a result shaped the
community into a much more conservative
Republican area. The amount of money
which MBNA has poured into Camden in
the form of grants and employment has kept
many of us publicly silent about the egre-
gious way they make their money, and the
major impact they have had on the village.

MBNA bought entire blocks of down-
town, painted the buildings monolithic tan
and green, and conducted business in a way
we'd never seen before. They would destroy
a building in the blink of an eye to replace
it with a parking lot. It became common to
see suits and ties, and high heels stumbling
through winter slush. (MBNA's dress code
is ridiculous, in my opinion: enforcing the
posturing of business professionalism in a
small casual town, for a job where most of
the work is done on the phone). The compa-
ny introduced the outdoor security camera
to this town of 5,000 residents where no one
locked their cars or houses. Black glass
globes house video cameras on all their
properties. Security dudes ride around in
glistening white unmarked SUV’s
patrolling the properties. Rumor has it that
there are cameras in the SUV’s which can
get close-ups of the precise details of your
wedding ring. Every employee takes a pre-
hire piss test (though I doubt the hand-
picked higher-ups peed in a cup to get their
jobs). All new hires are fingerprinted, and
the company reviews their legal history
from the FBI and other sources.

Of course, there are perceived benefits,
too. When the company arrived, their start-
ing wage for low-level jobs was $7/hour or
so plus benefits, better than the average
starting wages at the jobs that friends and I
could consider being hired at. It's true that

MBNA has given a lot of scholarship
money to Maine college students, and it's
true that they pour money into a variety of
organizations and institutions in Maine. Is
MBNA simply being generous? Is it possi-
ble the charity might be for tax breaks? Is
MBNA giving so much because we might
not tolerate their overbearing presence oth-
erwise? 

Much of the money they "give" comes
with strings attached. Because MBNA

seems to focus on aesthetics (their corporate
kind), many of the grants serve the purpose
of a "clean look," rather than a functional
purpose. MBNA's general way to give
donations is to offer a grant for a very spe-
cific thing. For instance, they offered
Lincolnville a space to use as a school on
MBNA property, and offered to buy green
streetlights and granite-edged sidewalks for
downtown Camden. A more helpful, and
less controlling way to donate would be to
donate money to a town which could decide
what they want to use it for (which I might
have some objections to, also!). I see their
money as shut-up money. And even if the
money was given with the most benevolent
of intentions, we shouldn't forget that the
money is made off of the interest of our
friends' hardships.

WHY MAINE?

Why did MBNA come to Maine? Some
speculate it was for the relatively inexpen-
sive labor, the “whiteness” of the state,
and/or because the Maine legislature voted
to deregulate the credit card industry in
1994. In a March 2003 VillageSoup.com
article by Jay Davis entitled “Easing the
way for MBNA: A look back at a landmark
Maine law,” he writes, "Less than a decade
ago, Maine was a national leader in protect-
ing consumers against debt. Interest on
unpaid balances was capped at 1.5 percent
per month, late fees were prohibited, and
the charge for a new credit card couldn't top
$12. As a result, Maine was ranked 48th
among states in terms of friendliness toward
credit card companies. In 1994, Maine

joined the go-go crowd and deregulated the
credit card industry." As a direct result of
this deregulation, MBNA expanded its
offices in Maine to go from employing 100
workers to more than 5,000. MBNA asserts
the company moved to Maine because
MBNA President and CEO Charles Cawley
summered in Camden as a kid. I think all of
these interests factored in to their decision
to open offices in Maine. 

MONEY

MBNA currently owns 21 properties in
Camden, at a net value of just under $26
million (a little over 4% of Camden's total
property valuation). Charles Cawley and his
wife Julie own 6 Camden properties total-
ing $7,491,000 (together that's almost 6%
of Camden's "worth"). According to
money.com, in 2002, Cawley was the third
highest paid CEO of the S&P500 compa-
nies, receiving a "compensation" package
of $65.9 million.

In only the first three months of 2003,
MBNA managed loans worth
$106,123,849,000. In the first quarter of
2003, MBNA's net income was $432.5 mil-
lion (from MBNA First Quarter 2003
Business Presentation, mbna.com).
According to Fortune magazine, MBNA
makes $10.4 billion in annual revenue.
(And MBNA is currently saying it will have
to cut back on their annual company picnic
costs because of money difficulties, even
though the company's net income goes up
every year!) These profits are made from
other people's hard work, from what would
otherwise be in a bank account. With inter-
est rates as high as 25%, the credit card
industry is essentially legal robbery. 

DEBT

Credit card debt is a HUGE problem in
the United States (if you didn't already
know). According to the Federal Reserve in

June, Americans have over $700 billion in
credit card debt. Eric Gillin writes in
Consumer Debt Looks Set to Keep Soaring,
"If Americans were to stop credit-card
spending completely [right now], it would
take decades to wipe out the $700 billion in
credit-card debt currently owed. Assuming
an annual percentage rate of 20% and a
minimum payment of 2%, it would take 601
monthly payments--or 50 years--for
America to pay off that much debt, racking
up more than $3 trillion in interest in the
process." College students charge their
tuition payments on credit cards because of
cuts in education funding, and outrageous
tuition costs. MBNA's official website,
mbna.com, even depicts a photo of a gradu-
ate, and suggests that students should use
their card to pay tuition, using a specific
card with annual percentage rates which can
be anywhere between 8.99%-24.99%, and
with a line of credit up to $25,000.
Wealthier folks can use their credit cards
and pay the total each month, but most peo-
ple end up paying a high interest rate. Not
only do credit cards make money off our
debt, but any place that takes credit cards as
payment must pay a transaction fee on each
charge, paying between 1.75- 2.8% (or so)
of the purchase, plus a flat fee of 10-35
cents (or so) per charge.

RUMORS

Rumors abound about MBNA, many
true, many sorta true, and some false.
Seems like everyone has a funny MBNA
story to tell, which I guess is our way to
express incredulity at this inconceivably
wealthy corporation that has invaded our
town (our state!), conducting business in a
manner which often seems wasteful,
absurd, and underhanded. There's the rumor
about how MBNA planted hundreds of
tulips or daffodils too early and they all
keeled over and died. Or the one about
Cawley illegally cutting too many trees on
his property for a better ocean view…Or
how Cawley takes certain people on as
"pets" and showers them with money…Or
Cawley bringing a slab of uncooked meat to
a local restaurant to be cooked there.
There's a zillion more stories, I'm sure.

It is difficult to separate the rumors
from the realities, because MBNA is a tight-
lipped corporation with spokespeople hired
to smile and speak in corporate slogans.
There are very few off-hand comments by
anyone associated with MBNA; they keep a
tight handle on what information gets out
about the company. In many hours of
research, I found numerous news articles in
which MBNA spokespeople or executives
declined to be interviewed. In the process of
writing this article, another Maine
Commons reporter attempted to interview
Carolyn Marsh, MBNA's Maine spokesper-
son. Rather than do a phone interview,
Marsh requested the questions be sent by
email. The questions were sent to her
(including basic queries such as: “What
does the acronym MBNA stand for?”;

Money Buys Nearly Anything: Camden And Beyond
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CAMDEN SKATE PARK

Skate park built by MBNA, painted with MBNA’s white and turquoise, with no graffiti
evident. There is no teen activity apparent in this sunny daytime shot.

photo credit: Bexa
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Maine Lost History Project

Reprinted with permission from Issue 1 of
Solidarity News

BY CHARLIE SCOUNTRAS

“Mechanicks,” the general term used to
describe all those who worked with their
hands, i.e., skilled artisans and laborers,
formed an important component of the
workforce on the eve of the American
Revolution. Their benevolent and protec-
tive societies generally supported the call
for revolution. 

The Sons of Liberty, which organized
protests and resistance against the British,
was made up largely of workers from the
docks, shipyards, and ropewalks. The
Daughters of Liberty and the numerous
committees of correspondence also
revealed a working class make-up. The
“Loyal Nine” that led to the famed Boston
Massacre (1770) and the Boston Tea Party
(1773), included in its numbers two dis-
tillers, two braziers, a painter, a jeweler, a
printer, and a ship captain. The Boston
Massacre has been traced to a labor dispute
between colonial workers and British
troops. A Boston employer who had fired a
ropeworker sought to employ one of the
off-duty “Red Coats” instead of a colonial
worker. British soldiers were permitted to
accept private employment when they were
not on duty. Protests led to violence and
British troops killed five workers (two sea-
men, a ropewalk worker, an artisan and a
joiner’s apprentice). 

The selection of Carpenter’s Hall in
Philadelphia meetings for the First conti-
nental Congress in 1774 hints at the links
between “mechanicks” and the Revolution.
In Boston, the shipyard workers of the
Revolution held their meetings in Caulkers
Hall, from which is derived the word “cau-
cus” for a political gathering. Many of these
“mechanicks” who formed an important
component of the workforce of the revolu-
tion did not own property and hence were
denied full political rights, a factor which
fused the home rule with that of who should
rule at home.

While the Declaration of Independence
is generally associated with the pen and
philosophical words of Thomas Jefferson, it
is worth noting that seven of the signers of
the historic document were “mechanicks.”
The “mechaniks” not only shared in the
excitement associated with new beginnings
symbolized by the historic document, but
also employed the “spirit” of revolutionary
heritage in their struggles to protect and
enhance their interests. One can glean the
identification of “mechanicks” with the his-
toric document and the revolution they
helped to make when they participated in
parades celebrating July 4th.

First Major Demonstration

The first major labor demonstration in
the nation occurred in Philadelphia, the
nation’s largest city, on July 4, 1788, short-
ly after the ratification of the United States’
Constitution. It was part of a “grand civic
and military procession” and “patriotic pag-
eant.” An eye witness account reported that
each trade carried an emblematic flag, and
many of the tradesmen could be seen
engaged at their work as the procession
passed by viewers. The parade featured a
Federal edifice drawn by ten white horses.
It was followed by 500 architects and house
carpenters; pilots of the port with their boat;
boat builders, sail makers, ship joiners, rope
makers, cordwainers, coach painters, cabi-
net makers and chair makers, brick makers;
house, ship, and sign painters; porters,
clock makers, watch makers, weavers,
bricklayers, tailors, instrument makers,
turners, spinning-wheel makers, carvers
and gilders, coopers, plane makers; whip
and cane makers. They in turn were fol-
lowed by the blacksmiths, whitesmiths,
mailers and coach makers. Following in
line were the potters, hatters, wheelwrights,
tinplate workers, skin men, breeches mak-
ers and glovers, printers, bookbinders and
stationers, saddlers, stonecutters; bread and
biscuit makers; gunsmiths, coppersmiths,
goldsmiths, silver curriers, upholsterers,
sugar refiners, brewers, peruke makers and
barber surgeons, engravers, plasterers,
brush makers and stay makers. 

The “grand labor demonstration’’ not
only provided a good profile of the various
craftsmen that labored in urban areas of the
nation and their celebration of the new
republican society, but revealed also that
the craftsmen celebrated themselves as the
productive force of society whose rights
and dignity equaled was equaled to that of
anyone.

Workers who participated in this his-
toric parade perceived themselves to be the
“producers” of society whose rights and
dignity were equal to those of anyone. The
banners they carried announced their value,
e. g., the blacksmiths beat swords into sick-
les and plowshares and their motto declared
“By Hammer and Hand All Arts Do Stand.”
Bricklayers boldly and proudly declared
that “Both Buildings and Rulers Are the
Work of Our Hands.”

To be Continued in Issue 14 of the Maine
Commons. Part 2 really does focus on
Maine - this is just the introduction. 

Charlie Scountras is one of the foremost
labor historians for the state of Maine.

In order to receive a copy of the new inde-
pendent publication Solidarity News, call
989-4141 or email 
bangorclc@workingfamilies.com

Selected Historical Links Between The Declaration
of Independence and Maine Workers       part 1 of 3

High Wage Robbery

BY PETER CROCKETT
“The mill workers got what they deserved.” 
“Why should we be helping them out?”
“They are overpaid and should be saving money.”
These are exact or similar quotes that I have heard regarding layoffs any-

time union employees are the ones getting the boot.  Seems that the good peo-
ple of the state of Maine have gotten used to the fact that in order to work you
CANNOT meet your basic needs.  If you do and you aren't management then
you must be overpaid. 

Let us look at the following example of expenses, single, no car payment,
no child support, private well and septic, no cable TV:

Per Month:
1) Mortgage: $570.00 (including town
taxes and home owners insurance in
the payment)
2) Fuel oil: $105.00
3) Electricity: $30.00
4) Telephone: $40.00
5) Car Insurance: $58.00

Monthly: $803.00 
Per week: $185.45 (monthly total

divided by 4.33 weeks)
Add to this: 6) Food and Gas:

$80.00 per week

As you have undoubtedly noticed there is no money what so ever for enter-
tainment or purchasing anything except for food and fuel.  Shall we be gener-
ous and give another $40 per week for these non-essentials for this individual?
Sure, why not.

< POOF>  $12.04 per hour. That is a whopping $25,043.20 a year
It is easy to start getting carried away here and think about all the add

ons.  But I think we can stop at this point.  This individual would have very
little money if a different vehicle would need to be purchased.  Even a $100 per
month used car would cause major hardship on this individual.  Fortunately,
this person is putting money into a retirement fund and has a very low health
insurance buy in.  Certainly no real savings are being squirreled away for a
repair to the car or home (or, gasp, money for a vacation).  I would hope that
most people looking at the expenses above would come to the conclusion that
this person is not living high on the hog.  

Some might say that this person really needs to sell the house and live in
an apartment.  Others might say stop donating money to charity and do you
really need insurance. Very few would say that on this income a family could
be raised (even in an apartment).  So here we are.  How many Mainers make
$12.04 per hour and work full time?  The fact is what many folks already
know.  At $12.00 per hour, living is tough.  

There are thousands of Maine citizens that make less than $12 per hour
and scrape by.  Let us remember, this individual is ONLY working ONE job
and ONLY working FORTY hours a week.  

High wage robbery is a chronic problem in this state and this country, but
it is not the workers or mid-level management, nor the union workers.  The
high wage robbers are the CEOs and executives that are making hundreds of
thousands of dollars (and more) a year.  When do we say that a maximum
wage is necessary?  If you say that is not how it works, then when do we say
we need a living wage because the minimum wage isn't a way to live?  

Back to the point: a mill worker making $18 an hour with a family is not
living the life of leisure. Clearly in the expense category above, we could easi-
ly account for another $6.00 per hour.

So the next time you think that a worker is overpaid, think about how
much $12 an hour buys, and how much security that affords a person and their
family. And please don't tell me that mill workers are overpaid. 

PLEASE NOTE: THE EXPENSES LISTED ABOVE ARE MY APPROXIMATE EXPENSES
FOR EACH MONTH. THE PER HOUR INCOME IS PARTLY MINE AND THE REST IS USED
JUST TO ILLUSTRATE COVERING THE BASICS. 

Basic living per week: 
$265.45 

1) Needed to BRING HOME per
hour: $6.64
2) Insurance employee share per
hour: $0.82 (no dental and no eye
coverage)
3) Taxes per hour (state and federal):
$2.78
4) Employee retirement contribution
per hour: $0.58
5) Employee donation to charity per
hour: $0.22
What are we at per hour?  $11.04

Reprinted with permission from Issue 1 of Solidarity News



“How much money has MBNA given to
charities and scholarships in Maine?”; and
“How many people does MBNA employ in
Maine?”) The questions have so far been
met with silence, and repeated calls to
Marsh’s office have consistently been
screened and sent to her voice mail, and
never been returned. As she is the official
MBNA Maine spokesperson, we hope that
eventually she will answer the questions as
she agreed to. Otherwise it would seem that
MBNA truly is not responsive to the public.

Though 'they' call themselves 'The
Bank,' many people refer to the company as
'Money Buys Nearly Anything,' but always
in private. The community jokes and mur-
murings about MBNA mostly stay confined
to private arenas; rarely is there an anti-
MBNA sentiment in any local newspaper
letter, although I've heard that MBNA
moved to Belfast partly because Camden
residents protested MBNA's plans for a
huge Camden complex.

This winter I sent a letter to The
Camden Herald which criticized MBNA's
powerful influence on the town. The editor
(an ex-MBNA employee) censored out each
mention of MBNA. I don't think I am exag-
gerating the level of infestation of MBNA
in our community. I imagine that the story
of MBNA in Camden is similar to what has
happened in many other towns. In accepting
their money, we become, to some extent,
MBNA puppets who are afraid to question
their motives and business practices. 

POWER

…And they've definitely taken over--
from the money they poured into the new
high school, the Public Library, the fire sta-
tion, and the Teen Center, to the plaque on
the high school auditorium, which will for-
ever say 'From the people of MBNA.' And
because they can give so much money with-
out feeling it in their pocketbook, they are

mistakenly seen as more generous than
someone who gives $40 to a local non-prof-
it. MBNA demands recognition for most of
their donations. They even get recognition
when it isn't their due. I anonymously
donated a book to the Camden Public
Library, and later saw it on the shelf with a
sticker stating it was a 'Gift of Charles
Cawley.' 

The present Camden Teen Center was
built and paid for by MBNA, and the town
leases it for $1 a month. In 2000, a long-
time Teen Center Board member quit when
MBNA demanded certain requirements for
the Center, such as having an MBNA
employee on the board, an MBNA color
scheme, and no presentations about sexual-
ity or drugs. In a November 2000 Bangor
Daily News article, then-MBNA spokesper-
son David Spartin said, "MBNA has no
desire to dictate anything to the teen center
board. I just think it's a misunderstanding."

POLITICS

In case you wonder about MBNA's
political beliefs, here's some information.
The Center for Responsive Politics, a non-
partisan election fund watchdog group,
reports that MBNA was the single largest
donor to the Bush presidential candidacy
for 2000. They raised $240,000, and
Charles Cawley held a $1,000 per plate din-
ner fundraiser for him. Only three employ-
ees donated to Gore, at a total of $1,500.
MBNA money usually goes about 80-95%
to Republicans.

In the late 90's, banks, credit card
industries, and others groups formed a lob-
bying group with the intention of overhaul-
ing the bankruptcy system, in order to bar
people who file for bankruptcy from being
free of credit card and other debt. Reporter
Philip Shenon writes in a March 13, 2001
New York Times article, "Under the legisla-
tion, they would have to file under Chapter
13, which would require repayment, even if
that meant balancing overdue credit card
bills with alimony and child-support pay-

ments." The lobbying group was involved
in writing the bill, and MBNA and other
financial institutions donated millions more
than in other years to political campaigns in
their eagerness to get the bill passed The
bill was passed in 2001, and many predict-
ed the passage of the bill would mean $75
million in additional profits per year for
MBNA. 

PRIVATIZING LOCAL CONTROL

In February this year, the Camden
Select Board considered a proposal of a res-
olution to pursue diplomatic efforts in Iraq,
rather than war. Though many Camden res-
idents attended the Board meeting to
express support for the resolution, Charles
Cawley made a rare public appearance to
ask the Board members not to support the
peace resolution, saying, "I would be
offended beyond description if the town
opted to represent me in a matter like this."
My mom was there, too, and I am so proud
of what she said. She spoke in favor of
peace, and said she would like to see the
slogan 'Think of yourself as a customer'
(which is written in gold letters all over the
interior of MBNA buildings), read instead,
"Think of yourself as an Iraqi." In the end,
the Select Board chose not to vote on the
peace resolution, which at one point had
seemed likely to pass.

More recently, when the Camden
Select Board voted that the displaying of
yellow ribbons on public lampposts was a
political statement, and needed to be taken
down, MBNA in response painted a big yel-
low ribbon on the smokestack of the old
mill. I wonder why, if company leadership
supports the soldiers so much, they painted
it as a reactionary action rather than proac-
tively painting it when the war began. (I
don't necessarily agree with the Board's
decision; rather, I believe we need more
public spaces open to public expression.)

While MBNA may not be a particular-
ly standout case of a slimy corporation,
(because most of 'em are pretty slimy), I
think it's very dangerous when a company is
so much richer than the town it resides in
that it can do more for the town than the
town can do for itself. Ultimately that com-
pany can impose its ethical and political
beliefs, as well as its corporate aesthetics on
the town, altering the towns' structural and
internal make-up. MBNA, and many large
companies conduct business and maintain
power in a way that is static, imperialistic,
hierarchical, and authoritarian, whereas (in
an ideal society) public power is ever-
changing, diverse, participatory, and
empowering. The changes that have hap-
pened in Camden as a result of ten years of
MBNA here is the "natural" outgrowth of a
society in which private companies are
allowed more power than individuals, and
more money than well-meaning govern-
ments. When MBNA builds the town Teen
Center, the town Skate Park, the town Food
Pantry, chooses and buys the streetlights
and sidewalks, gives a lot to the new high
school for specified purposes, gives grants
for specific school projects, but not others,
gives a lot to the Public Library for speci-
fied purposes, and has employees on most
of the local Boards, the corporation holds a
tremendous amount of power over what
goes on in those institutions, those organi-
zations, and in our community.

...And I haven't even touched on what
it's like to WORK for MBNA. If you are an
MBNA employee, or have been in the past,
and would like to be interviewed either
anonymously or not about what it is/was
like to work at MBNA, whether negative or
great, please get in touch. Or write your
own story about MBNA in YOUR commu-
nity!!!

For a full list of sources, visit
www.mainecommons.org/overflow.
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underfunded now, causing needed services
to be cut for the low income and disabled
populations it currently serves. It is disturb-
ing that if a larger population is going to be
served, it might lead to further restrictions
and cuts to needed services by the popula-
tion that needs these services the most.

Additionally, Federal regulations that are
proposed to take effect on July 1, state that
all prescriptions under Medicaid, known in
Maine as MaineCare, will have to be the
generic alternative, if one exists. Will there
be waivers if a generic is not effective in an
individuals case? What proposed remedy or
appeals process will take place? Under fed-
eral law, a private insurance company must
handle appeals under the ERISA laws. It is
unclear what authority will handle appeals
under the Dirigo Plan, as no policies have
been written yet, and therefore, it is hard to
address what services will or will not be
covered. It is also unclear if each policy will

be the same for each indiviual small busi-
ness, or if businesses can choose what serv-
ices to provide or exclude. Mainecare
already has a satisfactory appeals program
which mirror federal appeals law, and this
model could be a start to seeing how some
of the coverage may be allocated under the
Dirigo plan.

With the current budget problems, items
such as durable medical equipment have
had reimbursement caps placed on them. A
consumer trying to appeal this finds it diffi-
cult, even with their doctor’s backing, to
appeal for larger caps if it is needed for their
individual medical needs. If the equipment
is being supplied, one cannot appeal the
reimbursement caps, even if the items are
lesser quality than what is needed for the
individual.

Contentious issues, such as birth control,
and other hotly debated items in many plans
have not been addressed in the Dirigo plan,
as no formal policies have been written yet.

Despite the anticipated problems, the state
should be commended for taking on such an
issue, one that has very powerful lobbyists
against the passage of any state sponsored
medical plans. While the jobless rate climbs
and there are state budget cuts affecting
every conceivable program in Maine, health
care insurance heads are sitting on large
salaries, paid for by their policyholders,
and, often times, large deductibles or other
barriers to affordable quality health care.
Alarmist writers pummeled the states news-
papers saying this plan would force small
doctors and hospitals out of business. This
was never true, because, if implemented,
the amount of money these hospitals would
have to spend for charity care would dra-
matically decrease, as there would be fewer
people without health care, and hospitals
would now receive $30 million in payments
in the first year for services that prior to the
plan would have been provided for free as
charity care, or would have been written off
as bad debt.

Amidst a firestorm of controversy, the bill
was signed into law in mid June, making
Maine the first state to provide affordable
health care to the majority, if not all of it’s
citizens. It is a giant step in challenging a
standard in the US, the only industrialized
country not to offer health care in a social-
ized manner.

Governor Baldacci stated on a recent call in
program to Maine Public Radio that “the
angel is in the details” referring to the bill
before it was passed, while the legislation
goes a significant way to providing the
basic health care needs for all Mainers,
without formal insurance policies being
written, it may be too soon to determine
whether he is right.

DIRIGO: CONTINUED FROM PG. 1

MBNA: CONTINUED FROM PG. 9
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National HIV Testing Day
Phone: 990-3626, 1-800-429-1481
Email: Aidsntwkeduc1@aol.com
Web: http://www.nhtd.org
Info: Eastern Maine AIDS Network is
offering confidential HIV Antibody
Testing. Call to make an appointment time
and location.

Forum on Depleted Uranium Munitions
Time: 6:30 PM
Phone: 594-9575
Location: Rockland Public Library
Info: Kim Hawkins, Gulf War Veteran
Singer Songwriter Ethan Miller opening.
Free.
Maine Woods Film Festival
Time: 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Phone: 924-3835
Location: Big Moose Inn, Millinocket 
Info: A protest of the push by RESTORE:
The North Woods, and its Hollywood-star-
filled advisory group to establish a Maine
Woods National Park. Includes perform-
ance by Matthew Heintz, the Northwoods
Balladeer. Festival-goers are invited to
bring videos and photos depicting life in the
Maine woods.

The Cost of War - Bridge Action and
Announce New Group
Time: 12:00 PM - 1:00 PM
Email: hayrus@gwi.net
Info: The Waterville Area Bridges for
Peace and Justice gathers to announce
newly formed peace and justice group.

Let Cuba Live Departure
Phone: 725-1330 or 443-2899
Info: Departure of Maine travellers for
14th Friendshipment of goods to Cuba.
Through July 3rd.

Civil Liberties Speakout
Time: 12:00 PM - 2:00 PM
Phone: 774-5444 or 772-0680
Web: www.mclu.org
Location: Post Office Park,Portland (Rain:
1st Parish Unitarian Universalist Church,
425 Congress Street, Portland)
Info:A rally to address the dangers of
increased law enforcement powers of the
government since 9/11/01. Free Music &
performances.
Houlton Fair
Contact: 532-4315
Web: www.houltonfair.com
Location: 25 Chandler St., Houlton
Info: Runs thru Sun. July 6th

Annual West Athens Fourth of July
Parade and Play
Time: Starts around 11:00AM. .
Location: Gravel Pit, West Athens
Info: All hail In Spite of Life Players!
Solidarity Celebration
Time: 6:00 PM
Phone: 989-4141
Email:
foodmedicine@workingfamilies.com
Location: GBA-CLC Union Hall, 20 Ayer
Street, Brewer
Info: Baked bean supper, music, fireworks.
Ticket includes raffle: $5/adult; $2/child;
$12 family.

Thomaston Parade
Phone: 594-1794
Info: "Bill of Rights" March. A contingent
of people concerned about the Patriot Act
and the eroding of the Bill of Rights will be
marching in the parade with flags, a drum, a
banner, and flyers. Call to get involved with
this part of the parade.
Dunk the City
Time: 11AM-5PM 
Phone: 443-8900   
Web: www.bathskatepark.com
Location: The Park, 26 Summer Street,
Bath
Info: Take your best shot at dunking local
dignitaries, leaders, and police officers in a
dunking booth. $1-3 throws to benefit The
Park.

Cornish Fair
Contact: Joan Bettencourt, P.O. Box 158
Cornish, Maine 04020 

Ossipee Valley Fair (Hiram)
Contact: Kathleen Haley, Box 20,
Limington, ME 04049
Info: Runs through Sun., July 13th
Lewiston Housing Forum
Phone: 784-2380
Email: lewistontenants@housingnow.net
Web:www.housingnow.net/lewistontenants
Info: Dinner housing forum to discuss hous-
ing issues in Lewiston area; announce for-
mation of both a Lewiston Tenants Union
AND a Maine Tenants Union!

Bike Rally
Phone: 623-4511
Email: BCM@BikeMaine.org
Info: Fifteenth annual Bike Rally spon-
sored by the Bicycle Coalition of Maine. 
Maine International Film Festival
Phone: 861-8138
Web: http://www.miff.org
Location: Railroad Square Cinema, 
10 Railroad Square, Waterville. 
Info: Films from Maine and around the
world. Includes Maine Student Film &
Video Fest. Continues through July 20th.

Maine Books to Prisoners Benefit 
Time: 5:00 PM - 10:00 PM
Location: Flatbread Pizza,
72 Commercial St, Portland
Info: Pizza dinner benefit.

Pittston Fair
Contact: Hope Ricker, RR 4 Box 7705
Gardiner, ME 04345-0351
Info: Runs through Sun., July 20th

M.A.I.N.  Annual Picnic
Time: 11:00 AM-3:00 PM
Location: Judy Guay's house, Orono
Phone: 947-4371
Email: krjguay@myexcel.com
Info: Rain Date, July 25. Low-income
rights group picnic, all welcome, free.

Burdock! 
Phone: 649-5980
Email: burdock@riseup.net
Web: http://www.ecohumanist.org/burdock
Location: Starks, ME
Information: Workshops, community
building, and mutual aid opportunities.  
Runs through July 29th
World’s Fair (No. Waterford)
Contact: Tim Cote, PO Box 44, Minot,
Maine, 04258-0044
Info: Runs through Sun., July 27th
Bangor Sate Fair
Contact: Mike Dyer, 100 Dutton St.,
Bangor ME 04401
Web: www.bangorstatefair.com
Info: Runs through Sun., Aug. 3rd
Northern Maine Fair (Presque Isle)
Contact: John Churchill, PO Box 804,
Presque Isle, ME 04769
Info: Runs through Sat., Aug. 2nd

“Sowing Seeds”
Phone: 667-1025
Web: http://www.IIHEd.org
Info: Workshop sponsored by International
Institute for Humane Education. Continues
July 27th.

1st Annual Greater Portland Festival of
Nations
Time:  2:00 PM - 8:30 PM
Phone: 761-9464
Web: http://www.wini.us
Location:  Deering Oaks Park, Park
Avenue, Portland
Info: Cultural diversity festival with food,
music, art and crafts from the various cul-
tures represented in the greater Portland
area. Free and family-oriented.

Open Farm Day
Phone: 287-3871
Web: www.getrealmaine.com/
Location: State-wide
Info: From pasture walks and berry pick-
ing to wagon rides and chocolate milk...
Something for everyone! 
Film: "The Big One"
Time:7:00pm
Location: Skidompha Public Library 
Main Street, Damariscotta
Info: Film by Michael Moore on plant
closings and big busines. Free.

Schoodic Arts Festival
Phone: 963-2569
Email: Schoodicarts@prexar.com
Location: Winter Harbor
Info: Performances and workshops on
music, dance, art, theater, crafts. Continues
till August 10th.

Monmouth Fair
Contact: Rhonda Smith, 309 Cobbosee Rd, 
Monmouth, ME 04259
Info: Runs through Sat. Aug. 2nd 

Athens Fair
Contact: Sylvia Judd, PO Box 100, 
Athens, ME 04912
Info: Runs through Sun. Aug. 3rd

Small Farm Field Day
Time: 9 AM-3 PM
Phone: 568-4142
Location: MOFGA's Common Ground
Education Center, Unity. 
Topsham Fair
Contact: Helen Galloway, Rhoades Lane, 
Topsham, ME 04086
Info: Runs through Sat. Aug. 9th
Skowhegan State Fair
Contact: Lorrainne Nunn, PO Box 39
Skowhegan, ME 04976-0039
Web: www.skowheganstatefair.com
Info: Runs through Sat. Aug 16th

Launching of Aegis Destroyer
Phone: 772-1442
Email: jafabussell@gwi.ne
Location: Bath Iron Works
Info: Actions against launching of Aegis
Destroyer ...and the launching of the peace
ship (USS Philip Berrigan) 
WERU Full Circle Summer Fair
Time: August 9th 4-10, August 10th 10-6
Phone: 469-6600
Web: www.weru.org/events.html
Location: Blue Hill Fairgrounds
Info: w/speakers Jim Hightower and Kathy
Kelly + many music performers

Saturday, August 9th

Sunday, August 3rd

Friday, August 1st

Wednesday, July 30th

Monday, July 28th

Sunday, July 27th

Saturday, July 26th

Tuesday, July 22

Friday, July 18

Thursday, July 17

Tuesday, July 15th

Friday, July 11

Thursday, July 10th

Sunday, July 6th

Friday, July 4th

Thursday, July 3rd

Tuesday, July 1

Sunday, June 29th

Saturday, June 28th

Thursday, June 26th

Maine Solidarity Calendar
June 26th - August 24th, 2003 (updated and with more info at http://calendar.maineindymedia.org)

The Pride Parade departs from Monument Square to Deering Oaks Park, Downtown
Portland, June 21st. The celebration was part of Pride Month, when Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual, Transgender, Questioning, Intersexed and Allied communities gather to cele-
brate diversity in Maine and around the world.

photo credit: Hillary Lister



Union Fair
Contact: Ralph Miller, 25 Miller Farm, 
Rockport, ME 04856
Web: www.unionfair.org
Info: Runs through Sat. Aug. 23rd

Piscataquis Valley Fair (Dover-Foxcroft)
Contact: Scott Tayler, PO Box 197
Dover-Foxcroft, ME 04426
Info: Runs through Sun. Aug. 24th

National Folk Festival
Location: Downtown Bangor
Phone: 992-2630
Web: http://www.nationalfolkfestival.com/
Info: Celebrate the roots, the richness, and
the variety of American culture through
music, dance, traditional crafts, story-
telling, and food. August 22-24. Free.

"Smoke In The Eye, Media Buyouts"
Time: 7:00 PM
Phone: 529-5302
Location: Skidompha Public Library
Main Street, Damariscotta
Info: Film on media buyouts. Free.

Maine Coalition for Tribal Sovereignty 
Phone: 884-7407 
Location: Canterbury House, Orono
Info: Meets 1st Monday of each month.
Free Space Free School
Time: 5:30 PM
Email: peoplesfreespace@riseup.net
Web: http://pfs.dod.net
Location: Portland West, 181 Brackett St.,
Portland
Info: 1st Mondays. Potluck starts at 5:30,
Workshops begin at 6:30. Contact us if you
want to offer a workshop.
Clean Clothes Campaign Meetings
Time: 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM 
Phone: 947-4203 
Location: Peace & Justice Center, Bangor
Info: Working to eliminate sweatshops and
to encourage Bangor area businesses to
carry clothing made in a socially responsi-
ble way. Meets 1st Monday of month. 
Greater Bangor NOW Chapter meeting
Time: 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Phone: Day 989-3306, Evening 947-5337 
Location: Mabel Wadsworth Women's
Health Center, 362 Harlow Street, Bangor
Info: Meets 3rd Monday of month.
Peace Action Maine Disarmament 
Committee Meeting
Time: 6:00 PM 
Phone: 772-0680 
Location: Peace & Justice Center, 1
Pleasant St, 4th floor, Portland
Info: Meets 1st Monday each month.

Maine Time Dollar Network Gathering
Time: 5:30 PM - 7:30 PM 
Phone: 874-9868
Web: http://www.mtdn.org
Location:  The Family Workshop, 215
Congress Street, Portland
Info: Potluck. Time Dollars are a communi-
ty currency in Portland. Meet other Time
Dollar members and share great food and
conversation, while building community
and having fun. 4th Tuesday each month.

Waldo County Peace and Justice Group
Time: 7:00 PM 
Phone: 338-0406
Location: UU Church, 37 Miller St, Belfast 
Info: Meets 1st Tuesday each month.

Free Space Video Showings & Meetings
Time: 5:30 PM
Email: peoplesfreespace@riseup.net
Web: http://pfs.dod.net
Location: Portland West, 181 Brackett St.,
Portland input. Meet every 1st Wednesday
is Movie Night. Every 3rd Wednesday is a
film and discussion night.

Peninsula P & J potluck supper
Time: 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM 
Phone: 326-4405
Location: Congregational Church, Blue Hill
Info: 2nd Thursday each month. Potluck
supper and conversation, planning.
Northern Lambda Nord Meeting
Time: 6:30 PM 
Phone: 498-2088 or 800-468-2088 
Location: GLBT Community Services
Center, 658 South Main Street, Caribou
Info: 2nd Thursday each month.
Ellsworth Area Peace & Justice Meeting
Time: 7:00 PM - 8:30 PM
Phone: 667-0268
Info: 2nd Thursday of the month.

SisterSpace
Time: 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Phone: 878-2152
Email: sisterspace@yahoo.com
Location: Williston-West Church, 32
Thomas St, Portland
Info: A Lesbian Social Group in Southern
Maine. Last Saturday of the month. Call to
confirm.
Northern Regional MAIN Meeting
Phone: 947-4371
Location: Methodist Church, Orono
Info: Low-income rights group. Call to
check when meeting is taking place.

Downeast Vigil of Hope
Time: 5:00 PM - 6:00 PM
Phone: 546-2961
Locations: Steuben Green & Machias
Info: Occurs on the 11th of each month.
Call for exact locations. 

Food Not Bombs Meal
Time:  10:30 AM - 2:00 PM 
Email: wynken_blinken@hotmail.com
Location:  Monument Square, Portland
Info: Anyone who is hungry is welcome to
join us for a free warm vegan meal every
Sunday. We are also on the lookout for
more members!
Bridges for Peace
Time: 12:00 PM - 1:00 PM
Web: http://www.peacebridges.org
Location: Bridges throughout the state.
Info: Weekly peace demonstration. See
website for specifics.
Bar Harbor Peace Vigil
Time: 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM
Phone: 288-4365
Location: Village Green, Bar Harbor

Belfast Women in Black Vigil
Time: 12:00 noon
Location: Southeast corner (Hayford
Building) of High & Main St., Belfast
Blue Hill Candlelight Vigil
Time: 5:00 PM - 6:00 PM
Email: robbins@downeast.net
Location: Grounds of Town Hall, Main St.
front lawn, Blue Hill

Kennebunk Women in Black Vigil
Time: 12:00 PM - 1:00 PM
Phone: 9851459
Location: Main & Water St., Kennebunk
Sanford Peace Vigil
Time: 12:00 -1:00 PM
Location: The park in the center of Sanford
Skowhegan Vigil for Peace
Time: 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM
Email: ashahn@kynd.net
Location: downtown Skowhegan
South Berwick Peace Vigil
Time: 11:30 AM - 12:00 noon
Email: renalasel@hotmail.com
Location: War Memorial, Rt. 4, S. Berwick

Youth Adelantando Meeting
Time: 5:15 PM - 7:30 PM
Phone: 947-4203
Location: Peace & Justice Center, Bangor
Info: A self-governed group of youth work-
ing on building connections between youth
in El Salvador & Maine, corporate control,
& peace work.
Bangor Outright Meeting
Time: 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Phone: 990-3626 or 1-800-429-1481
Email: drew_eman@hotmail.com
Location: 80 Exchange St, Bangor
Info: Meets every 1st and 3rd Monday. Safe
drop-in space and meeting for GLBTQ
youth ages 22 and under.
Women’s Writing Group
Time: 7:00 PM
Phone: 761-0114
Email: personalispolitical@hotmail.com
Location: Portland Yacht, 58 Fore Street,
Bldg #6, 2nd Floor, Portland
Info: Meets every 2nd and 4th Monday.
Women of all ages, backgrounds and abili-
ties get together to share their ideas, stories
and talent in a relaxed, supportive environ-
ment. Bring paper and pen. Free.
Deer Isle Peace Vigil
Time: 6:30 PM - 7:00 PM
Phone: 348-2511
Location: Rt. 15 on the left, across from
Deer Isle Congo Church, Deer Isle
Portland Vigil for Peace
Time: 5:30 PM - 8:00 PM
Location: Monument Square, Portland 

Portland Outright Meeting
Time: 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM 
Phone: 828-6560 / toll-free (888) 567-7600
Email: outright@outright.org
Web: www.outright.org
Location: Outright Space above Portland
Glass, 832 Congress St, Portland
Info: Safe drop-in space GLBTQ youth
ages 22 and under.
Rt. 1 Advocacy Group
Time: 7:00 PM
Phone: 273-3247
Location: Historical Society, 
225 Main St., Warren
Info: Group dedicated to protesting &
researching alternatives to the DOT’s Rt. 1
widening project. 1st & 3rd Tuesdays.

Gay Men's Support Group Meeting
Time: 7:00 PM 
Email: centralmaineoutright@hotmail.com
Location: UU Church, Augusta
Bangor Candlelight Vigil
Time: 5:00 PM - 6:00 PM
Phone: 942-9343
Location: Federal Bldg, Harlow St., Bangor
Info: BYOC (Bring Your Own Candle)

Farmington Gay/Straight Alliance
Time: 6:00 PM
Phone: 778-7379
Location: 119B Psychology Building (the
old white church) Main St., Farmington
Info: Open to all ages, gay, lesbian, bisexu-
al, transgender, questioning, and allies. 
Let Cuba Live Meetings
Time: 7:00 PM 
Phone: 273-3247
Web: http://www.letcubalive.org
Info: Usually takes place at the 55 Plus
Center in Brunswick, but people should call
or email first. 1st & 3rd Wednesdays.
UMPI Rainbow Alliance
Time: 7:00 PM
Email: rolloffd@polaris.umpi.maine.edu
Location: First Floor Lounge, Normal Hall
UMaine Presque Isle
Info: Healthy, open, & safe social and infor-
mational environment to the gay communi-
ty in and around UMPI. 
Bucksport Peace Vigil
Time: 5:00 PM
Phone: 469-3946
Location: Municipal Building, Bucksport
Newcastle Peace Vigil
Time: 12:00 noon
Phone: 563-5416
Location: Square Park, Newcastle
Peace Action MaineVigil
Time: 12:00 noon
Phone: 772-0680
Location: in front of Library, Portland
South Berwick Women in Black
Time: 5:00 PM - 5:30 PM
Email: tinuviel@lovenotwar.us
Location: Salmon Falls Bridge

MDI United For Peace
Time: 7:00 PM
Contact: Jeff or Kyla
Phone: 288-8199
Location: Bar Harbor YWCA, Mount
Desert Street, Bar Harbor
Camden Women in Black Vigil
Time: 12:30 PM - 1:00 PM
Phone: 549-3061
Location: Rt. 1 & Atlantic Ave., Camden
Central Maine Outright Meeting
Time: 7:00 PM
Phone: 621-6393
Email: centralmaineoutright@hotmail.com
Location: 11 King Street, Augusta
Info: A weekly safe drop-in program for
GLBTQ and allied youth ages 22 and under

Portland Q&A
Time: 3:00 PM - 5:30 PM 
Phone: 828-6560 / toll-free (888) 567-7600
for long distance in-state.
Email: outright@outright.org
Location: Outright Space above Portland
Glass, 832 Congress St, Portland
Info: For GLBTQ youth 16 and under.

...continued on page 14

Fridays

Thursdays

Wednesdays

Tuesdays

Mondays

Sundays

Weekly Repeating Events

“Other”

Saturdays

Thursdays
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Tuesdays

Mondays

Monthly Repeating Events

Sunday, August 24th

Friday, August 22nd

Thursday, August 21st

Sunday, August 17th
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ANNOUNCEMENT

New England Trans Support Group 

In the realm of GLBT, the “T” (for trans-
gendered, transsexual, or just trans) often
gets lost in the mix. While gay, lesbian,
and bisexual issues all deal first and fore-
most with sexual orientation, trans issues
deal first and foremost with gender identi-
ty. Trans people - people whose gender
identity does not agree with their biologi-
cal identity - have always existed, but they
have not always been visible. That is slow-
ly changing. Trans issues recently became
a topic of dinner-table conversations in
many Maine homes when Jennifer Finney
Boylan (formerly James), who lives and
teaches in Central Maine appeared on the
Oprah Winfrey show, and talked about
being born into a biologically male body,
while always having been aware that she
was a woman, her eventual sex-reassign-
ment surgery, and the book she wrote
about those experiences called “She Isn't
There."

There are a number of other folks in Maine
who’ve dealt with similar experiences, and
one of them attends the Circle of Hope
Metropolitan Community Church in
Portland. The church already welcomes
people struggling with issues around sexu-
al orientation, and as a result of having a
member struggling with gender identity,
has now established a separate (non-reli-
gious specific) group called New England
Trans Support, or NETS. NETS will pro-
vide support for people in all New
England states. NETS wants to address
health needs such as counseling, hor-
mones, and surgery, and to help people
who are suffering because they cannot
afford any of this. The group also wants to
reach out to people who aren't aware that
help is even available - people who think
they are alone. In addition, NETS will
address the social issues as well, since no
operation can remove the constant pain
that society inflicts upon people who are
different.

NETS has the following goals:

- Become knowledgeable of the healthcare
providers that have extensive knowledge
of, and concern for, transgender issues.
- Give people with sexual identity issues
this information about these healthcare
providers.
- Give financial aid to anyone who cannot
afford therapy and/or surgery.
- Encourage people with sexual identity
issues to create community.
- Facilitate/organize situations where trans
people, individually or as a group, can
have positive social interactions with other
communities and the rest of the world.
- Help educational, social, and govern-
mental organizations/institutions come to
know, acknowledge, and deal with trans-
gender health and social issues. 

The groups is open to anyone with sexual
and gender identity issues. Period. It wel-
comes young or old, poor or rich, female
to male, male to female, questioning, reli-
gious or non-religious, etc. While the
group is part of a larger umbrella-church,
is an independent group. 

NETS currently meets from 8:00 to 9:00
PM on the first and third Wednesday of
every month at Immanuel Baptist Church
in Portland. The church is on the corner of
High St. and Deering St. Meetings are in
the church parlor, accessed through the
back door, off Deering Pl (a small side-
street behind the church. If you would like
to talk, have questions, or would like to
find out how you can help or donate, you
can email nets@maine.rr.com, write to
NETS, PO Box 3131, Portland, ME
04101, or call 1-888-362-1155.
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Lewiston/Auburn Outright
Time: 6:00 PM - 8:30 PM
Phone: 786-2717
Email: outright_la@hotmail.com
Web: www.outrightla.org
Location: 145 Lisbon St, Room 302,
Lewiston
Info: Safe drop-in space and meeting for
GLBTQ youth ages 22 and under.
Portland Outright Meeting
Time: 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM
Phone: 828-6560 / toll-free (888) 567-7600
for long distance in-state
Email: outright@outright.org
Location: 832 Congress Street, Portland
Info: Safe drop-in space and meeting for
GLBTQ youth ages 22 and under.
Downeast Outright Meeting
Time: 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM
Phone: 667-3506
Email: dean@downeast.net
Location: 25A Pine St, Ellsworth
Info: Every 1st and 3rd Friday. Safe drop-in
space and meeting for GLBTQ youth ages
22 and under.
Coastal Outright Meeting
Time: 7:00 PM - 9:30 PM
Phone: 800-207-4064
Email: coastaloutright@yahoo.com
Location: Rockland
Info: For GLBTQ youth in Knox, Lincoln
and Waldo counties, ages 22 and under.
Meets the 2nd and 4th Fridays of the
month.
Brunswick Peace Vigil
Time: 5:30 PM - 6:00 PM
Phone: 725-7675
Location: Brunswick Mall, Brunswick
Ellsworth Peace Vigil
Time: 5:00 PM - 6:00 PM
Phone: 667-0268
Email: eadams@downeast.net
Location: Bridge to Bucksport & Blue Hill
Farmington Women in Black
Time: 12:00 noon - 12:30 PM
Phone: 293-2580
Location: Post Office, Farmington
Houlton “Stand for Peace” Silent Vigil
Time: 12:00 noon
Phone: 532-4570
Location: Monument Park (Near the Peace
Pole), Houlton
Rockland Peace Vigil
Time: 6:00 PM
Phone:594-9575
Location: corner of Main & Park Streets,
Rockland
Waterville Women in Black Vigil
Time: 12:00 noon - 12:30 PM
Location: Old Post Office, Waterville
Info: Our message is: Women in Black
stand silently against violence.

Eastport Peace Vigil
Time: 12:30 PM
Email: connoink@midmaine.com
Location: Overlook Park, Eastport
Houlton Peace Vigil
Time: 12:00 noon - 12:30 PM
Phone: 532-3797
Location: Monument Park (near the Peace
Pole), Houlton
Norway Women in Black Vigil
Time: 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM
Phone: 743-2183
Email: atwhit@megalink.net
Location: Witherell Park, Norway
Winthrop Peace Vigil
Time: 11:00 AM - 12:00 noon
Phone: 685-9604
Location: Post Office, Winthrop

Saturdays

Fridays (cont.)

You can buy locally-produced food at
farmer's markets throughout Maine. Find
one near you - call for times, food stamp
acceptance info, and locations.

Daily:
Houlton ....................................... 794-8306  
Fort Fairfield ............................... 473-7786  

(closed Sat. and Sun.)
Portland (Public Market) ............ 228-2006  

Sundays:
Bar Harbor .................................. 288-4930  

Mondays:
Damariscotta Area ....................... 549-5112  
Ellsworth ..................................... 667-1220  
Fort Kent ..................................... 834-6933  
Pittsfield ...................................... 487-5056  

Tuesdays:
Belfast ......................................... 342-2095  
Brewer ........................................ 948-5724  
Brunswick ................................... 666-3116  
Calais, Eastport, & Perry ............. 454-7496  
Jonesport Area ............................ 497-3431  
Orono .......................................... 285-3581  
Winthrop ..................................... 395-4244

Wednesdays:
Augusta ....................................... 549-5112  
Brewer ........................................ 948-5724  
Camden ....................................... 549-7070  

Fairfield ...................................... 487-5056  
Falmouth ..................................... 846-4405  
Fort Kent ..................................... 834-6933  
Kennebunk .................................. 967-8018  
Machias ....................................... 638-2664  
Portland (Monument Sq.) ............ 883-5750  
Saco ............................................ 929-5318  
Springvale/Sanford ..................... 324-0331  

Thursdays:
Auburn ........................................ 336-2411  
Bath ............................................. 586-5067  
Boothbay ..................................... 737-8834  
Brewer ........................................ 948-5724  
Ellsworth ..................................... 667-1220  
Hampden ..................................... 862-4075
Islesboro ...................................... 722-3303  
Naples ......................................... 642-5161  
Northeast Harbor ........................ 288-4930  
Pittsfield ...................................... 487-5056  
Rockland ..................................... 785-3810  
Eastport ....................................... 454-7496

Fridays:
Belfast ......................................... 342-2095  
Bowdoinham ............................... 737-7557  
Brewer ........................................ 948-5724  
Brunswick.................................... 666-3116  
Damariscotta Area ....................... 549-5112  
Deer Isle/Stonington ................... 326-4741  
Dexter ......................................... 924-7900
Farmington .................................. 778-3115  
Jonesport Area ............................. 497-3431  
Norway ....................................... 539-4848  
Portland (Maine Mall) ................. 549-7070  
Springvale/Sanford ..................... 324-0331  

Westbrook ................................... 854-9105  

Saturdays:
Auburn ........................................ 336-2411  
Augusta ....................................... 549-5112  
Bangor ........................................ 326-4741  
Bath ............................................. 586-5067  
Belfast ......................................... 342-2095  
Bethel .......................................... 836-3606  
Blue Hill ...................................... 359-4487  
Brewer ........................................ 948-5724  
Bridgton ...................................... 642-5161  
Brunswick ................................... 666-3116  
Calais, Eastport, & Perry ............. 454-7496  
Camden ....................................... 549-7070  
Cumberland ................................ 829-5588  
Ellsworth ..................................... 667-1220  
Fairfield ...................................... 487-5056  
Fort Kent ..................................... 834-6933  
Hampden ..................................... 862-4075
Kennebunk .................................. 967-8018  
Machias ....................................... 638-2664  
Madawaska ................................. 895-5234  
Orono .......................................... 285-3581  
Portland (Monument Sq.) ............ 883-5750  
Portsmouth, NH ................... 603-659-3902  
Presque Isle ................................. 896-5860  
Saco ............................................ 929-5318  
Skowhegan .................................. 938-3906  
Springvale/Sanford ..................... 324-0331  
Unity ........................................... 948-9005  
Winthrop ..................................... 395-4244

THIS INFO MADE AVAILABLE FROM:
WWW.GETREALMAINE.COM

Farmer’s Markets

FARM TOUR SUNDAY JULY 13, NOON TO 4PM
Fresh organic vegetables in season.

Pittsfield Farmers' Market, Mon & Thurs 2-6pm; Fairfield Farmers' Market, Wed 2-6pm; Orono
Farmers Market, Sat 8am-1pm; Unity Farmers' Market, Sat 8am-1pm; Winslow Farmers' Market,
Thurs 2-6pm

www.snakeroot.net tom@snakeroot.net 487-5056
Gardeners to the public since 1995

Advertisement ... Advertisement ... Advertisement ... Advertisement ... Advertisement ... Advertisement ... Advertisement ... Advertisement
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ARTICLE & PHOTOS BY JOSH ALEXANDER

6 Short Interviews With 3 Members Of Big
Meat Hammer, With Jonee Of Jonee
Earthquake Band, And With Jeremy And K-
Lub Of DTK At A Punk Show In Orono On
June 7th

DOWN TO KILL

In between very intense songs, Down to
Kill ranted — with charming cynicism —
about everything from polluting snow-
mobilers to political corruption. Though the
intensity of the band made it difficult to
understand their lyrics, those lyrics are not
any less powerful; that same charm and raw
energy shines through in all of them. For
example “This Town Still Sux,” a fierce
attack on the city of Portland, calls it a
“f*cking  sh*thole,” and includes the pas-
sage: “so why is it that you can’t see/ the
rise in yuppies and sh*tty companies/ still
nowhere to go for the children to find
peace/ stuck with no one to turn to or put
them at ease/ in this town it’s hard to be
under the age of/ 21, 22, or 23/ and once
they reach that age they’re all drunk, jaded
and angry.”

I had a chance to ask them a few questions
after their set. In particular, I asked them
how they felt about the current state of the
Maine punk scene. Jeremy, the drummer,
replied:

“I think that lately it’s going a lot better. We
just got our own space on 302 [in Portland].
There was a good turnout, especially for a
first show that wasn’t flyered for....seems
like kids are into it for the right reasons and
are getting into it younger and younger…
for what I think is the right reasons.”

K-Lub, the lead singer, seemed less opti-
mistic: 

“[It’s] very divided...it’s not what I would
call a scene. It’s a lot of people interested in
something outside of the mainstream…but
they have such different influences and
they’re all from so far away that there’s not
much communication, except through
[computers], but a lot of that kind of
brings it down.”

I also asked for their views on the policies
of the Bush administration.  Jeremy said:

“ Wow. Bad? ….[but] I feel the same way
about the Clinton administration or pretty
much any administration that is imaginable
in our current system of government.
Basically, if Al Gore had been elected, a lot
of the same things would still be happening,
[only] slower and smoother. It goes without
saying that bush is a piece of sh*t… but I
think that that’s the position of power that
pieces of sh*t in general end up in. I think
that Bush is a more transparent piece of sh*t
then all the other politicians. But where to
start? There’s a million [things to say]. I
don’t know about Maine specifically…

since Maine is part of the United States and
part of the economy in general…[but] I
think that I see Maine becoming a planta-
tion state where everyone is just kinda bust-
ing ass to please tourists. I can’t go into the
mathematics of it right now…but we’ve got
a really service-based economy…Bush’s
tax cuts and [trade policies] aren’t going to
make it any better. “

K-Lub didn’t have quite as much to say, but
his view of Bush wasn’t any less critical.
“Hard working people who pay a lot of
taxes and work the most hours and get the
most taken out of their checks aren’t going
to benefit from it at all; people who can
write everything off are going to get more
money back…so I think it’s f*cked up…”

THERE’S ROOM FOR LONG-HAIRED
PIRATES

Jonee, of Jonee Earthquake band, was
dressed as a pirate. For some reason I was
surprised, since it was the first punk show I
had ever been to before; I had never seen
punks dressed as pirates. Jonee breaks out
of boundaries that I never even realized
were there. These things fascinated me, so I
asked him: “Do you feel that society impos-
es boundaries on Punk?” He said:

“I like to break [boundaries] because punk
originally didn’t have a strict uniform or a
strict sound…and it was anything goes. I
like to keep that going as much as possible.
There’s room for everything; there’s room
for shaved heads…and room for spiked
hair… there’s room for long haired pirates.
It’s all punk as long as it’s against the estab-
lishment.”

To many people, Jonee’s appearance as a
pirate implied something mythical. I found
myself jumping to the conclusion that he
was going to sing us songs about burying
treasure and sailing the sea. I was wrong,
but was not disappointed. My personal
favorite was, “Get Me Outta This High
School Hell,” an anthem which he dedicat-
ed, predictably, “To all those kids who are
still [stuck] in high school.” It seemed like
kids moshed to that song harder then they
did to all the rest.

BIG MEAT HAMMER

They had a more old-school sound than
most of the bands there, and a fierce inten-
sity which was very impressive.

Predictably, I asked them how they felt
about the Maine punk scene (By now, dear
reader, you have probably figured out that I
basically asked all these bands the same
questions). Scummy Man, a charming per-
son with a fatherly voice, dressed in ripped
jeans and a flannel shirt, had just one com-
ment: “Currently my feeling rests on the
idea that the Maine punk scene reigns.”

Jordan had more to say, and also seemed
fairly optimistic: “We’re about the only
band, the oldest band that have hung out in
the older scene. There’s a few other people
[who have been] involved [in it for a] long
time, there’s a couple bands around
Portland of older punks that are still doing
things. The younger punks seem to be doing
things too… keeping it alive. It seems like a
healthy scene for a rural state. Guys our age
still hanging in there. I saw some band that
looked like they were thirteen years old.
[(laughs)]”

The bass player, Lenny, said (like most
Maine punks do) that he would “Like to see
more happening,” but optimistically said:
“There’s some bands [that] I like a lot. I’d
like to see...more garage rock...seems like
there’s less of that now.”

Big Meat Hammer isn’t any less political
than most punk bands; perhaps even more
so. Their subversive lyrics fascinated me, so
I asked them (like I asked all the other
bands) what they thought about the policies
of George Bush. Though Scummy Man said
quite a bit, I lost most of his comments due
to problems with my tape recorder.
However, I do know for certain that he said:
“Well, apparently [his policy] affects
[Maine] very badly. Everyone’s eyeballing
everyone over this one…”

Jordan, the lead-singer, commented that
Bush “F*cked up the pollution control,”
explaining that, “a lot of the polluted gasses
end up in our area because of the way that
the air pressure is (the air current) and it
kinda takes it from the Midwest and moves
it up north our way. We get a lot of sh*t
from that aspect right there. The economic
thing...I don’t like his taxes thing. He
favored richer people over poorer people,
basically giving a bunch of people a break

while he’s spending money like crazy. He
put the country into debt over what he want-
ed it to be.”

PARTY CRASHERS

I was the first one to notice the cops. There
were two of them, moving like uniformed
ghosts, not making a sound. “Are you a part
of this?” they asked. “Yes, sir. I’m attending
the show,” I said, amazed at how calmly I
had responded. I was also amazed that I had
called him “sir” out of fear, almost uncon-
sciously. The tension was unreal. I felt as if
I was staring into the face of a cruel mythi-
cal god, or into a black hole in space. 

“Who’s in charge here?”

“The Keith Anderson community house
people,” I said, trying to disguise my igno-
rance of the technicalities. I stalled them as
long as I could, but they basically implied
that if I didn’t find out who was in charge,
they would shut down the show. I found
myself rushing from table to table, shout-
ing—underneath the deafening hardcore
noise of BMH—that the cops were outside
and that someone needed to talk to them.
Eventually I found a middle-aged woman
who seemed old enough, but who soon told
me that she  wasn’t, “in charge.” I began to
get frustrated as I realized that, ironically,
the person who was “in charge” wasn’t old
enough. 

The two officers gradually got closer to the
stage, shining their flashlights first into the
kitchen, and then all over some of the tables
(looking for crack, I suppose). When they
realized that they weren’t going to find any-
thing, they settled for intimidation: for the
next fifteen minutes they stood near the exit
door, just staring at us.

We all thought they would shut us down,
but ironically, they didn’t have to. As soon
as people started to notice the officers, they
got scared. Dozens of punks left out of fear,
intimidated. But Big Meat Hammer, which
was playing at the time, was one part of the
show that didn’t back down. When I first
told Jordan about what was going on, his
response was, “Cops, huh? I’ve got a song
for that.” When the officers demanded that
they,”Turn it down“, they just turned it up
louder. They tried to fight the fear with anti-
police songs, but it was no use. By 11:00,
when Kermits Finger started their set, there
was hardly anyone left.

People fear what they don’t understand. The
veteran punks understand police better than
the younger punks do. Thus, they are less
afraid. Big Meat Hammer is Maine’s oldest,
and possibly most respected punk band;
they have been in the scene since 1972.
They probably know all of their rights by
now. Hopefully, when I’m older and wiser,
I also will no longer fear the cops. I hope
that in time…none of us will fear them.

For the entire article, go to:
www.freewebs.com/ssunderground/punk.ht
ml. It is also in my zine; if you would like a
copy, call 825-4180 & ask for Josh or email
sunshines_underground777@yahoo.com

“The Maine Punk Scene Reigns”

........IndyArts & Entertainment..........
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BY ETHAN MILLER

This series is inspired by my travels to
Brazil with the 1st Maine Solidarity
Delegation in 2002 and by the powerful
organizing happening there around the
ideas and practices of economia solidária,
or “solidarity economics,” a grassroots
form of cooperative economics that is con-
necting thousands of local alternatives
together to create large-scale, viable, and
creative networks of resistance to the profit
schemes of corporate globalization. In these
articles I hope to share some ideas about
how we might begin to create long-term
strategies here in Maine that build towards
our own strong and vibrant economic inde-
pendence movements. These thoughts are
meant, most of all, to spark conversation
and action. I’d love to hear from you!
Email: ethan@jedcenter.org

Asking Questions

Call it “capitalism”, call it “the free mar-
ket”, or call it “globalization”. Whatever its
name, people across Maine and throughout
the world are experiencing the devastating
effects of an economy that places profit
above all else. Mills are shutting down or
moving south. Small businesses and family
farms are shriveling up. The countryside is
being paved over and turned into second-
home condos or strip malls. Drug compa-
nies are making record profits while most
of us can’t afford basic health care. The rich
are getting richer while everyone else strug-
gles harder to make ends meet. Need I say
more? This economy is not serving us well.

But what’s the alternative? We’re taught by
society that this is all inevitable, that there
are only two choices about how an econo-
my can work: capitalism or communism. A
system where rich people and corporations
have the power, make all the decisions and
control our lives; or a system where State
bureaucrats have the power, make all the
decisions and control our lives. What a
choice! If we don’t want a communist dic-
tatorship, then being against capitalism is
like being against death - it’s a bummer, but
there’s no way out. Right?

When it comes to the question of real eco-
nomic alternatives — especially on a large
scale — we’re stuck like deer in headlights.
How do we start to imagine and create other
ways of meeting each other’s economic
needs?

Telling New Stories

First, we can start with changing the stories
that we tell. There are many different ways
to describe any given society or economy.
To do this, we use theories — stories that
we tell each other about how the world
works and about our places in it. Every ver-
sion of a story highlights certain things
while hiding others. No single story can

possibly tell “the whole truth.” In this way,
our stories influence what we see and what
we believe is possible or impossible in the
world. For years, we have been told a story
about “the economy” that has made us
believe in its overwhelming power and
inevitability. This story has hidden from us
our own power, potential, and value as cre-
ative human beings.

The dominant story defines economics as
the science of understanding money, mar-
kets, prices, supply and demand, the world
of companies, capital, and finance. Other
kinds of activities that meet human needs -
gardening, hunting, potlucks, barter, gift-
giving, etc. are not economic, but social
activities, “recreations” or “hobbies,” mar-
ginal at best to the real economy. The real
economy is “capitalism”, a giant system
like the weather that is beyond our control
and  understood only the most elite
“experts”. The rest of us just hope for sunny
days and carry umbrellas.

In this old story, we the people are just
worker-bees and consumers, making
money and then spending it. A community
of creative and skilled people without
money or capital is considered “unproduc-
tive” or “underdeveloped.” This is why the
economic developers are always talking
about “bringing in new businesses”, or
“attracting investors” — because real value,
for them, comes from the outside, not the
inside. From the capitalists, not the work-
ers. This story tells us that our lives and our
communities are not good enough, not
complete or worthwhile without their
money and their jobs.

But why should we tell a story that makes
us feel small and helpless when we could
tell one that makes us feel powerful and
hopeful instead?

Try this one: Let’s assume that “economy”
is not just about money and business. In its
largest sense, “economics” is about how we
as people and as communities meet each
other’s needs and desires. Capitalism, with
its “jobs”, “wages”, “bosses” and “markets”
is only one part of how we actually do this
in our daily lives. When we peel away the
misleading idea of one giant “economic
system,” we can actually find many differ-
ent kinds of economies that are alive and
well, supporting us below the surface.
These are not the economies of the stock-
brokers and the “expert” economists. These
are our economies, people’s economies, the
economies that we build with our everyday
lives and relationships. They are familiar
activities:

- Subsistence economies; meeting basic
needs with our own skills and work on or
with the land: gardening, farming, hunting,
fishing, foraging, and housework.

- Barter economies; trading services with
our friends or neighbors, swapping one use-

Solidarity Economics
Building a New Economy in Maine from the
Bottom-Up and the Inside-Out (Part I of 2)

BY LARRY DANSINGER

The stock market has been jumping up
and down like a scary roller coaster in
recent months, and some investors have
fallen off and been hurt by its recent down-
turn. But even if the market bounces back,
it will still be a deadly ride for anyone who
wants their money to be used in socially
responsible ways. 

Simply put, there is nothing “socially
responsible” about the stock market, or any
other investment, where the goal is profit—
using your money to make more money.
The stock market, no matter how progres-
sive the company or how “green” the finan-
cial advisors, reinforces the most harmful
aspects of the for-profit economy (i.e. capi-
talism) and is the worst place for anyone
concerned about economic justice and
social change to put their hard-earned
money.

Investing in the stock market creates an
economic system which (1) transfers
money from poor people to rich people; (2)
promotes large-scale, monopoly-sized busi-
nesses while destroying small, locally-
based economic enterprises; (3) encourages
people to gamble with their economic secu-
rity; and (4) makes economic alternatives
such as cooperatives, community-owned
systems, or not-for-profit enterprises less
likely to emerge because the economy is so
profit-driven and dependent on large infu-
sions of capital.

Here’s how:

1. Stock investing transfers money
from poor people to rich people

United for a Fair Economy (UFE), in
its 1999 study, “The Growing Divide:
Inequality and the Roots of Economic
Insecurity,” suggests that the stock market
has been one of the chief causes of the
increasing division between rich and poor
in this country. UFE is a Boston-based
organization working nationally to narrow
the “Growing Divide” through research,
organizing wealthy people to oppose public
policies for which they receive most of the
benefits, and creative and theatrical actions
highlighting this rich/poor division.

According to researcher Edward N.
Wolff’s data analysis of Federal Reserve
Bank figures (“Recent Trends in the Size
Distribution of Household Wealth,” Journal
of Economic Perspectives, Summer, 1998,
cited by UFE), 78.7 percent of stocks,
bonds, pension funds, and other securities
are owned by the wealthiest ten percent of
the population. For just stocks and mutual
funds, the figure for the top one percent is
49.4 percent; the wealthiest top tenth hold
85.1 percent. Therefore, almost all of the
windfall profits from stock markets over the
last decade have wound up in the accounts
of the wealthy.

Not only have lower income people not
benefited much from the stock market, they
have also paid most of the profits that
stockholders receive. They subsidize these
corporations in several ways: as employees
by receiving lower wages and/or fewer ben-
efits; as consumers by paying higher prices
for goods they purchase or buying sweat-

shop goods that give the company higher
profits; and as taxpayers by paying higher
taxes that offset corporate welfare benefits,
which the businesses use to accumulate
more capital or keep as profits. 

Employees also bear the brunt of lost
wages and jobs because of corporate cut-
backs or moves to other states or countries
in the name of cost-cutting and higher stock
prices. Corporations also  oppose unions
more ferociously when they are protecting
dividends and profits of stockholders as
well as the company’s continued opera-
tions.

2. Stock investing promotes large-
scale, monopoly-size businesses, which in
turn put small, locally-based economic
enterprises out of business

Corporations which issue stock, even
those that claim to be “socially responsi-
ble,” use their capital to consolidate eco-
nomic strength and (try to) put their com-
petitors out of business. Big companies
focus their policies on the needs of their
stockholders rather than on serving the pub-
lic or their employees. Invested capital and
profits are often used to finance mergers
and takeovers of other companies and to
promote consolidation in almost every
industry in the country.

Any corporation which is authorized to
sell stock has enough capital and economic
clout to take advantage of various kinds of
corporate welfare, such as tax abatements,
government-provided facilities, and other
give-aways even as they rake in huge prof-
its. These benefits give them further advan-
tages in outdistancing their competitors. 

Small businesses have suffered most
from this trend to bigness; “get big or get
out” is the prevailing theory for business
health. There is no level playing field
between “big boxes” like Wal-Mart and
small businesses. Small retail and whole-
sale companies can rarely compete with
giant manufacturers or retail Marts. The
buying power of large corporations, thanks
to their access to capital and economies of
scale, means they can undersell small com-
petitors with ease.  

As the U.S. economy becomes more
and more dominated by multinationals, the
opportunities to create small businesses and
economic alternatives is reduced because
powerful corporations resist any threat to
their domination by insuring tax and other
public policies favorable to big business.

3. Stock investing encourages people
to gamble with their economic security 

Stocks are inherently unstable and
unpredictable—creating a false sense of
security—while being touted as a way to
provide stable and predictable sources of
income to retirees or those wanting to build
a large nest egg. Stock investing is really
just a special kind of gambling; the recent
free fall in the stock market, especially
among technology stocks, and fluctuations
in prices for even many “blue chip” stocks,
should dispel any doubts about that. Stocks
provide no guaranteed high return.

Stock Investing: A Bear Market for Social Activists
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SCAVENGING FOR FUN AND NON-PROFIT
An Indymedia worker peers into a salvage box at the Bowdoin Dump’n’Run, a yearly
volunteer-powered scavenge-fest and massive yard sale where proceeds benefit local
non-profits. The ice rink in the photo is filled with things that Bowdoin students threw
away at the end of the year.

photo credit: Alasdair Post-Quinn

BY LARRY DANSINGER

Few people would advocate for an econom-
ic system that gives more and more wealth
and economic power to a few people and
corporations while making it harder for
most people in the United States to meet
their basic needs.

Yet, our economy is doing just that. One of
the major factors causing this increasing
division between low and high income peo-
ple is the system of usury, which most of us
call interest, that is transferring money and
financial power from those with low or
moderate incomes to the wealthy. One def-
inition of usury is: extra costs on the use of
money that are "unconscionable or exorbi-
tant." Almost any "extra cost" causes
inequality and a concentration of wealth;
therefore, almost any amount of interest is
usury. 

If someone makes money through usury,
then someone else has to lose it, since the
supply of money is kept relatively constant.
Those with the top ten percent of incomes
in the U.S. gain money from usury pay-
ments or investments, while the bottom 80
percent are net losers of money. It is a sys-
tem that is causing increasing inequality
and suffering for millions in this country
and around the globe.

If we could reduce (and even eliminate!)
the use of usury/interest, we could have a
more just and equal economic system
where every person's basic needs are met.

There is a history behind usury, told in
some detail in Estelle and Mario Carota's
"Christian Economic Networks" and
Margrit Kennedy's "Interest and Inflation
Free Money." Usury was unknown and then
rarely used for thousands of years after the
creation of money and has only become
commonplace in the last several hundred
years. The Catholic Church, in fact, only
abandoned its doctrine against usury in
1821, previously holding to passages such
as Deuteronomy 23:19 ("you shall not lend
upon interest to your brother") as a reason
for its prohibition. Islam still teaches that
usury is wrong.

Usury has been recognized as a serious
problem by activists concerned with U.S.
exploitation of less over-developed coun-
tries and the debt-induced "Structural
Adjustment Programs" that have reduced
living standards for hundreds of millions of
people. Books by Thomas Greco such as
"Money and Debt: A Solution to the Global
Crisis" and "New Money for Healthy
Communities" are excellent resources
describing the problem of debt and solu-
tions to it. The El Barzon movement in
Mexico in 1995 succeeded, through picket-
ing and occupations, in closing some banks
charging high rates of usury, but the prob-
lem of usury-induced debt, particularly
from World Bank loans, continues to cause
increased suffering in many countries for
those with the fewest economic resources.

Usury also causes debt in the U.S., which
often takes away the ability to obtain basic
needs. Interest payments on the national

debt (estimated at $293 billion, almost one-
fourth of the U.S. fiscal year 1998 budget,
not including entitlements) reduces services
and programs and increases taxes.
Individual and corporate debt causes higher
prices, lower wages, and unemployment,
which creates a greater demand for scarce
public services. It's a downward spiral, with
usury at its center.

Usury is a primary cause of inflation; it
increases economic growth without any
corresponding generation of goods or serv-
ices to match it. This reduces employment,
because payment for capital comes before
payment for labor. In the Autumn, 1995
issue of "Green Revolution," Melvin
Leasure estimated that consumers pay from
10-80 percent more for an item because of
usury. With many consumer products cur-
rently being made by non-union or overseas
labor for lower costs, our economy should
be deflationary.

There are moral objections to usury as
"unearned income" where one person gets
something for nothing at the expense of
someone else. Juanita Nelson believes that
money ought to be compensation only for
productive work. In her article, "On
Interest," she defined interest/usury as
"appropriation of another's labor--though
the ultimate victims of that appropriation
may be many times removed from our
immediate view--maybe just a polite way of
saying robbery." She also quoted John
Ruskin's view that usury "feeds on the dis-
tress of others, or their follies."

If our economy and most of the people in it
are being hurt by usury, then what can we
do about it? One response is: Get out of the
usury economy as much as possible, and
help others to do the same. 

For example, those who have accounts in
financial institutions can refuse to collect
interest or dividends on those accounts. (If
we don't want a bank to benefit from our
refusal to collect, we can move our money
to a credit union, a not-for-profit coopera-
tive which is restricted to serving its local
community. Over 300 of them are commu-
nity development credit unions and can
offer savings and checking accounts to any-
one, no matter where they live.) 

In Scandinavia and Switzerland, a few
credit unions operate on a zero usury basis,
requiring members to pay flat service
charges (the credit union's actual costs) for
financial services as well as for loans.
Another option is not using a credit union
or bank at all, paying by cash or money
orders.

If we have extra money we aren't currently
using, we can lend that money on a no-
interest basis. I have done this several times
to non-profit groups I know or work with. A
signed written agreement has been used,
and all loans have been paid back success-
fully. Involvement in the organization we
lend to is good for the organization as well
as for repayment of the loan. 

ful thing for another: “Returning a favor”,
exchanging plants or seeds, time-based
local currencies (Maine Time Dollar
Network).

- Sharing or “collective” economies; pool-
ing our resources together: bringing food to
a potluck supper, carpooling, sharing tools
or books, joining consumer co-ops (over
137 in Maine) or marketing cooperatives
(Maine Potato Growers, Maine Fisherman’s
Cooperative Association).

- Scavenging Economies; “One person’s
trash is another one’s treasure”; salvaging
car parts, dumpster-diving, the “swap-
shop” at the local dump.

- Gift economies; freely giving our
resources to other people and to our com-
munities: volunteer fire companies, com-
munity food banks, rides to hitch-hikers,
dinner with neighbors.

- Worker-controlled economies; workers
deciding the terms and conditions of their
own work: self-employment, family farms,
worker-owned companies and cooperatives
(such as FEDCO Seeds).

We all participate in non-capitalist
economies in our every-day lives. Though
the capitalists might wish to turn every rela-
tionship into an opportunity to make profit,
they have not succeeded. In fact, the domi-
nant economy would fall apart if the peo-
ple’s economy - these basic forms of coop-
eration and solidarity - did not exist “below
the surface.” These are the things that keep
us alive when the factories close down,
when the ice storm comes, when our hous-
es burn down, or when the paycheck is just
not enough.

Solidarity economics begins here, with the
realization that alternative economies
already exist; that we as creative and skilled
people have already created different kinds
of economic relationships “outside of” the
capitalist system. We have our own forms
of wealth and value that are not defined by
money. Instead of prioritizing competition
and profit-making, these economies put
human needs and relationships at the center.
They are the already-planted seeds of a new
economy, an economy of cooperation,
equality, diversity, and self-determination: a
“solidarity economy”.

Organizing Towards a Solidarity
Economy

Solidarity economics is fundamentally dif-
ferent than capitalist or communist eco-
nomics. Instead of starting with a theory, it
starts with our practices. Instead of
demanding a single plan for the economy, it
seeks to connect many diverse initiatives
together in ways that respect their differ-
ences and independence. Instead of putting
forward a single vision of economic organ-
ization (how the economy should be struc-
tured); solidarity economics provides us
with a model for economic organizinga
process by which we can democratically
strengthen and create new kinds of econom-
ic relations in our communities.

When someone asks the big question, “so
what’s the alternative?”, solidarity econom-
ics answers not with a Big Scheme (a “third
way” beyond capitalism or communism),
but with another question: By what means,
on whose terms, and with what guiding eth-
ical principles will we collectively work
towards new economic structures and rela-
tionships? This is an economic process, not
a plan; it is a strategy for economic organ-
izing that starts with our already-present
practices and, from there, “builds the road
by walking.” 

This process begins not with “experts,” but
with concrete grassroots organizing efforts.
This will not be a revolution in which the
“vanguard” with the Truth takes the power
and then imposes a new utopia everyone
else. This is a revolution of secession from
the world of both capitalists and bureau-
crats - an economic independence move-
ment. We begin with the places in which we
have already achieved independence and
solidarity, and we build our movements
from there — revolution from the bottom-
up and the inside-out.

What does a solidarity economy strategy
look like in real terms? We can think about
it in four parts: seeing with new eyes, nam-
ing our practices, connecting our practices,
and creating new possibilities. These will
be the topic of part II.

To be continued in the next issue…

An Interest-Free Economy
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The stock market is the middle or
upper income person’s version of the lot-
tery. Investing feeds the notion that it’s all
right to make money without doing any real
work. The income/asset division in this
country is growing wider because wealthier
people have money to gamble on stocks.
They often get a lot more money than those
who work even harder but get paid much
less and can’t afford to risk trying to make
money without working. 

The current debate about letting Social
Security recipients use part of their benefits
to buy stocks encourages the idea that the
stock market is safe and that we can have
complete faith in large corporations. If
social security money is invested, the U.S.
government will have to sustain corporate
socialism even more than it already is doing
to make sure none of the big companies fail,
since the whole economy will have become
tied to the success or failure of those corpo-
rations and their stock prices.

4. Stock investing makes economic
alternatives such as cooperatives, com-
munity-owned systems, or not-for-profit
enterprises even less likely to emerge
because the economy is so profit-driven
and dependent on large infusions of cap-
ital

Almost every person who benefits
from investments in the stock market, or
any other for-profit investment, is less like-
ly to advocate for a more cooperative or less
profit-based economy because they are
sharing in those profits. The reward, or even
its possibility, is seductive in distracting
investors from looking at the problems in
the for-profit economic system or deciding
who benefits and who does not.

The wealth accumulated by the rich
makes them committed supporters and fin-
anciers of the existing capitalist economy,
even if the corporations that pay stock divi-
dends are receiving large tax breaks and are
prime recipients of corporate welfare. 

Economic alternatives such as worker
cooperatives or community-owned busi-
nesses have become even more marginal-
ized because potential financing from local
investors has been drained away by stock
investments. The self-capitalization system
used to finance economic alternatives in the
past is generally considered out-of-date and
ineffective in today’s economy.

What to do, what to do

The temptation even among progres-
sives and radicals is to climb on the invest-
ment bandwagon, if they can afford to.
Perhaps they think: “I can be a little more
comfortable even though the economic sys-
tem is rotten and doesn’t work. After all, as
long as these investments are ‘socially
responsible,’ they are really making the
economy more just and humane, right?”

Wrong! 

Should we be on part of a tide that is
lifting all yachts while the smaller boats are
swamped and the people in them are swim-
ming for their lives? 

Should progressives and our organiza-
tions, such as the War Resisters League and
its members, claim a privilege and entitle-
ment that is not open to most lower income
people, many of whom are people of color,
and participate in a system that is counter-
ing the social and economic justice we are
working toward?

Should we not take similar risks with

our money when we take risks to ourselves
and our personal security for peace and jus-
tice? 

Should we really invest in anything,
even if it’s called “socially responsible,” if
it makes our economic system worse, not
better? 

Shouldn’t we be getting out of that sys-
tem entirely and building an economy that
is more cooperative, community-owned,
and not profit-based?

Real social responsibility means trans-
ferring money from corporate to not-for-
profit and social change efforts, to local and
human-scale enterprises which will use the
money for social good. 

For those of us who want to create and
participate in a nonviolent economic sys-
tem, I believe we can do so by selling any
stocks we or our organizations currently
hold and not participating in any way in the
stock market (except to immediately sell
any stocks given to us in the future).  

We could be putting our extra money, if
we have any, into worker or consumer-
owned cooperatives or non-profit peace and
justice groups. If we use financial institu-
tions, we can deposit money into locally
oriented or community development credit
unions.

There are options for people who want
to divest themselves of corporate stocks but
may not be ready to give up investing for a
profit. Four examples of places to invest
money at interest rates of up to four percent
(occasionally higher) are: Federation of
Southern Cooperatives (financial support to
African-American farmers) in Epes,
Alabama; Equity Trust (loans to land trusts
and low-income groups) in Voluntown,
Connecticut; First Nations Development
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Ending credit card purchases can also
reduce our economy's dependance on usury,
since all purchases require at least one extra
charge (paid by the seller to the credit card
company) and some involve a second (paid
by the buyer for late payment). Because
sellers usually charge the same price for
goods and services but have to pay more
when a credit card is involved, those who
do not use credit cards (primarily those with
low incomes or previous bad credit) subsi-
dize those who use them, another transfer of
wealth.

Some businesses and organizations add a
surcharge (for example, five percent) to
those using credit cards or give discounts to
those paying by cash or check. (State con-
sumer credit laws determine whether one or
both of these options are available to the
business or group.) If we encourage more of
these arrangements, we can reduce the
financial exploitation of those without cards
by those who use them. 

Credit cards are sometimes trumpeted as a
way to support good causes. "Credit Card
Conundrum," Kenney Gould's satirical arti-
cle in the March-April, 1997, Catholic
Worker neatly summarizes why even cards
claiming to donate to causes such as hunger
relief or solar energy are ultimately bad for
the economy and are used primarily to
enrich the company, not the cause. We can

also support good cause organizations by
not using a credit card to make a donation to
them or pay for their goods.

Although some low and moderate income
people do make money from stocks, bonds,
and money market funds, investments, even
"socially responsible" ones, are primarily a
transfer of funds (stock dividends, another
variation on usury) to already wealthy peo-
ple, foundations, and corporations.

According to Doug Henwood of the Left
Business Observer, only five percent of
stockholders hold 95 percent of all stocks.
Some of this five percent are pension funds
which includes savings of workers, but
these workers have little or no control over
what is done with their money. 

What do corporations do with that invest-
ment money? They use it to get larger, limit
or wipe out competition, lay off employees
while giving corporate managers higher pay
and bonuses, pay off debts to lenders, exert
excessive economic influence over their
local communities, and pay more dividends
to stockholders (but rarely higher wages to
employees). 

There are a few ways of using money for
socially responsible purposes, however.
Two such uses for extra money might be as
no-interest loans to non-profit organiza-

tions, coops, or businesses in the U.S. man-
aged by people with limited access to other
sources of capital or similar efforts in less
over-developed countries. In both cases,
wealth is transferred from those who have
more to those who have less. Three U.S.
examples are First Nations Development
Institute, the Federation of Southern
Cooperatives, and the Institute for
Community Economics. The Fair Trade
Federation and the Ecumenical
Development Co-operative Society are two
overseas options.

Usury in the sale of government bonds has
burdened those with low to moderate
incomes as well. In the best-selling Your
Money or Your Life, Vicki Robin and Joe
Dominguez calculated that a tax-free
$10,000 investment in government bonds
would yield $34,000 in 30 years. Few low
or moderate income people can afford to
buy many bonds, even in denominations of
$25 or $50. Neither can the U.S. govern-
ment afford to sell them, since it loses tax
income from bondholders which could be
spent as benefits or services to those same
low and moderate income people.

The money the government now gets by
issuing tax-exempt bonds could be raised
instead by increasing taxes on those most
able to pay (with high incomes). There
would be no extra payout ($24,000 over 30
years on a $10,000 bond) and no huge

expenditure for "interest on the national
debt." 

Instead of reducing the national debt by
paying less usury, our method for balancing
the budget is primarily to cut human service
and self-help programs to those who need
them.

Perhaps the most dramatic way to withdraw
from usury is to avoid the money system as
well, through the use of community curren-
cies such as Ithaca Hours or LETS (Local
Employment Trading Systems), a cashless
mutual credit system. With these systems,
control is taken out of the hands of banks
and governments and brought back to those
who do the work. 

Our current economic system, with usury as
a prime factor in money transactions, is
enabling the wealthiest ten percent to make
a financial killing while most people lose
money and suffer. 

If we are to reverse this trend, we must be
prepared to give up small, short-term bene-
fits from usury and demonstrate its harmful-
ness, so that we can narrow the gap between
those with too little wealth and those with
too much.

Larry Dansinger, PO Box 776, Monroe, ME
04951, email: invert@acadia.net
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Institute (economic development on Native
American reservations) in Fredericksburg,
Virginia; and the Institute for Community
Economics (economic development and
affordable housing in low income commu-
nities) in Springfield, Massachusetts. For
those who want to give up making money
on their money, these organizations all
accept money as no-interest loans as well.

Many states also have community loan
funds which support affordable housing
and not-for-profit economic enterprises. A
list of loan funds is available on the internet
at www.communitycapital.org. 

Finally, we can talk to others about our
view of investing for profit, especially in
the stock market, and tell them how we can
use our money for “people, not profits.” We
can urge them to sell any stocks they hold.
When others know that there are better
choices than supposedly “socially responsi-
ble” stock investing and that no stock pur-
chase is socially responsible, they may use
their money for more social change goals
as well. 

Most of us have heard the sayings, “it
takes money to make money” and “money
is power.” Investments, particularly in the
stock market, allow those with money to
make more and to gain economic and polit-
ical power and advantage. Rather than
being part of a harmful system to gain
small financial benefits, we can reject the
stock market and put our money into a par-
allel system that would provide economic
benefits for those with the least wealth and
those working for economic justice.

Larry Dansinger, from Monroe, Maine,
works with WRL’s Maine local,
INVERT/Resources for Organizing and
Social Change. 
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I asked Simpson what she had observed in
other states’ DHS programs.

"I'm not going to pretend to be an
expert on this and I haven't had a lot of time
to look at a lot of other states. Again, as a
nature of the coverage I've been contacted
by a lot of people and a number of those
contacts have been because the systems are
so problematic in the state where ...my con-
tacts have resided. I have looked a little bit
in some of those states. Interestingly, one of
the states that kept coming up was Oregon,
which is where Kevin Concannon was com-
missioner of Human Services before he
came to Maine. ...The contacts have
described problems that are very very simi-
lar to the approach in Maine, the kind of
grab the kid and run mentality, without sub-
stantiating claims, and then the child seems
secondary in the process. ...I know that they
have been having problems in Iowa, which
is where Kevin Concannon has gone to
head their Department of Human Services.
And one of the reasons that they were so
interested in him is that they said that he
had a track record for bringing a lot of fed-
eral money into the state, which is certainly
accurate. He brings huge amounts in just
the Child Protective Department. The fact
that it can't all be accounted for once it's
brought into the state I think raises some
questions. I have started to get a little bit of
feedback - and I haven't had time to look at
these states yet - with a couple of states that
had problems but have started to take differ-
ent approaches and to revamp their child
protective divisions.

...One of the things I'd like to do ...in
some future issue, is to take a closer look at
what those states are like, what they've
actually done to make changes, and how
those changes are affecting the families.
Again I don't have very much information
about it, but one of the things that was
brought up was that one state was experi-
menting with some family mentoring pro-
grams so that, for instance, the mother and
the children might go and live in a foster
care situation, so that the mother is out actu-
ally not being taken away from the child,
the child is not being taken away from the
mother, but that the mother is getting some
mentoring that would help her, that when
she becomes independent again, that her
parenting skills might be enhanced. So, I
haven't seen a lot of encouragement out
there, but I think that there are some states
who have started to address this a little bit.

... I'm interested in looking at - I know
he's an unlikely character [former] Mayor
Giuliani in New York City. [He] had
expressed a lot of concern about how much
the profit margin seemed to be dictating
what child protective agencies in the city
were doing with families and that he tried to
take some of those - sort of turn those
incentives around so that, by keeping a case
going endlessly, didn't mean that you kept
profiting enormously, that there had to be
some goals met by the child welfare work-
ers. And I haven't gone back and looked at
that to see how successful that was, but that
was one of the kind of cases that I came
across.

...I have seen no indication that [the

Maine DHS has] changed substantially
[since the Logan Marr case]. What I see is
that they seem to be a little more savvy and
not attracting so much negative attention.
I'm seeing a lot of the behind the scenes
manipulation of facts at the State House by
DHS officials. I'm seeing as much misrep-
resentation in the legal presentations, I'm
seeing judges continuing to rubber stamp
cases and continuing to ignore the letter of
the law. ... I think that until there's an admis-
sion that there were problems in the system,
and severe problems in the way they treated
family members, then I don't see how those
problems can be addressed. And that's not
in some nebulous kind of philosophical
way, I think that that's very very concrete, I
think that if you don't admit that there's a
problem, how can the problem be
addressed?

...I've certainly seen cases where it cer-
tainly seems that an outside entity like DHS
and child protective services was intended
to be in its conception where an organiza-
tion like that could have some positive
input, where clearly a family seems to need
help. I have been told about other cases,
where ...not so much where a parent called
and wanted to give their child up for adop-
tion, but where a parent called and said, ‘I'm
in trouble here, I really need some help, I've
been feeling overwhelmed’, and I have not
seen any cases, where parents especially,
but family members have gotten the help
that probably would have turned these cases
around. So I see foot-dragging by DHS all
over the place. And I have been told, but
have not substantiated through my own
investigations, ...about cases where people
have called DHS and because there was a
long-standing ongoing concern about the
treatment of a child of a family member or
in a community or whatever, and they've
gotten no response from the DHS. I don't
buy the argument that DHS is understaffed
or under funded or they don't just have
enough caseworkers. If DHS was not taking
the children that did not need to be
removed, and if they were using their
resources appropriately, they would be able
to respond to the majority of complaints.
I'm not saying that it's an easy thing. But the
cavalier attitudes that I see among case-
workers is absurd.

...I don't want to generalize too much. I
will say that with some offices in particular,
...there has seemed to be a move to keep
aesthetically pleasing children away from
their parents. Children who are really
attractive, really healthy, at a good adopt-
able age. Logan Marr and her sister for
instance were extraordinary children, and
everyone wanted those children. But again,
I covered that case in such depth because
that didn't seem like an isolated example to
me. I've seen many other cases where you
have a child who's like really healthy* and
really pleasing to look at and say 3 or 4
years old, you know, will have lots of peo-
ple who will want to adopt them.

In a case where there is a family mem-
ber who may be interested in taking over
the care of the child, Maine DHS does not
necessarily get federal dollars for placing a
child with a relative, unless the relative
goes through a complete foster care training
and certification program, but in most of
those instances they still get less federal

dollars, and keeping in mind that the rela-
tive is not required to go through a full fos-
ter care certification - they simply have to
meet general requirements that they're an
appropriate setting in which to place a child
- they're not money makers for DHS.

...I [know of a case where] they're
allowing one grandmother, who works for
DHS, not as a foster care parent but as
another support person, but she worked on
a daily basis for DHS, was not allowed cus-
tody of her own grandchildren, who were
placed and left in foster care. But she is
charged with taking care of DHS children.
So is she fit or is she not fit? I have heard of
a number of instances like that.

...I'm not so naive to think that we don't
need some kind of a system, but I think
when one talks about reform that you really
need a tearing down process. Those atti-
tudes that I've talked about are not coming
from low-level caseworkers on up, they're
coming from high-level officials on down
through the ranks to the low-level case-
workers. So I don't think it's possible to take
the system as it stands and simply give them
mandates to stop making fun of parents, to
stop ridiculing parents, to stop lying, to stop
falsifying records and information, to stop
disobeying the law. I think that there's so
much just contempt for the population that
they're supposed to be serving that I really
do think that to bring in a lot of different
people - and it can't be just this huge
money-making monolith.

Do I think that there needs to be something?
Yes. There are children out there who are
abused, sometimes by family members who
there probably isn't much hope of reform-
ing, sometimes by people who just came
from really difficult backgrounds, who
don't have a good grasp on some appropri-
ate parenting skills, sometimes just by cir-
cumstances, a lot of the kids they're taking,
they're confusing poverty with abuse. And I
also think that we've become very confused
about what we can actually ensure. We don't
have a right to dictate every nuance of
someone's personal life. You can't mandate
every subtlety of someone's attitude. The
federal law clearly states -serious abuse,
serious neglect, serious risk of abuse or
neglect. We forgot about that a long time
ago in this state. And it's also become class
warfare. I'm not saying that they're not tar-
geting some middle class people, but they're
certainly not targeting them in any great
numbers. And they've certainly indicated a
willingness to work more with them than
they have with the low-income population."

I asked if Simpson could you talk about sit-
uations where the DHS has confused pover-
ty with abuse or neglect.

"I think the Logan Marr story is the
perfect story. Logan Marr's mother was
willing to do whatever they asked her to do.
She did not have a high school diploma.
When she got jobs they were minimum
wage jobs. She did not have a driver's
license. She did not own a vehicle, she did
not have access to a vehicle in which she
could learn to drive. Keeping in mind that
she was never accused of physically abus-
ing her children, she was never accused of
leaving her children inappropriately, in the
DHS records, and I know that this has been

bastardized in the rumor network orches-
trated by DHS, but in the actual DHS
records this mother was never accused of
substance abuse, she did not have a sub-
stance abuse problem, there were no indica-
tions that she had a substance abuse prob-
lem. She was poor. She needed help - it may
be a cliché - but she needed help in realiz-
ing her potential. She was a young, intelli-
gent woman from a difficult background,
who just needed a hand up. And they found
great delight in putting her down at every
opportunity. In the Logan Marr case, ...they
capitalized on the circumstances of pover-
ty."

...In Maine there is in particular, a very
very cozy relationship between Maine DHS
and a stable of very compliant therapists
and supposedly mental health workers. ...If
you gain a reputation in the field, for
instance that you're not sending back the
kinds of results from mental health evalua-
tions that meet with DHS's take on an indi-
vidual case, then those counselors don't get
referrals from DHS anymore. So I think
that's just one quick-hit example of the lee-
way they have with the money and how the
money is administered.

...I have talked to kids in foster care,
especially teenagers. I recently talked to a
teenager who's in foster care. She was get-
ting a lot of pressure from her guardian ad
leitum, who does a lot of referral work for
DHS - the guardian ad leitum is an attorney
- and the guardian ad leitum has really been
discouraging this girl from trying to reunite
with her mother, in spite of the fact that the
girl wants reunification with the mother.
The mother has met all of the DHS require-
ments. And the guardian ad leitum made
some pretty disparaging and very derogato-
ry remarks about the poverty of the family
and how if this girl didn't go home she
would ‘be able to make something of her-
self.’ And that they would see that her col-
lege was paid for. I've talked to a number of
kids, and I've met some others, and I would
say that in most of the instances where I've
met kids in foster care, even in good situa-
tions, I'm not suggesting they're all in horri-
ble foster care situations, but even in situa-
tions that are pretty supportive and pretty
good, they still want to be with their fami-
lies.

...I think that in some cases where fam-
ilies need help, it takes a lot of follow-
through. But you know, in some cases it just
takes some common sense. If you're work-
ing with a young mother who is having a
difficult time creating a stable home for her
children because she is low-income, and
she doesn't have a lot of power over her liv-
ing situation, so it makes sense to make sure
she gets the education and the training she
needs to get a better job. If she doesn't have
a driver's license to help her get a driver's
license. To create some mentoring pro-
grams. And a lot of the things that I see
could be done would actually cost a lot less
than what they're doing.

To read or subscribe to the “Common Sense
Independent,” write to:
Common Sense Independent
PO Box 408
Augusta, ME 04330

or visit 
www.asmainegoes.com/loganstruth_intro.htm
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While much of the focus on Maine tribal sovereignty has recently been around
the issue of whether Maine's tribes have the right to establish a casino, in Presque
Isle, members of the Micmac tribe are in are working to establish a tax-free tobac-
co shop. In 1992, the Micmacs were the last native community in Maine to gain
federal recognition, and were left out of the Maine Indian Claims Settlement
Agreement of 1980. As a result of this, the U.S. Department of the Interior (DOI)
recently issued the opinion that the Aroostook Band of Micmacs are not bound by
local or state law. The move to establish a tax-free tobacco shop is being met with
strong opposition by some local businesses who currently sell tobacco and fear it
would severely hurt their sales. According to a Bangor Daily article, the DOI has
stated that it would defend the tribe with federal agents if that is what would be
necessary to open the store. State lawyers are scrambling to challenge this, claim-
ing that the DOI is trampling on state's rights by asserting that the Micmacs (who,
ironically, were on Maine land before it even was a state) are not subject to state
laws. In the article, Baldacci's chief counsel Kurt Adams commented, "The BIA
does not sit as judge and jury over the people of  Maine and tell Maine when to
enforce its laws. Isn't this America?"
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ACROSTIC #296
by Herschel

Sternlieb Acrostic directions: Fill in the numbered blanks next to the lettered clues on the left. Then transfer the letters to the grid according to
their designations. The grid can also help you solve the clues. If you need answers to the clues, turn to page 5.

News Blurbs
short attention span news compiled by sterren

STAYING AFLOAT                                           a fable by Herschel Sternlieb

The most lethal weapon in the history of mankind, the Battleship America,
roamed the high seas blowing up any vessel that came within range of its guns,
staining the sea red with the blood of its victims. During its last cruise, as the sea
around it began to turn a bright crimson, the mate came rushing up to the cap-
tain.
"Sir, we are taking on water and in danger of capsizing.  We must abandon ship."
"Have we been damaged by enemy fire?"
"No, Sir."
"Have we hit an iceberg?"
"No, Sir."
"Then why are we sinking?"
"It¹s from all that red stuff in the water."
"But blood has the same buoyancy as sea water.  It will keep us afloat."
"But, Sir, it is not blood on which we are trying to sail, it is red ink."



Canadian-based J.D. Irving Company has been quite active in the last month.
Irving first made the news for withdrawing from the Forest Stewardship Council
(FSC) program. The decision came after FSC rules in the Maritimes became more
stringent, strengthening its standards on the use of forest chemicals, exotic
species, genetically-modified organisms, conversion of woodlands to tree planta-
tions. The FSC also has standards for assessing how well the company supports
its workers, local communities, indigenous rights, and requires 3rd-party auditing
of a company's practices. The FSC was created by a coalition of landowners, envi-
ronmentalists, and scientists. Irving will now instead use its certification under the
Sustainable Forestry Initiative, a much more lax certification program that does not
address exotic species, emphasizes "prudent" chemical use, allows plantation
forestry, has no regulations on how a company treats workers, communities, or
indigenous peoples, allows self-auditing, and was created and is regulated by the
forest products industry. In the midst of this, Irving is helping educate Maine stu-
dents about their form of forestry  by designing a "Forest Discovery Box" that is
being distributed to Maine schools to educate teachers and students about "natu-
ral resources."

Irving has also been spending much of its time fighting a piece of legislation
that would significantly help workers' rights in the forestry industry. The bill, LD
1318, would allow loggers and truckers hauling wood to organize and collectively
bargain with forest landowners who own over 100,000 acres. Currently, the work-
ers in the forest, while legally being "independent contractors," are, in reality,
employees of landowners, since only a few major companies (Irving is the largest
landowner in Maine) own both the land and the mills where the wood is processed.
This bill spurred James Irving, president of JD Irving, to travel to Augusta to meet
with the governor and legislators to "discuss" the bill. In a Bangor Daily article,
Maine Irving operations manager Chuck Gadzik is quoted as saying, "We take the
threat of this bill very seriously. It is a substantial threat to our success." In that
same article, bill sponsor Rep. Troy Jackson, from the Allagash commented, "More
than 50 loggers from northern Maine came and spoke at the hearing... Anyone
who believes the little guy has a chance in Augusta should have been here the last
two weeks. ...I haven't seen such a big effort to kill a bill since I have been here...
I wonder now who lobbies for the little man." The bill was approved by the House
of Representatives, but is being held over until next fall's session for a vote in the
Senate. When James Irving isn't fighting collective bargaining bills, he's been seen
at UMaine Fort Kent, receiving an honorary doctorate of letters and delivering the
commencement speech, encouraging students to "Set a goal, and don't let any-
thing distract you from it." 

The layoffs just don't stop do they? This month's roundup.... Eastern Fine Paper
in Brewer laid off 125 of about 365 workers on May 27th, informing workers of the
layoffs on the same day. The laid off workers won't receive any aid under the
Workers Adjustment & Retraining Notification Act funds, because the company
claims that the layoffs resulted from "unforeseeable business circumstances"
(unforeseeable, despite the fact that the company had been under bankruptcy pro-
tection since September of 2000). Soon after this, 25 workers lost their jobs at
Eastern's Lincoln mill. Soon after that, the 555 unionized workers at Eastern's
Brewer and Lincoln mills were informed that their wages would be cut by 7.5% at
the end of June. Meanwhile, unless the federal government approves more aid,
153 of the 163 people working in the job-training Americorps program in Maine will
lose their jobs next year. 31 people will be losing their jobs at the Portland Jetport,
unless the Transportation Security Agency is convinced by Maine legislators to
reverse those cuts. Another seven employees were laid off at Georgia-Pacific in
Old Town, and another 19 employees have been laid off at Bangor Hydro.

As people across the state lose their jobs and find that they have to leave their
homes to find work, wealthy folks from other parts of the country are flocking to the
state, especially the southern half of the state (though a recent Boston Globe arti-
cle even predicted that folks from away might do well to consider buying homes in
Millinocket, where home prices have dropped drastically, due to the massive Great
Northern layoffs). On Peaks Island, 2 miles from Portland, professionals working
from home and retirees are replacing fishing families as the majority population. In
the past, most of the people from away who lived on the island were summer res-
idents, but now they are moving in year round. Property taxes are shooting up as
real estate prices double and triple. At the same time, the population of families
has dropped dramatically, with the local school's student population cut in half in
only five years. Nearby, in Scarborough, the town council has approved the devel-
opment of the "Great American Neighborhood," a large scale project that would
turn 150 acres of farmland into a massive subdevelopment that would include
homes, offices, restaurants, recreational facilities, and shops, and will require DOT
road projects to make it possible. Local residents are gathering signatures to force
the council to hold a special election where townspeople can vote on the project.
The subdivision will profit ALC Development Corp, which previously built the 57-lot

Coulthard Farms subdivision in Scarborough. Ironically, the Christian Science
Monitor recently ran an article on this project, touting it as smart growth, and claim-
ing that there is no organized opposition to the development. Further north,
Belgrade was the focus of a recent Kennebec Journal article. Previously populat-
ed by farms and some summer homes, like Peaks Island it is becoming populated
with professionals and retirees from away moving in year-round. With slightly lower
costs of living and a (currently) more rural setting than towns in southern Maine,
people are choosing to settle in Belgrade and commute the hour to jobs in
Portland. The average Belgrade home sale in 2001 was $80,795, and now in 2003,
is $137,387. Those who aren't buying are building, with one developer estimating
that Belgrade will run out of land available for development in the next five years. 

As more affluent people from away move into small Maine communities, they
have worked to modify the communities to their ideas of “nice.” One way they have
done this is by attempts to pass “junkyard” ordinances, ordering people to have
their dooryards clear of cars, furniture, appliances, even old woodpiles, anything
“unsightly,” or else face exorbitant fines. The Maine legislature recently passed bill
LD 1367, sponsored by a representative from Bowdoinham and one from
Cumberland, both very gentrified southern Maine towns, giving towns the go
ahead to shut down any of these “junkyard” situations they don’t like. Meanwhile,
in Chelsea, residents voted down a proposed ordinance that would fine people up
to $2,500 for having junk visibly stored in their yards. A selectman speaking in
favor of the failed ordinance argued that it would increase property values of sur-
rounding homes. It is unclear whether town officials will use the new state ordi-
nance to enforce their ideas of what a town should look like.

Taxpayers in Portland and the rest of Maine help fund the $39,000 a year to
make the city of Portland look “nice.” The city spends this public money on graffiti
removal, according to an article in the Portland Press Herald. In other countries
graffiti is allowed to remain, as it is considered public art or at least an expression
of a community, and not worth spending public money to eradicate. The Press
Herald article acknowledges that some graffiti artists might actually consider them-
selves artists, but touts unnamed "experts", who explain that graffiti is only done
"to mark gang territory, to compete against other taggers, to act out against socie-
ty or to have a voice because they feel powerless." (If you want to see some Maine
graffiti that is, without question, art, visit www.spraycanvas.com) In the article,
Portland's neighborhood liaison, Thomas Fortier, expresses his desire to pass
laws that would make it easier to prosecute people caught doing graffiti. The direc-
tor of the Portland Downtown District, Rena Masten, comments in the article that
"graffiti is a sign of blight on a community, and leaving it is a sign of neglect." So if
people in Portland simply changed their views on what graffiti signified, could that
save Maine taxpayers' money and Maine graffiti artists from being arrested?

Costs for a $20 million jail will be footed by Lincoln and Sagadahoc tax pay-
ers if the public votes in favor of the new development in Wiscasset this November.
In Somerset county, taxpayers could find themselves paying about $16 million for
a new jail. Proponents of the new jails argue that they are necessary, due to over-
crowding in county jails. Yet in a recent Bangor Daily article on overcrowding in
Maine's jails and State Prison, correctional workers repeatedly stated that new jails
are not the answer to overcrowding. In the article, Corrections Commissioner
Denise Lord comments that building more prisons and jails "is probably not the
solution. ... We have to look at ways to reduce the overall corrections population
and manage costs." Many people who in the past were in Maine's mental health
system have now ended up in the jails, after severe cuts in the past years to men-
tal health services. Additionally, about 80% of inmates have some form of sub-
stance abuse problem, and are ending up in jail instead of treatment facilities. A
study commission has been set up by the Legislature to look into ways to prevent
overcrowding by limiting the number of people entering the system in the first
place. While this is a needed first step, it will have little ability to implement
changes, and new active changes are needed right now, or else the only change
will be more jails and prisons being built with public money, and the root problems
never being changed.

The signs of a four-lane east-west highway that would slice through the middle
of Maine are growing more evident. The state recently received $1.5 million in fed-
eral dollars to study options for building the highway, and to begin work on possi-
ble sections of it before the public even has any input. Currently, I-395 in Bangor
is being extended, the Calais border crossing is being redone, and a connector
near Skowhegan is in the works. The Portland Press Herald recently came out with
an editorial in favor of the highway, and legislators Snowe, Collins, and Michaud
all appear to actively support the plan. More information on the project and public
opposition can be found on www.east-westhighway.com.
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Would you be able to give me 
some information on Peak Oil and some advice? 
Everybody is talking about Peak Oil. That is when the 
remaining petroleum inside the planet uses up more petroleum in drilling, refining, and
transportation than the amount of petroleum you wind up with. This is when the oil is being
used up faster than it can be produced, and each moment, more people are using petrole-
um who weren't before ... people who live in countries where modern ways had not taken
over, Big petroleum companies, the ones who scheme behind closed doors with the big
financiers and the top political types (you have called this the Oil Mob) have all these wars
going on to steal other people's countries, to bomb and bash and terrorize them, in order
to get more OIL. Anyone who is curious has read about all this (outside the mainstream
propaganda news). So there it is.

My question, Miss Abby, is what can an ordinary Mainer do to protect his family from
freezing to death, from being stuck in the dooryard with an empty gas tank and whatever
else horrible can come of this?

Yours, Dependent on Oil Spoils in Orono
Dear DOSO,

Indeed, there is trouble ahead. And once again, TRUTH is the thing that can save us if
anything can save us.

The Oil Mob has made us believe a lot of nonsense for a long time, back when it was-
n't too late,. They told us alternatives to oil (like solar and wind) were inefficient. Not true.

They created laws and lies to vilify and outlaw production of hemp oil which was actu-
ally what Rudolph Diesel had invented his engine for. They pushed and shoved and stron-
garmed everybody into believing oil from layers of fossil was the only way. And so whole
infrastructures of industry and institutions that used fossil fuels remained and more were
built, so expensive to replace with something else. 

It could have been done, a few at a time. A solar factory here. A micro-power plant there.
A wind-powered school. Municipally controlled bio-energy companies all scattered around.
Slowly converting the dirty expensive oil into true progress. But as we all know, USURY and
INVESTMENT are in charge. They need us dependent on grids. They need one or two big
systems of energy and fuels in order to CONTROL us. And now, even as the oil is less plen-
tiful, USURY and INVESTMENT need MORE customers.

Right now China is where the new customers are flocking to the modern life like pigeons
to a poison puddle, just as we did. I won't get into it now, but there is some complex scary
stuff here with China and the Oil Mob and the Germ Warfare Mob.

The thing you and I will face for sure is the cost of oil. It is going to go up and up and
up as the MegaMen, Financiers and whatever offshoots, rassle over this last big pig trough
of oil.

Armies and Oil Refineries and funding dictators and all the other stuff that makes the Oil
get from THEIR SAND to YOURS AND MY OIL FURNACE and CAR ... well this puts the
value of the dollar DOWN. This is a sneaky way for the Mega-Men to TAX us all without rais-
ing taxes. So even before Peak Oil, we are going to feel the noose. We are going to lose our
jobs (more to China), lose our homes (to Usury), lose our minds to stress.

When the Peak does hit, the oil reserves are not dry, but the price of oil goes up which
affects manufacturing, trucking and services, Since monopolies have taken over water and
food and EVERYTHING, shipping long distances and marketing it from Mega-Chains, this is
VERY nervewracking, as you point out.

The obvious is obvious. First we need to hang on to our land as best we can. Live fru-
gally. Land is life. Don't give up your land, don't mortgage it for movies, trips and pretzles,
not even for college education for your darling jessica and joshua... oh maybe, yes, joshua
(to try and keep him out of the military draft the OIL MOB is planning). But your darling jes-
sica needs to help you hold the fort. She can learn with you how to make biodiesel and
turnips. You can build a network of freedom schools with other concerned citizens, networks
of trade and info and fellowship. Centers of education, the real kind. Centers of neighborli-
ness. Of INTERDEPENDENCY.

Best to start now. Don't wait till the financiers let the Wall Street bubble pop. Don't wait
for the doors of the Mega-Mart to be closed and your family has growling stomachs (Well,
maybe the  doors are open but the prices are beyond you).

If you are working twenty jobs and the last thing you need is another project, well, start
slow. Get to know more people who are in the Freedom School Movement. Libertarians and
Anarchists, yes. And some just regular concerned Mainers. Start with neighborliness and
REAL education. And hang on to that piece of rocky land, your spot of Maine. Again, land is
life.

Yes, OIL will be the demise of many. But neighborliness will be our redemption.

Yours Forever in Truth, Revolutionary Abby

ple who either enjoy casinos or who have
benefited from them, the reporters never
lead us into the world of those for whom
casinos have only caused problems. Never
do we hear from the victims of increased
crime caused by casinos or the many men
and women per year who become addicted
to gambling and thus become more likely to
declare bankruptcy, commit suicide, or
engage in domestic violence. Nor are we
introduced to a multitude of other con-
tentious issues such as how a casino may
change the unique character of Maine,
whether one casino will breed more casi-
nos, the environmental impact of casino
development, the problematic idea of pro-
moting success through luck and not hard
work or education, or the well-documented
research suggesting that gambling consis-
tently victimizes those who are already
poor. People with these views do exist:
3,298 people in Sanford voted against a
nonbinding referendum last November, and
although they lost by under six hundred
votes, they are nonetheless accessible for
reporters to probe with questions.

While I am unequivocally opposed to
casino development in Maine for a number

of reasons that are elucidated on the
CasinosNO! webpage www.casinosno.com,
this article isn’t about my opposition to
casinos. Nor is it about my aversion to the
local newspaper that I grew up reading and
where many of my friends and colleagues
have worked and produced excellent mate-
rial. This article is about the subtle (or in
some cases not-so-subtle) system of propa-
ganda that, according to Chomsky and
Herman, allows an “underlying elite con-
sensus” to largely structure all facets of the
news. For whatever reasons, the BDN
decided to filter out particular information,
views, and experiences concerning casinos,
leading readers from Machias to
Madawaska to believe, through omission of
cohesive, well-documented counter-argu-
ments, that casinos will only bring positive
change to the state. As a collective reader-
ship, we need to expect more from our local
newspapers when they claim to “examine”
an issue. We need to make it clear, through
letters to the editor, criticism, alternative
media, and protest, that we are not willing
to be submissive pawns in these games
played by powerful interest groups and
media conglomerates. We want the news,
but we want all of it.
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BACORD Update:
Bangor Wal-Mart Development Not Reconsidered, but New
Intentional Damage to Penjajawoc Marsh Discovered
BY HILLARY LISTER

In the last issue we reported that the Board of Environmental Protection (BEP) rejected
the New York-based Widewaters development group’s application to build a proposed
Wal-Mart superstore in Bangor next to the Penjajawoc Marsh. Then, about  a month later,
attorneys for Widewaters filed a motion asking the BEP for “reconsideration" of the
board's negative decision, disagreeing with some of the board’s findings regarding sce-
nic character and the subdivision issue, and citing “new evidence”. Dawn Gagnon wrote
in a May 9th Bangor Daily article, that “[some conservationists] …took issue with a
remark by Severin Belliveau, [corporate lobbyist and a colleague at the law firm for
Widewaters], that the application process would resume once conditions were ‘more
favorable.’ The terms of three of the board's 10 members are slated to expire this spring.”
This motion for reconsideration could have likely been the first step in resuming the
application process at a “more favorable” time. Unfortunately for the developers, the
BEP unanimously rejected their request for reconsideration.

Interestingly, the Widewaters’ request brought a new issue to light. The “new evidence”
provided by Ginger Davis, the attorney for Widewaters, was that the marsh had now been
reduced to mud flats, and grassland parcels owned by some area landowners are in the
process are being turned into row crops. She said that she “wasn’t sure” why the marsh
was now mysteriously turning into mud flats. Davis argued that, since the area is no
longer grasslands, there are no longer grassland bird species that would be affected by
development. 

This all seemed very strange to members of BACORD (Bangor Area Citizens Organized
for Responsible Development), especially when they discovered that there was an unex-
plained upsurge of water coming down the Penjajawoc Stream (with no rain preceding
it). They asked game wardens to visit the marsh to check on the drainage situation. While
there, Sgt. Doug Tibbetts encountered two women with digging tools standing waist-deep
in the stream by a beaver dam. A 20-foot section of the 50-foot dam had been damaged.
The women have been charged with the civil charge of tampering with a beaver dam, and
the Class E criminal charge of failure to have a permit to destroy a beaver dam. Other
charges may be forthcoming from the Maine DEP.

In a Bangor Daily article on the damage to the dam, Val Carter of Bacord said that the
breach created in the dam could lead to a great loss of wildlife, but the marsh could even-
tually repair itself.

With incidents like this occuring, it appears that the fight to save Penjajawoc Marsh from
development is far from over, but it has also brought light to the tactics of those working
to harm the marsh.
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Maine Independent Media Center Volunteer Form

__YES, Sign Me Up to Volunteer for the Maine Independent Media Center!

The Maine Independent Media Center is entirely volunteer powered.  Please fill
out the form below to volunteer your time and skills to this project.

Name_____________________________________________________
Email______________________________________________________
Address____________________________________________________
Town/City_________________________________Zip_______________
Phone _______________________

I can help cover events within (circle one):
10 miles    20 miles    50 miles   100 miles of my location.

I want to join the:
[  ] Distribution Team (distribution of the paper all over the state)
[  ] Education Team (workshops and media education outreach)
[  ] Financial Team (budgeting, fundraising, etc)
[  ] Grunt Team (“gruntwork”)
[  ] Media Team (a/v recording and processing)
[  ] Print Team (work on this paper, soliciting ads, etc)
[  ] Tech Team (front and backend server work, hardware work)

I can help with:
[  ] Artistic work: Graphic design and visual art both for the web site and
the publication. We are especially looking for political cartoonists.
[  ] Languages: Translation, interpretation.
[  ] Legal defense: I am an attorney, paralegal, law student, trained legal
observer.

Other Skills/Comments______________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________

Please Mail to:
Maine Independent Media Ctr, PO Box 1444, Waterville, ME 04903

Turn over for Donation Form

The Maine Commons is now accepting ads and inserts! Take
advantage of our statewide volunteer-powered circulation to
promote your non-profit group or local business!

Ads are priced at $20-$100 per issue, depending on size, with discounts
for contract-based repeat ads. Write us for an ad form and full ad policy.
We accept ads from locally-owned businesses and non-profits only.

Inserts are given a base price of $250-675, depending on style, which
covers the cost of 4-8 extra pages and the insertion of a header bar, but
may cost extra for additional processing if any is necessary. Write us for
a full specs and policy sheet for an insert for your organization or project.
Currently we are not accepting inserts from for-profit businesses or politi-
cal parties/candidates.

Please include this form along with a mission statement or some other
literature from your organization or business that explains the nature of
your work.

Contact Name ______________________________________________
Organization/Business Name ___________________________________
Phone Number ______________________________________________
Mailing Address _____________________________________________
Email _____________________________________________________
Website ___________________________________________________

[   ] I represent a non-profit group or local business and am interested in
an ad in the Maine Commons! Please send an ad form!

[   ] I represent a non-profit group and am interested in an insert in the
Maine Commons! Please send an insert form!

Mail all correspondence to: Maine Independent Media Center, P.O. Box
1444, Waterville, ME 04903

Maine Commons / Maine Indymedia Order Form

CDs (contact us if TAPES are needed):
Ethan Miller Live at Colby College 9.12.02 - $11
Ethan Miller Live at Unity College 4.17.02 w/CDROM tracks. - $11
Ethan Miller Studio Recording “In Times Of War” - $15
Dave Rovics Live at Colby College 9.12.02 - $11
Dave Rovics Live at Unity College 4.17.02 2CD set w/CDROM tracks - $15
Dave Rovics Live at St. Lawrence 4.16.02 - $11
Dan C, Detritus & Sarah Live at St. Lawrence 1.11.02 2CD set - $12
*NEW* Jim Page Live at Carolyn Chute’s 4.28.02 2CD set - $15
*NEW* Maine Indymedia 2003 Sampler - Exclusive Tracks and more - $11
In the coming months, Maine Indymedia will process and release CDs from recent
Amy Goodman talks, interviews with women in the MST settlements, and World
Social Forum speakers on nanotechnology, and more. Contact us if interested.

Videos (soon to be replaced with DVDs as the technology becomes affordable):
Quebec City April 01, Kennebunk Anti-War Rally Nov 17 01 (85 min) - $10 / $5
Jello Biaffra Live at Democracy Rising 06-29-02 - $10 / $5
New Chautauqua 09-22-01 (119 min) - $10 / $5
Food And Medicine (28 mins) - $5

Back Issues of the Maine Commons (priced according to availability)
Issue 1 (Maine Free Press “Sept 11 / Jim Hightower Interview”) - $5
Issue 2 (Nov-Dec 2001, “War or War? / Crisis Profiteering”) - $5
Issue 3 (Jan-Feb 2002, “New Media/Civil Liberties” w/Countercoup Times 1) - $3
Issue 4 (March 2002, “Truck Fines/Belgrade Pines” w/Wormtown) - $1
Issue 5 (Apr-May 2002, “Lobstermen / Hathaway” w/Youth & CCtimes 3) - $2
Issue 6 (Jun-July 2002, “Community Ag / Liberty Money / Public Access”) - $3
Issue 7 (July-Aug 2002, “Maine vs DOT / TV Prison Visitation”) - $5
Issue 8 (Sept-Oct 2002, “Freedom Of Assembly / Liberty Dollar Times”) - $3
Issue 9 (Nov-Dec 2002, “Who Owns Maine/Layoff Index 2002”) - $3
Issue 10 (December 2002, “Something In The Air/Economic Human Rights”) - $2
Issue 11 (Mar-Apr 2003, “Maine’s Anti-War Movement/Warren’s Warehouse”) - $2
Issue 12 (May 2003, “General Dynamics/Life After Layoff/Somali Activist”) - $2

Tapes:
Granny D & Rev. Billy at New Chautauqua, 9.22.01 - $6

Your Name ____________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________
City, State, Zip _________________________________________
Email or Phone _________________________________________

Don’t forget to fill out your name,
address and contact info above.

Shipping is now
included with all
items for ease of
ordering.

Item Description Price
# of

Items Subtotal

please make check out for the above
amount to the Maine Independent
Media Center, PO Box 1444,
Waterville, ME 04903. Thanks!

Grand Total:

Feel free to use a separate sheet if your order is longer than this form

This Space Intentionally Left Blank
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Donations Anyone?
YES, I would like to support the Maine Independent Media Center!

Name_____________________________________________________
Email______________________________________________________
Address____________________________________________________
Town/City_________________________________Zip_______________
Phone ____________________

I would like to make a tax-deductible* donation of $_________ to the Maine
Independent Media Center. (Donation must be over $50.00. Please read fine
print below)

I would like to make a non-tax-deductible donation of $________ to the Maine
Independent Media Center. (Donation can be any amount)

I would like to donate a phone line or voice mailbox for the use of the Maine
Independent Media Center: YES   NO

I would like to donate the following computer or media production equipment to
the Maine Independent Media Center: _______________________________
______________________________________________________________

I prefer to remain anonymous in my donation: YES   NO

*In order to take a tax deduction for a donation, you must have a significant por-
tion (approx. 10%) of your year’s income sent toward donations to nonprofit
groups. If you want to make a tax deductible donation, please make checks out
to our fiscal sponsor ROSC (Resources for Organizing and Social Change).
Please make all other checks out to Maine Independent Media Center.

Comments_________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________

Please Mail to:
Maine Independent Media Ctr, PO Box 1444, Waterville, ME 04903

Turn over for Volunteer Form

Subscribe to the Maine Commons!
The Maine Commons is now taking subscriptions. Get 12 issues delivered to
your door, and the satisfaction of knowing that you have helped this publication
to stay alive. Many thanks!

(We have recently had to raise prices due to rising postage costs. We will no longer be
accepting lower-priced subscriptions from older issues. Thanks for your understanding.)

[    ] I want a personal subscription ....................................................... $25
[    ] I want a subscription for my business ............................................ $30
[    ] I want a low-income subscription ................................................... $15
[    ] I don’t have any money but I want to subscribe .............................. $0
[    ] I want to subscribe and I have extra money to help someone who can't
afford it ....................................................................................... $_______
[   ] I want an institutional subscription (colleges, libraries, etc) ......... $60

(Personal and “fill-in-the-blank” subscriptions may also be given as gifts)
Name of Subscriber or Gift Recipient:
__________________________________________________________
Business Name (if applicable) _________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________
City ______________________________State_______Zip___________
Phone __________________ Email _____________________________

Please make a copy of this form and send it and a check made out to:
Maine IndyMedia Center, PO Box 1444, Waterville, ME 04903

Issue 13

Wanna’ be anonymous? Check here- though you lose your chance to win!

Name ______________________________________  Age Range:_______

Address ______________________________________________________ 

City ______________________ State _____    Zip ____________________

E-mail ____________________________________ Phone _____________

A little bit about yourself:*

What do you do with your life?

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

What do you think are the most pressing issues in Maine today?

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

What do you think are the most pressing issues in the world today?

_______________________________________________________________

And now, enough about you, let’s talk about me:

How long have you been reading the Maine Commons? __________________
Where do you pick up your issues of the Maine Commons?
_______________________________________________________________
What’s your favorite section(s)?
_______________________________________________________________
Your least favorite section(s)? _______________________________________
What’s your all-time favorite article so far?
________________________________________________________________
What, in general, do you feel we could do better?________________________
________________________________________________________________
We want more people involved. How can we help you be a part of Indymedia?
________________________________________________________________
What is your opinion on the Maine Commons accepting ads?
________________________________________________________________
If Maine Indymedia held a benefit show, what musicians would you like to hear?
(within reason) ___________________________________________________

Are you an active internet user? ______________________________________

Do you visit the Maine Indymedia website? _______ How often? ____________

Have you read the newswire?___ Posted to it?___ Commented to it?________
Anything else you’d like to say?____________________________________

Return this by July 29, 2003 to win!

Maine Independent Media Center, 
PO Box 1444, Waterville, ME 04903

*Please tack on another piece of paper if you need more space.

Maine Commons

Questionnaire

?

?
Fill this out and win free movies and music!

We want to know who is reading the paper, what you think of it and
how to make it better. Return it by July 29, 2003 to win Maine IMC
tapes, CDs, videos & free subscriptions. 9 winners will be chosen.

Missing your REVOLUTIONARY ABBY?
She has temporarily MOVED to Pg. 22


